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At April meeting, NOBTS trustees approve 
mentoring initiative, launch new MAs

By Gary D. Myers

NEW ORLEANS – New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
(NOBTS) trustees approved a new, 
streamlined mentoring initiative 
and revised the mentoring track 
of the master of divinity (M.Div.) 
program during their spring meeting 
April 15. The board also approved 
new master of arts degrees in 
discipleship and pastoral ministry.

“The strategic focus of NOBTS 
is to find a way to equip anyone 
answering the call of God to 
ministry,” said NOBTS President 
Chuck Kelley after the meeting. 
“We are adding the opportunity to 
earn a degree that involves both 
coaching from ministry practitioners 
and guided study from NOBTS 
professors. It is a way for students 
to turn most ministry settings into a 
seminary classroom.”

Establishing viable, user-friendly 
mentoring options has been a top 
priority for NOBTS trustees for the 
past 15 years. The board launched 
the original M.Div. mentoring 
track in 2000. Three additional 
mentoring-focused M.Div. options 

were added over the years. The new 
mentoring approach refreshes the 
M.Div. mentoring track, making it 
more flexible and better suited for 
the needs of current students. The 
plan also calls for the removal of 
the other mentoring-based M.Div. 
options, consolidating them into a 
single M.Div. mentoring track.

Students in the M.Div. mentoring 
track can earn up to 29 hours of 
the 83-hour degree while doing 
real-world ministry in local church 
or para-church settings. And 
the program is not limited by 
geography. Students can complete 
the mentoring portion of the degree 
from any remote location that has 
an NOBTS-approved mentor and 
adequate Internet access. Students 
in most of the seminary’s other 
M.Div. specializations can earn at 
least a portion of their degree in a 
mentor setting.

Along with the revised mentoring 
track, NOBTS will launch the Entrust 
Mentoring Community, designed 
to create and foster partnership 
between the seminary, its students 
and the mentors. The name, taken 
from 2 Timothy 2:2, echoes Paul’s 

desire to see Timothy entrust skills, 
knowledge and Gospel ministry 
opportunities to others in his 
community.

Partnering churches and para-
church organizations will provide 
weekly mentoring and field 
supervision to students. NOBTS 
professors will teach Blackboard-
assisted courses to ensure the 
academic rigor of courses is 
preserved. Together, mentors and 
professors will work to provide a 
training platform that passes on 
the skills and education needed to 
effectively lead a church or ministry.

“The mission of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
is to equip leaders to fulfill the 
Great Commission and the Great 
Commandments through the local 
church and its ministries. Our target 
as a seminary is healthy churches,” 
said Bo Rice, assistant professor 
of evangelism and preaching and 
associate dean of supervised 
ministry and mentoring programs 
at NOBTS. “The Entrust Mentoring 
Community is designed to keep our 
mission ever before us and to assist 
us in reaching our target.”

“We desire to include the 
church and local ministries in the 
equipping of the called by partnering 
with mentors and students 
while delivering the very best in 
theological study guided by NOBTS 
faculty,” Rice said. “We believe 2 
Timothy 2:2 is best accomplished 
when we partner together to entrust 
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the gospel to faithful men and 
women who will be able to mentor 
others.”

Potential mentors and prospective 
mentoring students can apply for 
the program at the Entrust website, 
http://www.nobts.edu/mentoring. 
The first new mentoring courses 
will be offered during the summer 
academic session.

While Entrust is the overarching 
mentoring approach for most M.Div. 
specializations, other specialized 
mentoring programs remain at 
NOBTS — one in the undergraduate 
program and one in the graduate 
worship ministries program. Leavell 
College will launch an 18-hour 
mentored church ministry minor in 
the bachelor of Christian ministry 
degree this summer. Last fall the 
division of church music ministries 
launched an 11-hour mentoring 
option in the master of arts in 
worship ministries and M.Div. with 
specialization in worship ministries 
programs. Both programs partner 
students with local church ministries 
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NOBTS trustee meeting, continued
during the mentoring segment of 
the degree.

New Master of Arts Degrees
The board approved new 36 to 

37-hour master of arts (MA) degrees 
in discipleship and pastoral ministry. 
Both degrees are available through a 
residential or non-residential study. 
As professional master’s degrees, 
the new MAs do not lead to doctoral 
work without significant leveling 
study.

The new MA in discipleship was 
designed by the division of Christian 
education to prepare students 
for educational and discipleship 
ministry leadership in the local 
church. The degree offers a strong 
foundation in biblical exposition 
and Christian theological heritage 
and 24-hours of coursework in 
disciplemaking and discipleship.

The MA in pastoral ministry is 
designed to equip local church 
pastors and ministerial staff 
members. It offers a strong 
foundation in biblical exposition 

and Christian theological heritage 
and up to 19 hours of coursework in 
pastoral ministry.

In other action, the trustees 
approved a $23.2 million budget 
and approved the following faculty 
promotions:

• Angie Bauman, director of 
student services at North Georgia 
Hub, was promoted from assistant 
professor to associate professor of 
Christian education. Bauman was 
also granted tenure by the trustees;

• Jeff Griffin, dean of libraries, was 
promoted from associate professor 
to professor of Old Testament and 
Hebrew;

• Ed Steele, was promoted from 
associate professor to professor of 
music in Leavell College;

• Kathy Steele, director of clinical 
training, was promoted from 
associate professor to professor 
of psychology and counseling, 
occupying the James H. & Susan E. 
Brown Christian Counseling Chair.

Join mission trip to Athens, Greece
Join members of the NOBTS and First 

Baptist Kenner communities Oct. 16–
24 as they minister to refugees on the 
streets of Athens, Greece. Throughout 
the trip, you will have opportunities 
to participate in leading ESL classes, 
preparing and serving meals, assisting 
in children’s classes and much more.

Athens is home to more than a 
million refugees, and this is an exciting 
way to be the hands and feet of Christ 
to people who so desperately need it.

For more information, contact 
Blanca Phillips at 504.816.8441 or 

by email. Cost for the trip is $2,395. 
Airfare to and from Athens, hotel 
accommodations and breakfast and 
dinner daily (dinner Oct. 17 through 
breakfast Oct. 24) are included. To 
be assured of reservations, please 
complete and mail the registration 
form along with a $600 deposit and a 
copy of your passport to this address 
as soon as possible:

Athens Trip, Attn: Mrs. Blanca Phillips, 
NOBTS, 3939 Gentilly Blvd, Box 98, 
New Orleans, LA 70126

Crossover 2015: 
Columbus, Ohio
NOBTS has an exciting option for 
students who want to participate 
in a mission and evangelism trip 
this summer while also earning 
course credit – Crossover Columbus. 
NOBTS graduate students may take 
Supervised Ministry I – Personal 
Evangelism Practicum (EVAN5230). 
In addition to the practicum aspect 
of the course, some pre- and post-
practicum work is required. Click 
here for more details.

http://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/athens_mission_trip_2015.pdf
http://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/athens_mission_trip_2015.pdf
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/2015/04/23/crossover-2015-columbus-ohio/#more-2875
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NOBTS has something for everyone: Check 
out the new seminary infographic video

Ever wondered how many 
crawfish escape from the 
annual seminary crawfish 
boil or how many bow ties 
Dr. Craig Price has? Curious 
what Ms. Alice’s red beans 
recipe is or how many hats 
Dr. Rex Butler has? It’s true, 
NOBTS has something for 
everyone. Check it out here 
or click the image.

NOBTS Conversations video on worship 
features panel of seminary professors

NOBTS Dean of Chapel 
Blake Newsom leads 
periodic interview-
style videos called 
“Conversations,” usually 
with guest chapel speakers. 
This edition features 
NOBTS professors in dialog 
on worship. Click here to 
view the latest installment 
of NOBTS Conversations.

https://vimeo.com/125188849
https://vimeo.com/125188849
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXdOGelhRMU
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Humility has gotten a bum rap
By Judi Jackson

In John 8:12, 
Jesus calls us 
to follow Him, 
promising 
that we will 
“never walk in 
darkness but 
will have the 
light of life.”

For the past 
few weeks (see previous blogs), 
we’ve considered that to reflect “the 
light of life” we need to...

• live a life of love
• live a life of integrity
• live a life of goodness

Staying with the acrostic theme 
(using the letters in the word “light”), 
we also need to live a life of humility.

LIFE OF HUMILITY
Humility has gotten a bum rap.

Somewhere along the way we 
started giving prizes for “most 
boisterous” or “arrogant,” and 
downplaying the “most considerate” 
or “humble.” We seem to have 
forgotten Jesus’ words: The first shall 
be last and the last shall be first.

Or as Peter reminded us in 1 Peter 
5:5-7, Clothe yourselves … with 
humility toward one another for 
“God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.”

Humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God so that, at the 
proper time, he may exalt you, 

casting all your anxieties on Him 
because He cares for you.

Do you remember Peter’s story?
He is typically remembered as 
the “leader of the pack.” He was 
that rowdy fisherman-turned-
fisher-of-men who was always the 
one to answer first when Jesus 
asked a question. He didn’t mind 
the attention … on the introvert–
extrovert scale, he scored way high 
as an extrovert.

And yet it was this man who said, 
“Clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another.” He knew from 
personal experience that pride could 
get in the way big time and he was 
trying to save God’s people the grief 
and pain he had gone through.

I love that Peter acknowledged that, 
while humility doesn’t come easy, it 
does come with rewards. Humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand 
of God so that at the proper time, he 
may exalt you.

Peter had fallen hard. He had denied 
Jesus … the Man of whom he had 
earlier proclaimed, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
When the going got tough, Peter got 
going far away … and he suffered 
emotionally for it.

But Jesus didn’t leave Peter in that 
state. After His resurrection, Jesus 
sought Peter out on the beach and 
offered him an opportunity for 
restoration. Peter humbled Himself 
and received Jesus’ words: “Now 
feed my sheep.” Jesus commissioned 
this once arrogant man to be not 

just His follower but a leader in His 
church.

Being humble does not mean you 
can’t be the extrovert God created 
you to be. It does mean, however, 
that we need to let God blow our 
horns and set us up for the future 
He has in store for us! Let’s tell our 
God stories … that’ll put the credit 
where the credit’s due!

Learn more about upcoming 
Women’s Programs events 
online at gk.nobts.edu.

https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/geaux-therefore/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/nobts-announcements/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/nobts-women/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/nobtswomen-blog/

