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‘Preach the Word 2015′ is March 31
How can pastors connect the 

agenda of the Kingdom of Christ to 
the cultures of local congregations 
for the sake of the mission of the 
gospel in the world? What role does 
the pulpit play in addressing issues 
of ethics and religious liberty? These 
are two key questions the upcoming 
Preach the Word 2015 workshop 
will seek to answer. Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church in New Orleans will 

host Preach the Word Tuesday, March 
31, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The one-
day preaching workshop will feature 
Dr. Russell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission.

Pre-Registration Cost is $10. 
NOBTS students may register for 
free. For more event information, go 
to joinnoba.com. Register online at 
Eventbrite.

7 Churches of the 
Revelation Tour

NOBTS Vice President for Business 
Affairs Clay Corvin will lead a pilgrimage 
Nov. 20-28 to the seven churches of the 
Revelation and to Istanbul, Turkey. Cost 
for the 9-day tour departing from New 
Orleans is $2695, and only $1995 for 
NOBTS students, faculty and staff. To 
be assured of reservations, complete 
a registration form and make an initial 
deposit of $500. Registration form and 
complete instructions are available 
HERE. For a detailed itinerary, click HERE.

Chapel Speakers

Tuesday, March 10
H.B. Charles Jr.
Pastor-Teacher

Shiloh Metropolitan Baptist Church
Jacksonville, Fla.

Thursday, March 12
Rick Blackwood

Lead Pastor, Christ Fellowship
Miami, Fla.
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Travel to Israel 
January 2016

Dr. Clay Corvin, vice president for 
business affairs at NOBTS, will lead a 
pilgrimage to Israel Dec. 29, 2015, to Jan. 
9, 2016. The 12-day trip is sponsored 
by Providence Educational Foundation 
and New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Cost is $3495 ($2095 for 
qualifying NOBTS personnel).

For an itinerary of sites visited, click 
here. To register, complete this form 
along with a deposit of $500 per person. 
Make checks payable to NOBTS with a 
note for “Israel Travel Program January 
2016.” Mail applications: Attention Mrs. 
Blanca Phillips, New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 3939 Gentilly Blvd, 
Box 98, New Orleans, LA 70126.

Caskey Center to offer ‘No Restraints’ 
conference, set for April 24-25

Come to New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary April 24-25 for a 
time of fellowship and training. This free 
conference for bi-vocational and smaller 
church membership ministers, offered 
by the Caskey Center for Church 
Excellence, will allow you and your 
wife to worship and pray with other 
bi-vocational and smaller membership 
church ministers, as well as learn some 
new skills to assist with your ministry. 
Workshop sessions include: Leadership, 
Time Management, Evangelism and 
Sermon Preparation.

Speakers will include longtime 
evangelist Junior Hill; NOBTS President 
Chuck Kelley; Dr. Jim Henry, former SBC 
president and pastor emeritus of First 
Baptist Church of Orlando, Fla.; and Dr. 
Robert Smith Jr., the Charles T. Carter 
Baptist Chair of Divinity at Beeson 
Divinity School in Birmingham, Ala.

For more information, including 
workshops for ministry wives and 
housing options, click here. To register 
for the ‘No Restraints’ conference, click 
here.

http://joinnoba.com/ptw2015/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/preach-the-word-2015-tickets-14072712863
https://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/sevenchurchesnov2015application.pdf
https://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/sevenchurchesitinerary.pdf
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/2015/02/26/summer-missions-in-wyoming/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/corvinjan16brochure-1.pdf
https://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/jan2016application.pdf
http://nobts.edu/caskeycenter
http://nobts.edu/caskeycenter
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/no-restraints-conference-for-bi-vocational-smaller-church-membership-ministers-set-for-april/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XQ7ehRB-nNzI7j1HknOsY8bO6zg_n0CQDPyncbvKvq0/viewform?embedded=true


GK Links

The March meeting of Student 
Wives Fellowship will feature the 
theme “Sweets ‘n Service” with 
student wives, professors’ wives, 
and women faculty joining together 
for, well, lots of sweets and lots 
of service. Plan now to attend this 
gathering in the Creole Room on 
Thursday, March 12, from 7 to 9 
p.m. Childcare will be provided in 
the Preschool Education Center by 
reservation ($2 per child, $5 max 
per family). Call 816.8585. For more 
information on the event, please 
contact Anne Zwerner at fsuanne@
gmail.com.

Consider registering for the course 
Women’s Work in the Local Church, 
offered at both the undergrad and 
graduate levels, the week of March 23-
27. Taught by Dr. Rhonda Kelley and 
Lifeway’s Chris Adams, this 2-credit-
hour course is a thorough overview 
of programs and events designed to 
engage and disciple today’s woman. 
Registration for this course remains 
open until the first class meeting. For 
more information or a copy of the 
syllabus, email rkelley@nobts.edu. The 
course begins at 1 p.m. on Monday 
and ends at noon on Friday.

Thinking about 
Spring Break?

Williams Boulevard Baptist Church 
in Kenner is hosting an event for all 
women Friday, March 13, at 6:30 p.m. 
“Girl Talk: Straight Talk about Marriage 
and Intimacy” will feature speaker 
and author Sheila Wray Gregoire. Join 
in this evening of fun, laughter, and 
practical info to make your marriage 
thrive. A love offering will be taken, 
and no childcare is available. For more 
information, contact Kelly Corvin at 
504.443.2363 or click here.

The Brown Bag Book Club is meeting 
each Monday at noon in the Cafeteria 
Creole Room. We’re continuing our 
study of “Genesis: Walking with 
God” and next week we jump into 
Joseph’s story! Contact Dr. Judi at 
nobtswomen@nobts.edu to let her 
know if you can come so she can 
have extra study guides available. All 
campus women (students, staff and 
wives) are welcome!

Girl Talk: 
Marriage and 
Intimacy

Brown Bag Book 
Club is Monday

March Student 
Wives Fellowship 
Gathering

We’ve got a Facebook group called 
NOBTS Student Wives Fellowship as 
well as NOBTS QUEST. Join soon to 
keep up with what’s going on! Event 
updates are posted periodically to 
help get the word out! Also check 
out our blogs at courtneyveasey.com 
and judijackson.blogspot.com.

Found us online?
Follow the 
NOBTS Women’s 
Programs Blog
Click here to read blogs by women’s 
ministry leaders at NOBTS and 
around the country.

https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
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https://www.facebook.com/nobts.swf.3?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145062502185694/
http://courtneyveasey.com 
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An embarrassing prayer
By Dr. Chuck Kelley

Let us be clear on this indisputable 
fact: the Lord is God.

There is no glory greater than His 
glory. What He desires to do, He is 
able to do. We can look back in the 
story of our nation and see the Lord 
is able to pour out His Spirit with such 
power and effect that 
the whole nation is 
deeply stirred. We 
have names for such 
times: The Great 
Awakening, the Second 
Great Awakening, and 
more recently, the 
Jesus Movement.
Not That Long Ago…

I was there in the 
Jesus Movement 
and saw my college 
campus profoundly 
changed. The playlist of the nation’s 
pop radio stations included songs 
about Jesus at the top of the list, not 
the bottom. There were record-setting 
numbers of conversions in churches 
of all sorts. Jesus was Time Magazine’s 
Man of the Year. The gospels inspired 
two hit Broadway musicals that are 
still touring today. My wife and I saw 
one of them (Jesus Christ Superstar) 
again just a few weeks ago. Profound 
changes in worship were set in motion 
and are still creating ripples in today’s 
churches. The chaos and upheaval 
of the sixties ended with a mighty 
movement of God in the seventies, 
making Jesus an unavoidable part 
of the national cultural and religious 
conversation.
But Not Now…

Let us also be clear on this 
indisputable fact: that kind of 
movement of God is not sweeping 
America today. Why? Is there no need 

for such an outpouring of God today? 
i can’t imagine anyone arguing that 
position. Is God less able to stir the 
nation today than He was in years 
past? This cannot be the case. Is God 
less interested in igniting the fires 
of revival and awakening today than 
He was in our past? Given His love 
for sinners revealed in Scripture and 

demonstrated in His suffering on the 
cross, such antipathy toward us could 
not exist.

Where is the mighty movement of 
God stirring our nation? Forget the 
nation as a whole. Where is the stirring 
of God in a mighty way even within 
our churches?

I suggest one factor in the lack of 
an outpouring of God’s Spirit in our 
churches and nation today is the 
widespread absence of a particular 
kind of prayer. It is not an uncommon 
prayer in Scripture: David prayed it; 
Isaiah prayed it; Nehemiah prayed 
it; Paul prayed it. While not an 
uncommon prayer in the Bible, it 
does appear to be an uncommon 
prayer today, perhaps because it is 
embarrassing.
The “S” Word and Me

The embarrassing prayer is an 
acknowledgement that I still have a 
problem with sin, as does my church 

and my nation. All of us know sinful 
acts are a problem, but we rarely 
acknowledge they remain a problem 
after we begin walking with Jesus. We 
become more likely to confess the sin 
of others than we our own.

Consider the poignant wrestling 
with sin expressed by Paul in Romans 
7:14-25. Should we not expect battles 

with sin to be part 
and parcel of our 
journey with Jesus as 
well? Unfortunately, 
when my repentance 
is connected only with 
yesterday’s news of 
my conversion, God’s 
activity in my life also 
becomes yesterday’s 
news.
What Should We Do?

I suggest you bring 
Psalm 139:23-24 into 

your active prayer life:
“Search me, O God, and know my 

heart; try me, and know my thoughts. 
And see if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.”

For all of us, the battle with 
disobedience and sin is part of 
the journey as we follow Jesus. My 
disobedience is never a lesser sin than 
someone else’s disobedience. Being 
unaware of our own sins does not 
indicate sin is no longer a problem. If 
Psalm 23 is a part of your prayer life, 
Psalm 51 should be as well. We do 
well to remember David’s prayer of 
confession and repentance in Psalm 
51 did not come in his youth. It came 
long after he was a man “after God’s 
own heart.”

Praying an embarrassing prayer 
is much preferred to living an 
embarrassing life.


