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7 Churches of the 
Revelation Tour

NOBTS Vice President for Business 
Affairs Clay Corvin will lead a pilgrimage 
Nov. 20-28 to the seven churches of the 
Revelation and to Istanbul, Turkey. Cost 
for the 9-day tour departing from New 
Orleans is $2695, and only $1995 for 
NOBTS students, faculty and staff. To 
be assured of reservations, complete 
a registration form and make an initial 
deposit of $500. Registration form and 
complete instructions are available 
HERE. For a detailed itinerary, click HERE.

Chapel Speakers

Tuesday, March 24
Spring Break

Thursday, March 26
Spring Break

Tuesday, March 31
Dr. Jerry Barlow

NOBTS Dean of Graduate Studies

Thursday, April 2
Leroy Fountain

Church Health Strategist
New Orleans Baptist Association
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Caskey Center to offer ‘No Restraints’ 
conference, set for April 24-25

Come to New Orleans Seminary 
April 24-25 for a time of fellowship 
and training. This free conference 
for bi-vocational and smaller church 
membership ministers, offered by the 
Caskey Center for Church Excellence, 
will allow you and your wife to worship 
and pray with other bi-vocational and 
smaller membership church ministers, 
as well as learn some new skills to assist 
with your ministry. Workshop sessions 
include: Leadership, Time Management, 

Evangelism and Sermon Preparation.
Speakers will include evangelist Junior 

Hill; NOBTS President Chuck Kelley; Dr. 
Jim Henry, former SBC president and 
pastor emeritus of FBC of Orlando, Fla.; 
and Dr. Robert Smith Jr., the Charles T. 
Carter Baptist Chair of Divinity at Beeson 
Divinity School in Birmingham, Ala.

For more information, including 
workshops for ministry wives and 
housing options, click here. To register 
for the conference, click here.

‘An Evening at Morning Call’ is April 22
Join NOBTS 
President 
Chuck Kelley 
Thursday, 
April 2, from 
7 to 8 p.m. 
for coffee 
and beignets 
at City Park’s 
Morning Call 
Coffee Stand. Coffee and beignets 
are compliments of the president.

“An Evening at Morning Call” is 

an annual 
event where 
members of 
the NOBTS 
community 
gather in 
one of New 
Orleans’ great 
public spaces 
to spend time 

getting to know one another and Dr. 
Kelley. For directions and to learn 
more about Morning Call and City 
Park, click HERE.

The Providence Learning Center 
will offer German classes to prepare 
students to meet the language 
requirements necessary for NOBTS 
Research Doctoral Programs. Part 1 
is June 1–19, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Part 2 is June 29–July 17, 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
The cost is $500 per part. For more 
information, contact Lenny Price in the 
Providence Learning Center at lprice@
nobts.edu or 504.282.4455 x3286.

German Classes

https://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/sevenchurchesnov2015application.pdf
https://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/sevenchurchesitinerary.pdf
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/2015/02/26/summer-missions-in-wyoming/
http://nobts.edu/caskeycenter
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/2015/03/05/no-restraints-conference-for-bi-vocational-smaller-church-membership-ministers-set-for-april/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XQ7ehRB-nNzI7j1HknOsY8bO6zg_n0CQDPyncbvKvq0/viewform?embedded=true
http://neworleanscitypark.com/in-the-park/morning-call
mailto:lprice%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:lprice%40nobts.edu?subject=
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Join team from NOBTS & FBC Kenner 
in mission trip to Athens, Greece

Join members 
of the NOBTS 
and First 
Baptist Kenner 
communities 
Oct. 16–24 as 
they minister to 
refugees on the streets of Athens, 
Greece. Throughout the trip, you will 
have opportunities to participate in 
leading ESL classes, preparing and 
serving meals, assisting in children’s 
classes and much more.

Athens is home to more than 
a million refugees, and this is an 
exciting way to be the hands and 
feet of Christ to people who so 
desperately need it.

For more information, contact 
Blanca Phillips at 504.816.8441 or 

by email. Cost 
for the trip is 
$2,395. Airfare 
to and from 
Athens, hotel 
accommodations 
and breakfast 

and dinner daily (dinner Oct. 
17 through breakfast Oct. 24) 
are included. To be assured of 
reservations, please complete and 
mail the registration form along with 
a $600 deposit and a copy of your 
passport to this address as soon as 
possible:

Athens Trip, Attn: Mrs. Blanca 
Phillips, New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, 3939 Gentilly 
Blvd, Box 98, New Orleans, LA 70126

‘Preach the Word 2015′ is March 31
How can pastors connect the 

agenda of the Kingdom of Christ to 
the cultures of local congregations 
for the sake of the mission of the 
gospel in the world? What role does 
the pulpit play in addressing issues 
of ethics and religious liberty? These 
are two key questions the upcoming 
Preach the Word 2015 workshop 
will seek to answer. Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church in New Orleans will 

host Preach the Word Tuesday, March 
31, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The one-
day preaching workshop will feature 
Dr. Russell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission.

Pre-Registration Cost is $10. 
NOBTS students may register for 
free. For more event information, go 
to joinnoba.com. Register online at 
Eventbrite.

Greer-Heard 2015: 
Christians, the 
Environment & 
Climate Change

E. Calvin Beisner and Bill McKibben 
will dialog on the subject of Christians, 
the environment and climate change 
at the upcoming Greer-Heard Point-
Counterpoint Forum, set for April 
10-11 in Leavell Chapel on the campus 
of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.

On site registration will be April 10 
at 6:15 p.m. outside of Leavell Chapel, 
with the forum beginning at 7 p.m. A 
reception and book signing will take 
place at 9:30 p.m. in River City Cafe. 
Saturday, April 11, Greer-Heard and 
the Evangelical Theological Society’s 
Southwest Regional Meeting will 
reconvene in Leavell Chapel at 8 a.m.

Registration to the Greer-Heard 
Forum (April 10) is free for NOBTS 
families. Free childcare is available 
for NOBTS families who make 
reservations with the Preschool 
Education Center on campus. Friday 
night attendees receive a free copy of 
N.T. Wright’s book The Challenge of 
Easter. Saturday morning attendees 
receive a free copy of My Godfather by 
C.S. Lewis.

NOBTS students who attend Greer-
Heard have the chance to win a $400 
NOBTS account credit, one of two free 
Defend the Faith registrations, and 
one of 10 Greer-Heard mp3 audio 
sets.

Full registration to the ETS regional 
meeting is $35 and includes lunch on 
Saturday, Greer-Heard registration 
and an additional book on Friday.

For more information, visit 
greerheard.com.

Discipleship Through Small Groups Seminar 
Set for March 30 in Leavell Center

Unlimited Partnerships and The 
Center for Discipleship and Spiritual 
Formation at NOBTS will sponsor a 
seminar March 30 focused on leading 
discipleship ministries through small 
groups in the local church.

Carter Shotwell, executive pastor 
of ministries at Lakepointe Church in 
Rockwall, Texas, will lead the 9 a.m. to 
noon seminar in the Leavell Center. All 
students are invited!

http://nobtsgatekeeper.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/athens_mission_trip_2015.pdf
http://joinnoba.com/ptw2015/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/preach-the-word-2015-tickets-14072712863
http://greerheard.com
http://unlimitedpartnerships.org/


JoAnn Leavell: My Mentor and Me
By Dr. Rhonda H. Kelley

JoAnn Leavell has been an 
important part of my life for 
39 years! Chuck and I were 
called to NOBTS in August 1975, 
only seven months after Dr. 
Landrum P. Leavell II became its 
7th president.

I immediately bonded with 
Mrs. Leavell because we were 
both from New Orleans and 
loved our city. We both lived on 
campus, went to First Baptist 
New Orleans, and loved to talk!

As a young bride, married only one 
year, I quickly connected with Mrs. 
Leavell who became a beloved mentor 
and friend. I was in her first student 
wives class in 1979 and have been 
closely involved in that wonderful 
ministry since then, now serving as the 
Director of the Ministry Wife Program.

As a student wife, Mrs. Leavell taught 
me many important truths:

1. You never have a second chance to 
make a first impression.

2. Learn to say “no” with your teeth 
showing (with a smile).

3. You don’t have to do everything 
in the church, but you do have to do 
something.

4. The bigger the earrings, the better. 
She said, “I am part gypsy.”

5. Learn to cry pretty. (I still struggle 
with that one, especially as I say 
goodbye to my friend.)

1983 was a very big year for the 
Kelleys. Chuck received his ThD in May, 
I received my PhD in August, and he 
joined the NOBTS faculty in August of 
that year. Chuck had worked with Dr. 
Leavell as grader for his evangelism 
class while working on his doctorate. 
Though he was called to evangelism 
and planned a ministry in itinerant 
evangelism, God had different plans 
for Chuck’s life. In the spring of 1983, 

Dr. Leavell approached Chuck about 
teaching evangelism. After redirection 
from the Lord, Chuck accepted the 
position and became the youngest 
faculty member at NOBTS and the only 
faculty member without significant 
church staff experience. Our ministry 
connection with the Leavells continued 
during Chuck’s 13 years on the faculty 
as Professor of Evangelism, Chairman 
of Pastoral Ministries, and Director of 
the Leavell Center for Evangelism.

As a professor’s wife, Mrs. Leavell 
trained me for ministry and shared 
many life lessons along the way:

1. If you love me, call me JoAnn. That 
was hard! She was Mrs. Leavell and 
held my greatest respect. I could never 
call him Landrum.

2. If you are sick on Sunday morning, 
move your car from the driveway 
so the students won’t think you are 
sleeping in.

3. If you don’t pick up the trash on 
campus, no one will.

4. A written thank you note is a 
lasting ministry.

5. Wear black; it looks better on your 
hips.

During those years, I had the joy 
of working with JoAnn on many 
campus events. We planned two 
major conferences for women. She 

called them “big women’s 
conferences,” but little women 
could come too. Our theme was 
“Lord, Change Me.” Dr. Leavell 
teased us about being partners 
in crime. He called us Bim and 
Bo (Bimbo), threatening to plan 
a conference with Chuck with 
the theme “Lord, Change Her 
Back!”

One of her personal passions 
was the JoAnn Leavell Clothing 
Ministry. It was my joy to 
accompany her to Stein Mart 
to dress many grateful student 

wives. She did have opinions about 
their clothing choices. On occasion, 
she would fling open the door of the 
dressing room to examine an outfit 
and exclaim, “Honey, that color doesn’t 
work for you.” The student wives were 
always grateful for her generosity and 
personal attention. We continue that 
ministry in her memory.

JoAnn wrote two books, her “Alpha 
and Omega!” Joy in the Journey was a 
reflection on life after her “episode” (a 
stroke). I had the joy of writing Don’t 
Miss the Blessing with her. Dr. Leavell 
said that I was “the only person on 
earth who could outline JoAnn!” I am 
so grateful that we revised that book 
for ministry wives in 2010. She spent 
a week at their apartment on campus, 
and we worked through the manuscript 
while drinking coffee and reminiscing. 
I read aloud each word of the book for 
her to approve or reject as she often 
digressed to tell the rest of the story. 
That was a special time of bonding.

JoAnn involved me in Women’s 
Auxiliary at NOBTS, the organization 
which provides scholarships for 
student wives seeking undergraduate 
or graduate degrees.

–Continued on next page



GK Links

Volunteer for Neighborhood Cleanup
The annual Edgewood Park 
Neighborhood Association cleanup 
is set for April 11, and volunteers are 
needed to accomplish the task. The 
cleanup is from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 
Volunteers will meet at Gentilly 

My Mentor and Me, continued
I now serve in her previous 

position as First Vice President, 
coordinating programs for the 
meetings. She also involved me in 
the SBC

Ministers’ Wives Luncheon. She 
served as president in 1978 and 
received the Mrs. J.M. Dawson 
award as an outstanding ministry 
wife in 1990. She nominated me to 
serve as Vice President in 1990 and 
as President in 2010. My greatest 
honor was her nomination of me 
for the Mrs. J.M. Dawson Award in 
2005 just before Hurricane Katrina 
devastated New Orleans. I was 
thrilled to host the Ministers Wives 
Executive Committee for lunch in 
the NOBTS President’s Home in 
June 2012. As a member of the 
MWL Executive Committee, JoAnn 
was there. It was her last visit to 
our home – the wonderful home in 
which both of us have spent many 
years of life and ministry.

As the president’s wife, Mrs. 
Leavell encouraged me and offered 
wise counsel:

1. Never put your photo on the 
cover of the Seminary cookbook.

2. Always keep the downstairs 
ready for company.

3. Students come and go, but you 
can still make a lasting difference in 
their lives.

4. Don’t try to be me. Be better...
be yourself!

5. People will give you lots of 
advice. Let it go in one ear and out 
the other. Listen to God!

What a privilege to continue 
the Ministry Wife Program, 
Women’s Auxiliary, and Clothing 
Ministry loved so dearly by JoAnn 
Leavell. She was a bigger-than-life 
personality who had a profound 
impact on my life. I will miss her 
every day and will always thank 
God for my mentor!

Boulevard and Franklin Avenue 
the morning of the event. This is a 
great way for seminary students to 
express love to our neighbors in a 
tangible way. For more information, 
call Alma Dixon at 504.451.6885.

Camp NOLA Kidz, the community 
summer camp held each year on 
the NOBTS campus, is looking for 
male and female counselors for the 
2015 camp. Dates of service will be 
May 18 through July 31. Camp NOLA 
Kidz is a day camp, Monday through 
Friday, for children kindergarten 
through 9th grade. Activities include 
a teaching curriculum, pool time 
and afternoon rotations. For more 
information on the camp, check out 
nolakidz.com. Training includes one 
week prior to the start of camp as 
well as Wednesday night leadership 
training. Camp experience (including 
leading Bible studies) preferred. 
Housing options are available. Your 
weekends are free! Contact Jason 
Burnett, Camp NOLA Kidz director, 
at preschooldaycamp@nobts.edu or 
504.816.8144 for more information.

Be a Camp NOLA 
Kidz Counselor

https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/geaux-therefore/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/nobtswomen-blog/
http://gentilly.tv/neighborhoods/edgewoodpark_map.htm
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