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Do particulars matter?
By Judi 
Jackson

Have you 
heard the 
story of the 
two brothers 
who were 
convicted 
of stealing 
sheep 
and then 
branded on 
the forehead 
with the letters “ST,” meaning sheep 
thief? One of the brothers was unable 
to bear the stigma and tried to run 
from the shame by traveling to 
distant lands. He ended up dying far 
from home, full of bitterness for his 
situation.

The other brother came to terms with 
the consequences for his actions, 
determining to stay put and work 
on gaining back the respect of his 
neighbors. As the years passed, he 
developed a reputation for integrity. 
One day a stranger came and saw 
the old man with the letters on his 
forehead. He asked a neighbor 
what they signified. “Oh,” he said, “it 
happened a great while ago. I have 
forgotten the particulars, but I think the 
letters are an abbreviation for saint.”

Our back stories are important in 
that they remind us and others of the 
incredible power of God to take a life 
submitted to Him and turn that life 
around for His purposes and glory. 
Mary Riley was one of those people.

I met Mary when NOBTS began 
its undergraduate program at the 
Louisiana Correctional Institute for 
Women (LCIW). I visited the prison 
chapel with Dr. Rhonda Kelley and 

others to speak with officials about the 
details of such an undertaking. I was 
quite surprised to encounter several 
pieces of intricate hand-stitched 
banners and sketched art. When 
I inquired as to the origin of such 
creativity, I was introduced to Mary.

At that time, Mary had been in LCIW 
for almost 30 years, convicted for 
killing two people including her 
abusive husband. She was a “lifer.” Her 
journey to that place was not unlike 
others in the lifer club: abandoned 
and abused as a child, then resorted 
to prostitution and crime. She had 
no children and only one sister who 
lived in Iowa. LCIW had become her 
home and, as a result of painting a 
Bible mural in the old chapel, she 
said yes to a relationship with Jesus. 
This relationship didn’t get her out of 
prison but it changed the way that she 
faced her time inside the barbed-wire 
fences.

Mary was in the original cohort of 
NOBTS students at LCIW but her 
participation was full of personal 
insecurity. She questioned regularly 
whether she could perform up to the 
par of her peers who were younger 
and, in her estimation, much smarter. 
Dr. Kelley recalled a specific time this 
uncertainty came in play:

“I remember walking up to her just 
after she received a paper back 
with red marks all over it. She was 
discouraged and thought she wouldn’t 
be able to succeed in seminary. I had 
the joy of telling her those red marks 
were love notes from a caring teacher 
who knew she could improve and 
invested the time in her to grade her 
papers. And, she did succeed.”

As an instructor in several of the 

NOBTS courses at LCIW, I was 
continually amazed at how I would 
find myself forgetting the setting 
as I taught and processed the class 
material with the students there. 
Interacting with Mary filled me with 
this wonder. Whether dialoguing 
about course content or admiring her 
handiwork throughout the present 
chapel, I wasn’t focused on the crimes 
that got her there. Instead, I remained 
humbled by the work of God in her 
life reflected in her selfless spirit and 
creative expression.

Mary died just over a week ago. She 
had stage four lung cancer and had 
refused treatment. She was buried 
in a cemetery at LCIW that she was 
instrumental in getting in place so the 
women would not be buried at Angola 
as they had in the past.

Just like the sheep thieves in the 
fictional story had choices of how they 
would deal with the consequences 
of their actions, Mary had choices. 
And she chose Jesus. I imagine that 
if she had been branded in some 
way to reflect the nature of her 
crimes, a similar statement could 
have been said of her: “it happened a 
great while ago. I have forgotten the 
particulars, but I think the letters are 
an abbreviation for saint.”

For the latest in NOBTS 
Women’s Ministry, go to www.
nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/
nobts-women.
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Spring Semester 
Library Hours
The hours at the John T. Christian 
Library at NOBTS are as follows:

• Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 11 
p.m.
• Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Closed Sundays.

Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency 
Text Messaging Service today. Click 
HERE. Choose one or all of the 
groups to receive texts related to 
emergency situations that affect 
our NOBTS campuses and families. 
Main New Orleans Campus, 
New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension 
Centers; Florida Extension Centers; 
and Georgia & Alabama Extension 
Centers.

Emergency 
Text Messaging 
Service

Did you know that NOBTS 
graduate students can borrow items 
from other graduate academic 
libraries in the New Orleans area? 
Come by the circulation desk in the 
John T. Christian Library and register 
for a LaLinc card today.

Borrowing from 
other Academic 
Libraries

The SWAP Shop (Surplus With 
a Purpose) exists to provide an 
economical means by which the 
seminary community may exchange 
or secure quality clothing or small 
household items for personal use. 
Contributions of new and gently-
used clothes, furniture, books, 
household goods, gifts and toys are 
welcome.

The SWAP Shop is a volunteer 
organization open five days a week, 

SWAP Shop Hours, Call for Volunteers
with hours based on the availability 
of volunteers.

For hours of operation, join the 
NOBTS Swap Shop Facebook page 
by clicking HERE. Times are listed 
and closures are also announced 
there. The Swap Shop is always 
looking for volunteers, especially 
for morning hours, Saturdays and 
evenings after 7 p.m. For more 
information, call Rhonda Smith at 
504.481.3656.

If you love to write, volunteer with 
Langston Hughes Academy’s 5th 
and 6th grade writing conferences. 
The school is looking for strong 
writers to come in and meet one-
on-one with students to help them 
improve their writing. Langston 
Hughes, a Firstline School, is located 

Do you love to write?
at 3519 Trafalgar Street, near the 
Fairgrounds. Conferences will be 
Monday through Friday, any time 
between 8 and 11:30 a.m. For more 
information, contact Isaac Henry 
at ihenry@firstlineschools.org or 
504.717.3204.

If you have served as an 
international missionary for 6 months 
or longer, the Global Missions Center 

Have you served as an international 
missionary?

wants to know! Please email Sarah 
Cowan at globalmissionscenter@
nobts.edu.

Attention all who are involved 
in or interested in youth ministry… 
Have you registered for the 
upcoming YMI “One Day” yet? This 
event is a great opportunity to gain 
some wonderful training. The all 
day (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) “One Day” will 
be Friday, March 6. The cost is only 
$29 and covers your registration, 
all your materials and you get free 
lunch! This upcoming conference will 

YMI ‘One Day’ event is March 6
focus on Youth Ministry in Theory 
and Practice. This is a great training 
opportunity for all who have a heart 
for youth and want to learn and 
grow as a minister. So what are 
you waiting on? Register today! For 
details and registration information, 
email jacksonsec@nobts.edu or call 
the Youth Ministry Institute office at 
504.816.8103.

http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
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Events

Chapel Speakers

The Division of Church Music 
Ministries at New Orleans Baptist 
Seminary would like to invite churches 
in the greater New Orleans area to 
Crescent City Praise, February 26, 
NOBTS Leavell Chapel, 7 PM. This will 
be the 6th annual presentation of the 
event, and this year’s guest conductor 
is a familiar face to NOBTS, Dr. Jon 
Duncan, the Georgia Baptist Worship 
Facilitator  This night of worship 
includes congregational singing and 
traditional, classical, Black Gospel, and  
Southern Gospel choir anthems. The 
event will feature NOBTS students 
and community members. The choir 

‘Preach the Word 2015′ is March 31
How can pastors connect the 

agenda of the Kingdom of Christ to 
the cultures of local congregations 
for the sake of the mission of the 
gospel in the world? What role does 
the pulpit play in addressing issues 
of ethics and religious liberty? These 
are two key questions the upcoming 
Preach the Word 2015 workshop 
will seek to answer. Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church in New Orleans will 

host Preach the Word Tuesday, March 
31, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The one-
day preaching workshop will feature 
Dr. Russell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission.

Pre-Registration Cost is $10. 
NOBTS students may register for 
free. For more event information, go 
to joinnoba.com. Register online at 
Eventbrite.

Crescent City Praise set for Feb. 26 
in Leavell Chapel

will be accompanied by a student and 
community orchestra. We hope you 
can be a part of this year’s Crescent 
City Praise by attending the concert or 
by participating in the event.

March is Social 
Work Month

In a hurting world, Social Workers are 
the “hands and feet” of the Gospel. Now 
more than ever, churches and Christian 
ministries are looking for innovative ways 
to impact lives. The Social Work program 
at NOBTS prepares students for lives 
of Christian ministry to the vulnerable, 
hurting and marginalized. Equipped with 
solid theory and grounded in a Biblical 
and thoroughly Christian worldview, 
graduates of the NOBTS Social Work 
program are uniquely situated to 
serve either a Church setting or at a 
community-based social service agency.

Interested in learning more about 
the Division of Church & Community 
Ministries at NOBTS? Call 504.816.8089

Thursday, Feb. 19
Dr. Blake Newsom

NOBTS Dean of Chapel

Tuesday, Feb. 24
Clint Pressley

Senior Pastor, Hickory Grove
Baptist Church, Charlotte, N.C.
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