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Spring 2015 Graduation Application
The deadline to apply for Spring 

2015 Graduation is Feb. 15. All 
students who will be graduating in 
May must complete the Graduation 
Application, which can be found at 

nobts.edu/registrar (Click on “Apply 
for Graduation”). All students who 
apply for graduation after the Feb. 
15 deadline will be charged a late 
application fee of $35.

Spring Semester 
Library Hours
The hours at the John T. Christian 
Library at NOBTS are as follows:

• Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 11 
p.m.
• Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
• Closed Sundays.

Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency 
Text Messaging Service today. Click 
HERE. Choose one or all of the 
groups to receive texts related to 
emergency situations that affect 
our NOBTS campuses and families. 
Main New Orleans Campus, 
New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension 
Centers; Florida Extension Centers; 
and Georgia & Alabama Extension 
Centers.

Emergency 
Text Messaging 
Service

Did you know that NOBTS 
graduate students can borrow items 
from other graduate academic 
libraries in the New Orleans area? 
Come by the circulation desk in the 
John T. Christian Library and register 
for a LaLinc card today.

Borrowing from 
other Academic 
Libraries

The SWAP Shop (Surplus With 
a Purpose) exists to provide an 
economical means by which the 
seminary community may exchange 
or secure quality clothing or small 
household items for personal use. 
Contributions of new and gently-
used clothes, furniture, books, 
household goods, gifts and toys are 
welcome.

The SWAP Shop is a volunteer 
organization open five days a week, 

SWAP Shop Hours, Call for Volunteers
with hours based on the availability 
of volunteers.

For hours of operation, join the 
NOBTS Swap Shop Facebook page 
by clicking HERE. Times are listed 
and closures are also announced 
there. The Swap Shop is always 
looking for volunteers, especially 
for morning hours, Saturdays and 
evenings after 7 p.m. For more 
information, call Rhonda Smith at 
504.481.3656.

If you love to write, volunteer with 
Langston Hughes Academy’s 5th 
and 6th grade writing conferences. 
The school is looking for strong 
writers to come in and meet one-
on-one with students to help them 
improve their writing. Langston 
Hughes, a Firstline School, is located 

Do you love to write?
at 3519 Trafalgar Street, near the 
Fairgrounds. Conferences will be 
Monday through Friday, any time 
between 8 and 11:30 a.m. For more 
information, contact Isaac Henry 
at ihenry@firstlineschools.org or 
504.717.3204.

If you have served as an 
international missionary for 6 months 
or longer, the Global Missions Center 

Have you served as an international 
missionary?

wants to know! Please email Sarah 
Cowan at globalmissionscenter@
nobts.edu.

http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
mailto:globalmissionscenter%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:globalmissionscenter%40nobts.edu?subject=
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GK Links

Chapel Speakers

Thursday, Feb. 12
CAMPUS REVIVAL
Dr. Michael Catt

Senior Pastor, Sherwood
Baptist Church

Albany, Ga.

Tuesday, Feb. 17
NO CHAPEL

Happy Mardi Gras

The Division of Church Music 
Ministries at New Orleans Baptist 
Seminary would like to invite churches 
in the greater New Orleans area to 
Crescent City Praise, February 26, 
NOBTS Leavell Chapel, 7 PM. This will 
be the 6th annual presentation of the 
event, and this year’s guest conductor 
is a familiar face to NOBTS, Dr. Jon 
Duncan, the Georgia Baptist Worship 
Facilitator  This night of worship 
includes congregational singing and 
traditional, classical, Black Gospel, and  
Southern Gospel choir anthems. The 
event will feature NOBTS students 
and community members. The choir 

‘Preach the Word 2015′ is March 31
How can pastors connect the 

agenda of the Kingdom of Christ to 
the cultures of local congregations 
for the sake of the mission of the 
gospel in the world? What role does 
the pulpit play in addressing issues 
of ethics and religious liberty? These 
are two key questions the upcoming 
Preach the Word 2015 workshop will 
seek to answer.

Franklin Avenue Baptist Church 
in New Orleans will host Preach 

the Word Tuesday, March 31, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The one-day 
preaching workshop will feature 
Dr. Russell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission.

Pre-Registration Cost is $10. 
NOBTS students may register for 
free. For more event information, go 
to joinnoba.com. Register online at 
Eventbrite.

Crescent City Praise set for Feb. 26 
in Leavell Chapel

will be accompanied by a student and 
community orchestra. We hope you 
can be a part of this year’s Crescent 
City Praise by attending the concert or 
by participating in the event.

March is Social 
Work Month

In a hurting world, Social Workers are 
the “hands and feet” of the Gospel. Now 
more than ever, churches and Christian 
ministries are looking for innovative ways 
to impact lives. The Social Work program 
at NOBTS prepares students for lives 
of Christian ministry to the vulnerable, 
hurting and marginalized. Equipped with 
solid theory and grounded in a Biblical 
and thoroughly Christian worldview, 
graduates of the NOBTS Social Work 
program are uniquely situated to 
serve either a Church setting or at a 
community-based social service agency.

Interested in learning more about 
the Division of Church & Community 
Ministries at NOBTS? Call 504.816.8089

https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/news/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/nobtswomen-blog/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/geaux-therefore/
http://joinnoba.com/ptw2015/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/preach-the-word-2015-tickets-14072712863
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By Neisha Roberts/
The Alabama Baptist

MONTGOMERY Ala. (BP) -- What once 
read "bride and groom" on Alabama 
marriage licenses now reads "spouse 
and spouse." Gay "marriage" was made 
legal Feb. 9 after the 11th Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Atlanta did not issue an 
extended stay request from Alabama 
Attorney General Luther Strange's office 
over a recent ruling by U.S. District Judge 
Callie V.S. Granade.

The state waited in anticipation to see 
if the U.S. Supreme Court would step in 
to extend the stay, but the waiting ended 
in disappointment for those supportive 
of biblical marriage.

The Alabama Baptist State Board of 
Missions voted unanimously at its Feb. 
6 meeting to "express moral outrage, 
intense grief and strong disagreement 
over court rulings that have set our 
culture in a direction against the biblical 
definition of marriage" in its Resolution 
on Reaffirmation of Biblical Marriage.

Rick Lance, ABSBOM executive 
director, said in a video statement (click 
here) released Feb. 4, "Now more than 
ever we need to commit ourselves 
to praying for spiritual and moral 
awakening in our land. In the course of 
history Christians have often been at 
their best when they were opposed by 
government and culture."

The ABSBOM encouraged all 
churches to be wise about preparing 
their bylaws and policies and released 
a Christian Response Task Force report 
designed to "help autonomous Baptist 
churches think through vital issues and 
formulate their own internal policies." 

The report listed options a Baptist 
church may use to "protect its biblical 
values" including a potential marriage 
statement: "We believe that marriage 
is a union between one man and one 

woman, following biblical principles 
(Gen. 2:19–24, Lev. 18:22, Matt. 19:4–6, 
Rom. 1:18–27, Eph. 5:22–33, Heb. 13:4). 
We believe that God sanctions only the 
union in marriage of a man to a woman. 
Therefore, this church recognizes 
only a wedding compatible with those 
standards."

The report concluded with a call 
for God's people to be "salt and light 
transforming the culture while not being 
conformed to (it)."

"Let us be true to our Lord and His 
Word while showing compassion and 
care to those for whom He died. Let us 
speak and practice the truth in love to 
the glory of the Lord and to the health of 
His Church" the report said.  

Also on the morning of Feb. 6 
about 70 people gathered to pray on 
the steps of Alabama's State House in 
Montgomery. Organized by Alabama 
Citizens Action Program (ALCAP), 
speakers included Dan Ireland, ALCAP 
executive director emeritus; Mark Gidley, 

pastor of Faith Worship Center, Glencoe; 
and Mike Jackson, director of the 
office of leadership and church health 
at ABSBOM. State Rep. Allen Farley 
closed in prayer. Joe Godfrey, ALCAP 
executive director, hosted the event and 
introduced each speaker. 

Godfrey said prior to the event, "This 
is not a matter of political debate ... 
this is truly an issue that addresses the 
very heart of God. His love for mankind 
is expressed through His designs for 
marriage and family. No matter the 
whims of public opinion ... God's Word 
does not change." 
Law-changing cases

Same-sex marriage was brought to 
Alabama by Granade's ruling on two 
separate cases in January that said 
Alabama's ban on gay marriage was 
unconstitutional and violated the due 
process and equal protection clauses of 
the 14th Amendment. 

People gather outside the Alabama State House in Montgomery Feb. 6 for a 
prayer rally organized by Alabama Citizens Action Program following the recent 
ruling regarding same-sex marriage. Photo courtesy of Baptist Press

Same-sex marriage legal in Ala., NOBTS professor 
of ethics Jeffrey B. Riley weighs in on Baptist Press 

–Continued on next page
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After rejecting the state's arguments 
for an open-ended stay to delay the 
ruling until the U.S. Supreme Court 
decides on same-sex marriage in June, 
Granade eventually agreed to put a 
14-day stay on the ruling. But a three-
judge panel of the 11th Circuit Court 
denied the request Feb. 3 in favor of 
the two Mobile couples (Cari Searcy and 
Kim McKeand and James Strawser and 
John Humphrey) that had sued. Searcy 
and McKeand argued that Alabama law 
banning same-sex marriage prevented 
the recognition of their 2008 California 
marriage and Searcy as a parent to their 
son, whom McKeand gave birth to in 
2005. The second couple, Strawser and 
Humphrey, filed a lawsuit citing health 
and medical reasons for requesting a 
marriage license. Now the two couples, 
and countless others, can legally marry in 
the state as "spouse and spouse." 

But changing the long-standing 
definition of marriage as "one man 
and one woman" isn't going to "change 
the reality of the institution that God 
created," said Jeffrey B. Riley, professor of 
ethics at New Orleans Baptist Seminary.

"People don't have the authority by 
our legal fight to change what marriage 
is. ... God created marriage as a gift 
to men and women. It's a leaving and 
cleaving, one flesh union between one 
man and one woman for life," Riley said. 

So what can Christians do in the midst 
of this new law?

"Our role as the church is to present a 
biblical view of sexuality and to do better 
at declaring God's plan and purposes for 
men and women and human sexuality in 
marriage," Riley said. "We live in a culture 
where the understanding of marriage is 
being undercut. As the church we must 
show the world what marriage should 
look like. That's where we begin and 
where our response is going to start.

"We're going to have to be 
courageous and wise about where we 
speak and who we speak to. We have to 
tell the truth and to live our marriages 

... so people can look at (them) in the 
church and say, 'That's what marriage 
is.'"

Although probate judges are now 
required to issue same-sex marriage 
licenses, several Alabama counties said 
they will no longer perform wedding 
ceremonies, citing potential office 
confusion and increased workload, 
according to news reports. 

Chilton County Probate Judge 
Bobby Martin said probate judges will 
not be required to perform wedding 
ceremonies anymore because of a 
section of Alabama law code that says 
marriages "may be" solemnized by any 
licensed minister, active or retired judge, 
circuit court or district court. The "may 
be" statement releases officials from the 
idea of being "required to." 

For gay marriage supporters, Feb. 
9 was "huge win." Benjamin Cooper, 
chairman of Equality Alabama, said, "We 
anticipated this. We are overjoyed and 
thrilled and really proud of our federal 
court."

But New Orleans Seminary's Riley 
said, "It ought to break our hearts to 
see marriage abused in any form and 
redefined in any way, but God is God," 
referencing Galatians 6:7–9.

Riley said those stuck in sexual 
immorality will eventually be broken by 
it. The church's role now, he said, is to 
"prepare for ministry to those who will 
be broken down."

"It's an act of love and goodness to tell 
the truth because if we tell the truth now 
those who are broken by these practices 
down the road are going to come to us 
when they're tired of being broken and 
want to be set free.

"The deterioration of our society is 
what happens in a society in which God 
is rejected. But I'm not going to lose heart 
and I'm also going to trust that God is 
going to do something wonderful out of 
this," Riley said.

Johnny Fain, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Dothan, said he was prepared 

for the aftermath of the ruling that 
ultimately made same-sex marriage legal 
in the state. He said, "Our mission is still 
the same -- to reach the world and obey 
the law of God."

Fain said the church's bylaws state 
the "conditions of marriage and we spell 
it out very plainly in our policies." He said 
he would refuse to perform a same-sex 
marriage ceremony and uphold the 
sanctity of marriage, "regardless of what 
a law states." 

Henry C. Strickland, dean of Samford 
University's Cumberland School of Law 
in Birmingham, said the recent rulings 
should not affect churches or pastors in 
the immediate future because of "equal 
protection clauses." 

"The state cannot treat people 
differently on the basis of being a gay 
couple but that does not mean a private 
entity like a pastor cannot treat them 
differently," he said. "Someone may try 
to pass a statute to regulate that but 
there's nothing like that right now." 

And although the district court order 
may require Alabama to issue gay 
marriage licenses now, that decision still 
may be overturned if the U.S. Supreme 
Court finds in its upcoming review of 
cases from Ohio, Tennessee, Michigan 
and Kentucky, that states may prohibit 
same-sex marriage, said David M. 
Smolin, professor of constitutional law 
and director of the center for children, 
law and ethics at Samford's law school. 

"It is still possible that the Supreme 
Court will not hold to gay marriage as 
a right so ... if Alabama did allow gay 
marriages between now and June and 
then the Supreme Court doesn't rule 
in favor ... it seems out of order," he 
said. "Maybe those marriages will get to 
remain marriages but then a decision 
that was wrongly decided (by the lower 
courts) gets to stick." 

[Neisha Roberts is editorial production 
coordinator for The Alabama Baptist. 
Jennifer Davis Rash, executive editor of the 
Alabama Baptist, contributed to this story.]

Same-sex marriage legal in Ala., continued


