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Page tackles issue of suicide in NOBTS chapel message

NEWS

By Frank McCormack

“I’ve never preached on 
this subject at a seminary 
before. I’ve spoken on it in 
churches a few times, but 
not often. For you see, five 
years and two months ago, 
my daughter left her family 
behind when she committed 
suicide. That ‘left behind’ 
feeling still affects us to this day.”

Frank Page, president and CEO of the 
Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, launched the topic 
of his message at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s Leavell Chapel 
Jan. 27 with those poignant words.

He described how, in late 2009, he 
received a call from his oldest daughter, 
Melissa.

“It had been a tumultuous few weeks 
prior to that,” Page said. “But believe 
me, my antenna went up when she said, 
‘Daddy, I love you.’ I said, ‘Baby, I love 
you.’ She said, ‘Daddy, tell mama and 
the girls I love them too.’ I said, ‘Honey, 
I’m not going to do that. You tell them 
that.’ ‘Daddy, I can’t. I love you, daddy.’ 
Click.”

Page said he immediately began 
calling and texting Melissa, with no 
answer. A few minutes later, he received 
a call from a member of his church who 
was Melissa’s neighbor. “Pastor, there’s 
an ambulance. Please, what’s going on 
at Melissa’s house?” she asked.

Page rushed to his daughter’s house 
only to be met by a police office who 
said Melissa was at the hospital. He then 
rushed to the hospital, where a physician 
and member of his church met him and 
said, simply, “Oh pastor, I’m so sorry.”

“What did I do? What do you do when 
you hear something like that? Your 
firstborn baby has killed herself. I didn’t 
know what to do, so I did what I knew to 
do. That was to quote scripture,” Page 
said. “God didn’t need me to quote it to 
him, but I needed to hear that word from 
the Lord.”

So Page fell to his knees in a secluded 
hospital room and quoted Job 1:21, 
“The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh 
away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” The second scripture to come 
to mind was John 14:1-3, “Let not your 
hearts be troubled. You believe in God, 
believe also in me. In my father’s house 
are many mansions. If it were not so, 
I would’ve told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go, I will come 
again and will receive you unto myself. 
That where I am you may be also.”

Page’s message from John 14:1-3, 
framed by the story of his daughter’s 
death, was weighty and timely, given the 
epidemic in the United States today of 
depression, mental illness and suicide.

“Out of all people groups, all races, 
all ethnic groups, all socio-economic 
levels, it is epidemic,” he said. “In some 
parts of our country more so than 
others. Particularly among the younger 
demographic. In fact, it has taken a 
massive jump over the past few years 
among young women ages 18 to 29.”

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, in 2012 (the latest record 
available) the suicide rate in the United 
States was 12.6 deaths per 100,000 
Americans. That’s the highest suicide 
rate in 25 years. In 2012, suicide 
was the 10th leading cause of death 
among Americans. According to the 
organization Suicide Awareness Voices 
of Education (SAVE), 15 percent of 
people who are clinically depressed die 
by suicide. Ninety percent who die by 
suicide have an existing mental illness or 

substance abuse problem 
at the time of death. Also 
according to SAVE, one 
in 65,000 children ages 
10 to 14 die each year by 
suicide.

In light of that suicide 
epidemic in the United 
States, Page offered four 
words from the John 14 
passage. He first pointed 
to a “word of peace.”

“Jesus said in that powerful Johannine 
passage, ‘Let not your heart be troubled. 
You believe in God, believe also in 
me,’” Page said. “He knew we would be 
troubled. … It’s not a question of it. It’s a 
question of when.”

Page also pointed to John 16:13: “In 
this life you will have tribulation.” 

“Some of you have very deep scars 
of difficulty that have already beset you, 
even in your young lives,” Page told 
the seminary students gathered. “We 
all struggle in life, but our Lord speaks 
a word of peace. ‘I want to help you 
through that. You need to believe in God 
and believe in me.’ In that, you will find 
solace. In that, you will find a help which 
you cannot find anywhere else.”

To this point, Page said ministers 
and believe in general must be ready 
to confront and refute bad theology that 
declares suicide an unpardonable sin.

“Teach the word that says if salvation 
is true it is forever,” he said.

He also challenged pastors to be 
deliberate about teaching believers 
to effectively minister to those going 
through difficult times, to be careful 
in what they say, and to avoid “trite 
platitudes” that are often untrue and 
many times inappropriate. One common, 
hurtful platitude is “You just need to snap 
out of it.”

“Don’t ever say that,” Page said. “If 
they could snap out of it, they would 
snap out of it.”

He also said it’s important to practice 
and teach the ministry of presence.



NEWS

“The Bible says we are to provide 
the comfort we received ourselves. It is 
our job to give that word of peace and 
comfort the Lord so desperately wishes 
people to have,” he said.

Secondly, Page pointed to a word of 
preparation in John 14:2.

“‘I go to prepare a place for you,’” 
Page emphasized. “My friends, those 
who know him have a place in heaven, 
and I know my baby is in heaven now.”

There’s also a word of promise, found 
in John 14:3 — “If I go … I will come 
again.”

Unfortunately, Page said, the second 
coming of Christ is an often overlooked 
matter of theology.

“It has just been left on the dusty 
shelf of theology,” he said. “History 
is not cyclical. It is linear. It is going 
somewhere. It is headed for a collision 
course with eternity, and we need to 
preach it.”

Finally, Page emphasized a word of 
presence at the end of verse 3 — “that 
you also may be where I am.” He also 
shared Psalm 46:1 as a word about 

God’s presence. Persons struggling with 
depression and considering suicide, 
and those left behind following a suicide 
desperately need to experience that 
presence, Page said.

“They need to know there’s a God who 
will love them and care for them. There 
is a God who will be there for them in 
the good times and the bad,” he said. 
“Suicide is a horrible experience, but it 
happens. Marriages fail. The instances 
of divorce among those who have 
experienced suicide in the immediate 
family dramatically increases. Suicides 
themselves dramatically increase among 
survivors with a suicide in the family. 
There are ongoing consequences of any 
kind of tragedy, but particularly suicide.

“People need to know that the only 
place you will find hope is in the Lord. 
He will be with you,” he said.

Page chronicled the story of his 
daughter, Melissa, and his family’s 
journey since her death in the book, 
“Melissa: A Father’s Lessons from a 
Daughter’s Suicide.”

Page tackles issue of suicide, continued

Spring 2015 graduation 
application due Feb. 15
The deadline to apply for Spring 
2015 Graduation is Sunday, 
Feb. 15. All students who will be 
graduating in May must complete 
the Graduation Application, which 
can be found at http://www.nobts.
edu/registrar (Click on "Apply for 
Graduation"). All students who 
apply for graduation after the Feb. 
15 deadline will be charged a late 
application fee of $35.

Sign up to volunteer for Senior Fest 2015
Senior Fest 2015 is a one-day 
conference for senior adults that 
will be on the NOBTS campus Friday, 
Feb. 27. The conference is from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Student volunteers 
are needed to help the day of the 
event. Volunteers will receive a free 
t-shirt and lunch in the cafe the day 
of the event. Students do not have 
to volunteer the entire day, but they 
need to work at least 2 hours. If you 
are interested in volunteering with 
Senior Fest, please contact the social 

work office by phone at x8106 or by 
email at seniorfest@nobts.edu. For 
more information regarding Senior 
Fest, click HERE.

“Melissa: A Father’s Lessons from a 
Daughter’s Suicide” by Frank Page

http://www.nobts.edu/registrar
http://www.nobts.edu/registrar
mailto:seniorfest%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobts.edu/publications/seniorfest.html
http://nobts.edu/publications/seniorfest.html
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GK Links
Upcoming Chapel 

Speakers

Thursday, Feb. 5
Dr. Steve Gaines

Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church
Memphis, Tenn.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
Dr. Blake Newsom

NOBTS Dean of Chapel

Tuesday, Feb. 10; Wednesday,
Feb. 11; Thursday, Feb. 12

CAMPUS REVIVAL
Dr. Michael Catt

Senior Pastor, Sherwood
Baptist Church

Albany, Ga.

The Pray Like It Matters summit is 
set for Thursday, Feb. 5, from 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m., and Friday, Feb. 6, from 
8:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Leavell 
Center for Evangelism and Church 
Health. The event is free and will 
feature Dr. Steve Gaines, senior 
pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Cordova, Tenn. The event is 
sponsored by the Leavell Center for 
Evangelism and Church Health and 
by the Center for Discipleship and 
Spiritual Formation at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary.

‘Preach the Word 2015′
How can pastors connect the 
agenda of the Kingdom of Christ to 
the cultures of local congregations 
for the sake of the mission of the 
gospel in the world? What role does 
the pulpit play in addressing issues 
of ethics and religious liberty?

These are two key questions the 
upcoming Preach the Word 2015 
workshop will seek to answer.

Franklin Avenue Baptist Church 
in New Orleans will host Preach 
the Word Tuesday, March 31, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The one-day 
preaching workshop will feature 
Dr. Russell Moore, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission.

Pre-Registration Cost is $10. NOBTS 
students may register for free. 
For more event information, go to 
joinnoba.com. Register online at 
Eventbrite.

Grab your hubby and make plans 
now to attend the upcoming campus 
marriage encouragement event “As 
for Me and My House,” being held 
Friday, Feb. 6, from 6:30 p.m. to 9 
p.m., and Saturday, Feb. 7 from 8:30 
a.m. to noon.

The cost is only $10 per couple and 
includes Friday supper and Saturday 
breakfast.

Content will be presented by NOBTS 
professors Kristyn Carver, Craig 
Garrett and Kathy Steele. Tickets 
are for sale in the Dean of Students 
office through this Tuesday, Feb. 
3. Childcare is available by calling 
the Preschool Education Center at 
504.816.8585. For more information, 
email nobtswomen@nobts.edu.

Encouragement for 
Your Marriage

https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/news/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/2015/01/16/pray-like-it-matters-seminar/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/nobtswomen-blog/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/nobts-announcements/
https://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/geaux-therefore/
http://joinnoba.com/ptw2015/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/preach-the-word-2015-tickets-14072712863
mailto:nobtswomen%40nobts.edu?subject=
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By Dr. Chuck Kelley

This may seem like a silly question, 
but do you know who Southern 
Baptists are?

When asked that question, many 
people will think in terms of our 
theology and doctrine. 

We believe in the inspiration and 
inerrancy of Scripture. We are a 
people of the Book, and therefore, 
we read it, preach it, and seek 
to follow its teaching as we live 
our lives. We are theologically 
conservative and hold to a distinctive 
Baptist theology and polity. 
Southern Baptists passionately 
believe the Bible and affirm a Baptist 
theological 
identity.

Another way 
to address 
the question 
is to look at 
our mission. 
Who are we 
in terms of 
what we do? 
We answered that question at the 
first meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 1845. After voting to 
create the SBC, messengers also voted 
to create a Foreign Mission Board and 
a Board for Domestic Missions.

The glue that has always held us 
together… is a common passion to 
call all the peoples of the world to a 
saving faith in Jesus Christ.

The Great Commission is our DNA, 
literally. The glue that has always 
held us together and formed the 
basis of unprecedented levels of 
cooperation between completely 
autonomous churches is a common 
passion to call all the peoples of 
the world to a saving faith in Jesus 

Christ. More 
money is given 
to our mission 
enterprises 
by Southern 
Baptists than 
any other 
aspect of our 
work as a 
Convention. We 
are a people 
determined to take the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth.

Most of us know what we believe 
and most of us know what we do, 
but how many of us know who 
our churches are? We have 46,000 
churches. What are those churches 
like? If you imagine the typical 

Southern 
Baptist church 
is a large 
church with 
extensive 
ministries, 
you would be 
incorrect.

 One of the 
most amazing 

truths about Southern Baptists is 
that we are a Convention of smaller 
churches who work together to 
fund and operate large, extensive 
ministries on a state, national and 
global scale.

For instance, approximately 90% of 
all SBC churches have 250 people or 
less attending worship on any given 
Sunday.

Nearly 70% of all SBC churches have 
100 or fewer in attendance each week. 
Less than 2% of all SBC churches have 
more than 1,000 people present for 
Sunday worship. Clearly the Southern 
Baptist Convention is composed of 
far more smaller churches than larger 
churches.

There are many important 
implications flowing from this truth 
about Southern Baptist churches. 
Many of our pastors are bivocational 
pastors. They have both a secular 
career and a church ministry, often 
because the church they serve 
cannot afford to pay a full-time 
salary. If students are serving a 
church during seminary, it is nearly 
always a small church. 
 
When students go to serve a church 
after seminary, that church is often 
a smaller church, not a large or 
megachurch. When we start new 
churches, they typically begin as 
small churches.

Research indicates churches with 
less than 1,000 people present on 
a Sunday morning give a higher 
percentage of their budget to the 
Cooperative Program than churches 
with more than 1,000 people. In 
other words, smaller churches 
are the backbone of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. These churches 
are the source of our ministers, 
our missionaries, and much of 
our funding for the Cooperative 
Program.

Small is the new big. Our future 
will be determined by how well we 
nurture our small churches and 
enhance their fruitfulness.

“The glue that has always held 
us together… is a common 
passion to call all the peoples 
of the world to a saving faith 
in Jesus Christ.”

–Dr. Chuck Kelley


