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Chapel Schedule

Chapel Online
Visit the chapel archive at nobts.
edu/chapel to hear messages from 
past speakers. Visit youtube.com/
nobtspublications for “Conversations” 
videos of NOBTS Dean of Chapel 
Blake Newsom and past speakers.

Kelley encourages Western Cuba Seminary 
graduates to ‘stretch out to what lies ahead’

Defend the Faith conference set for Jan. 4–9
Defend the Faith, the annual Christian apologetics 

conference held on the campus of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary, is set for Jan. 4–9, 
2015. Defend the Faith seeks to equip Christians with 
the answers to tough questions the world is asking. 
Register now for a week of world-class apologetics  
and evangelism training and powerful worship.

Defend the Faith 2015 guest speakers include: 
author and professor Gary Habermas; Paul Copan, 

NOBTS President Chuck Kelley delivers the commencement 
speech at the Western Cuba Seminary’s July graduation.

By Frank Michael McCormack

They arrived in personal cars, public buses, 
retrofitted cattle trucks or on foot, traveling anywhere 
from a few blocks to a few hours away.

Students in caps and gowns, along with family, 
faculty and friends, gathered July 4 in historic Calvary 
Baptist Church — a domed former circus building in 
Old Havana, Cuba — to celebrate their graduation 
from the Western Cuba Baptist Theological Seminary.

They received degrees in counseling, theology, 
pastoral ministry, youth ministry and worship — and 
made incredible sacrifices along the way. In Cuba, 
where a meager government salary of $20 to $30 a 
month is guaranteed for most professions, choosing 
a life of ministry means forfeiting that income and 
looking to the church for support. But in the words 
of Philippians 3:8, the students – and those who have 
gone before them – have considered “everything to 
be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing 
Christ Jesus” and making him known.

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
has long partnered with the seminary in Havana. 
NOBTS faculty members Ed and Kathy Steele, 
Mike Sharp, Darryl Ferrington and others have been 

instrumental in helping the Havana seminary launch 
its worship and counseling programs. As a symbol 
of that partnership — and as part of an exploratory 
trip to further develop that collaborative effort — 
NOBTS President Chuck Kelley delivered the 
commencement speech at the graduation ceremony.

Kelley shared a challenge from Philippians 3:13-
14: “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and reaching forward to what is ahead, I pursue as 
my goal the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in 
Christ Jesus.”

“We celebrate what you have done, but we look 
forward to what you are going to do,” Kelley said. 

“Paul encourages us to learn two important skills: He 
said to forget everything that lies behind and stretch 
out to what lies ahead.”

Kelley described how Paul started churches all 
across the Roman empire, was arrested and spent 
significant time in prison, was shipwrecked, was 
plotted against — yet in every circumstance used 
mightily by God. In freedom and captivity, he wrote 
the letters, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
that would become over half the New Testament. 
Paul’s life of faithfulness offers a powerful example for 
the graduates, Kelley said.

“No matter what your circumstances, God has 
something more for you,” Kelley said. “And my 
encouragement to you graduates is simply this: 
Celebrate this moment. Enjoy what you have done. 
But get ready, because God has something more for 
you. You are the people God intends to use to change 
the world. Never forget. God always has something 
more for you.”

Editor’s note: To learn more or to support the 
ongoing work in Havana and the western part of 
Cuba, contact Ed and Kathy Steele at esteele@nobts.
edu or ksteele@nobts.edu.

NOBTS HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

With the Thanksgiving holiday 
behind us, the NOBTS community 
is on the cusp of exams, the end of 
the semester and the Christmas break. 
Leavell College finals run from Dec. 
4 to Dec. 11, and graduate finals are 
Dec. 5 through Dec. 11. December 
commencement will be held Saturday, 
Dec. 13, in Leavell Chapel at 10 a.m. 
NOBTS offices will close Dec. 23 for 
the Christmas and New Year holidays. 
Offices reopen Jan. 5.

author and Pledger Family Chair at Palm Beach 
Atlantic University; Douglas Groothuis, professor 
of philosophy at Denver Seminary; and Western 
Michigan University Professor of Philosophy Tim 
McGrew. For a full list of speakers, click HERE.

For information regarding registration and 
available course work, visit http://nobtsapologetics.
com/defendthefaith/index.html.
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NOBTS Women Volunteer with Operation Christmas 
Child
If you like children and want to impact them 
throughout the world, then coordinating the 
volunteers at the Operation Christmas Child 
collection center on the campus of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary might be for you. The 
position is for 2015, but stepping forward now will let 
you see how it is done this year. If you are interested, 
contact Lloyd Harsch at lharsch@nobts.edu.

Volunteer with Student Enlistment
The Office of Student Enlistment is looking for 
student volunteers to represent the seminary at 
colleges and conferences. If you are passionate about 
NOBTS and would love the opportunity to talk 
with prospective students about our seminary, let us 
know here. You can also call 504.282.4455 x3232.

Have you found us online?
We’ve got a Facebook group called NOBTS Student 
Wives Fellowship as well as NOBTS QUEST. 
Join soon to keep up with what’s going on! Event 
updates are posted periodically to help get the word 
out! Also check out our blogs at courtneyveasey.com 
and judijackson.blogspot.com. For an archive of the 
women’s programs blog, click HERE.

Christmas Tour of Homes
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas all over 
campus! On Monday, Dec. 8, from 6:15 to 9 p.m., 
join other campus ladies for this festive – and 
FREE – time of holiday frivolity! We’ll start in 
Martin Chapel at 6:15, breaking into tour groups 
and getting to know each other.

Then, shortly after, we’ll hit the streets and visit the 
homes that have volunteered to be on this year’s 
tour! And before the evening’s over, we’ll head to 
the President’s Home for some Christmas goodies. 
We’ll be asking you to RSVP soon so stay tuned for 
that. Oh, and if you need childcare, please contact 
the Preschool Center by Dec. 6 for reservations 
(x8585).

QUEST Study Break
On Tuesday, Dec. 9, from 8 to 9:30 p.m., the 
parlor in Carey Hall will be filled with goodies 
from Daddy’s Donuts and more in an effort to 
give you one more push for finishing strong this 
semester. Everyone needs a study break (even if 
you’re through with exams), so join the crowd and 
enjoy some end-of-the-semester fun!

who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks 
in you" (Matthew 10:20, NKJV).

3. A winner of souls.
The results are left up to Him. A believer plants the 

seed and the Holy Spirit waters it, bringing forth the 
fruit -- the salvation of lost souls (John 15:1–8). We 
are to plant the seeds and trust God for the harvest. 
He is the winner of souls; we are His vehicles.

It has helped me personally to understand God's 
plan for spreading His Gospel. When believers 
follow Him faithfully, He works in our lives to make 
us witnesses, and He works in the lost person's life, 
drawing him/her to salvation. His command to us is 
fulfilled by His promise and with His results.

As I have followed Jesus, I have found several 
effective ways to let Him come out of my mouth. I 
say "God bless you" instead of "Good luck." I say 
"I'll be praying for you" instead of "I'll be thinking 
about you." And I carry around a Thank You note 
which expresses gratitude and a brief testimony plus 
the plan of salvation. It can easily be left with a tip or 
with a store clerk.

On a recent trip, I handed a Thank You note and 
a tip to the skycap who checked my luggage at the 
airport. As I walked off, he called out to me: "Hey, 
lady! Are you a Christian?" I smiled and responded 
with a nod. He said, "That's great. I am too, but my 
buddy here is not. I've been witnessing to him, so 
today's your turn." My Thank You note provided the 
opportunity for Jesus to come out of my mouth.

So, follow Jesus. Lay your nose on the altar. 
Witness to a mannequin. Or share a Thank You note. 
Keep Jesus on your mind and He will come out of 
your mouth!

Several years ago, my husband took me to a 
fancy restaurant in New Orleans for our anniversary 
dinner. He told the maître d' that our reservation 
was for two in the name of Kelley. To our surprise, 
the gentleman responded, "How did a man named 
Kelley get a Jewish nose like yours?"

Chuck's reply has stuck with me through the 
years: "I have a Jewish Savior named Jesus Christ 
who loves me so much He gave me His nose." Wow! 
That is turning a casual comment into a conversation 
about Christ.

I could not wait to ask Chuck how he thought 
of the reply so quickly. He joked, "I took Nose 
Evangelism at seminary" and "I laid my nose on the 
altar and said I'd blow it for Him." When I pushed 
him for a serious answer, my evangelism professor 
husband made it so simple it was impossible to 
ignore or forget: "If Jesus is on our minds, He will 
find a way out of our mouths."

My dad, Bob Harrington, was an evangelist 
known for many years as "The Chaplain of Bourbon 
Street." He was a bold wit ness to anyone and 
everyone. When I was a teenager, Dad took my 
sister and me shopping. He was more indulging than 
our practical mother but also more embarrassing. I 
exited the dressing room to show my dad the outfit I 
wanted and was humiliated to find him witnessing to 
a mannequin. He finished the plan of salvation and 
then placed a Gospel tract in the lifeless hand.

Shocked, I asked him, "Dad, what are you doing?" 
He replied sincerely, "I decided to practice witnessing 
to a dead prospect so I will be ready when I get a 
live one." He was using every opportunity to be a 
witness.

While I am not an evangelism professor or an 
evangelist, I am a Christian who should have Christ 
on my mind. And since I like to talk, a witness will 
come out of my mouth when He is on my mind. 
Jesus is teaching me that I am the PERSON in 
PERSONAL evangelism. It is my responsibility to 
have Jesus on my mind so He will come out of my 
mouth.

Jesus spoke clearly to His disciples about witnessing 
in Matthew 4:19: "Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men" (NKJV). His command to us is 
follow. His promise is that He will do the work, to 
empower us. The result is obedient followers who are 
fishers of men.

Like my husband's "if-then" definition of 
witnessing, Jesus gives us an "if-then" challenge to be 
witnesses in Matthew 4:19 with these key elements:

1. Follow Christ.
The command is simple and clear, but sometimes 

difficult to accomplish. Every follower of Jesus, not 
just the gifted or the called, must follow Him and 
His purpose -- not personal plans. Believers are to 
develop the spiritual disciplines of prayer, Bible study, 
serving and witnessing. We are to follow after Christ, 
not self or others. Jesus said it this way in John 12:26: 
"If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I 
am, there My servant will be also" (NKJV).

2. Christ will make you.
The promise is perfect and complete. It is the work 

of the Holy Spirit, not human ability, that enables the 
believer to share Jesus with others. Whether you feel 
weak or strong, the power of the Holy Spirit will help 
you witness. We are to allow Him to speak through 
us words of faith and hope. Jesus said, "It is not you 

Baptist Press: Rhonda Kelley shares on personal evangelism


