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New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary
SEPTEMBER 10, 2014

Chapel Schedule

Thursday, September 11
Dr. Anthony Jordan

Executive Director-Treasurer
Baptist General Convention of OK

Tuesday, September 16
Dr. Frank Cox

Senior Pastor, North Metro
Baptist Church, Lawrenceville, Ga.

Thursday, September 18
Dr. Mike MIller

NOBTS Campus Pastor
Pastor, FBC Kenner, La.

Tuesday, September 23
Dr. Thomas Strong

Dean, Leavell College

Don’t Miss

Chapel Online
Visit the chapel archive at nobts.
edu/chapel to hear messages from 
past speakers. Visit youtube.com/
nobtspublications for “Conversations” 
videos of NOBTS Dean of Chapel 
Blake Newsom and past speakers.

Convocation: Kelley calls students 
to steadfast faith in midst of trouble

By Frank Michael McCormack

NEW ORLEANS—New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary held its annual convocation 
service in Leavell Chapel Sept. 2, during which one new 
professor signed the seminary’s confessional documents 
and five other faculty members were honored for 
anniversaries of 10, 15 and 20 years at the school.

Kevin Brown, in his first semester at NOBTS 
as associate professor and Caskey Chair of Church 
and Community Ministries, signed The Articles of 
Religious Belief and The Baptist Faith and Message. 

Every NOBTS professor since the 
school’s first semester in 1918 have 
signed the school’s own Articles of 
Religious Belief.

Brown specializes in community-
based social work and, from 1998 
to 2014, was executive director of 
New Orleans’ Trinity Christian 
Community organization. Brown’s 

father started TCC in the mid-1960s.
Jeff Griffin, associate professor of Old Testament 

and Hebrew and dean of libraries, and Jeff Nave, 
professor of psychology and counseling and director 
of testing and counseling, were honored for 10 years 
at NOBTS.

Philip Pinckard, professor of missions and director 
of the Global Missions Center, received accolades for 
15 years at NOBTS.

Both Darryl Ferrington, professor of music 
education, and Allen Jackson, professor of youth 
education and director of the Youth Ministry 
Institute, were honored for 20 years at New Orleans 
Seminary.

These three other ministry-based and senior 
professors were recognized for their long-time service 
at NOBTS:

• Bob Hall, director of the Birmingham, Ala., 
extension, has been a ministry-based faculty member 
for 10 years.

• Jimmy Dukes, senior professor of New Testament 
and Greek and director of prison programs, has been 
on the faculty 30 years.

• Dan Holcomb, senior professor of church history, 
has taught at NOBTS 35 years.

Following the faculty recognitions, NOBTS 
President Chuck Kelley shared a message from Acts 
20, which recounts the Apostle Paul’s farewell to the 
elders of the Ephesian church. Paul describes himself 

in verse 19 as “serving the Lord with all humility 
and with tears and with trials that happened to me 
through the plots of the Jews.”

“Did you notice that?” Kelley asked. “Paul said 
he was serving the Lord with all humility of mind, 
devout, complete in his service to the Lord. And 
what happened? … Paul had trouble in his life and 
his ministry.”

Kelley said Christians in America have to fight 
against what he calls the “blessing curse.” Christians 
in America live in the most wealthy and powerful 
nation in the world and, for students present at the 
NOBTS convocation chapel, they are part of the 
largest Protestant denomination in America.

“You have this great blessing that seeks to convince 
you that, if you love Jesus, everything is easy. If 
you love Jesus, everything works. If you love Jesus 
and God is blessing, ‘blessing’ means the absence 
of trouble,” Kelley said. “There’s one problem with 
that: You will not find that anywhere in the pages 
of Scripture. You will not find that anywhere in the 
experiences and the lives of those who follow Christ.”

Kelley said most faithful, true followers of Christ, 
including Paul for much of his ministry, are often 
found to be suffering.

“The blessing curse makes you get discouraged 
when things are not going as well as you think they 
should. You were obedient to God. You came to New 
Orleans for seminary. Why don’t you have more 
money in your bank account at the end of the month? 
Why isn’t it easier to pay tuition because, after all, 
you’ve been faithful? Why is it that you are struggling 
to find a place to serve?” Kelley asked. “Why? I don’t 
know. All I know is, when you serve Jesus, you will 
experience trouble. It comes in all different shapes 

NOBTS President Chuck Kelley congratulates Allen 
Jackson, left, for 20 years on the faculty of the seminary.

See CONVO on page 2

Kevin Brown
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CONVO, from page 1

Pianist Needed
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a pianist. 
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. If you 
are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com to arrange for an interview. 
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume with your correspondence.

Leeke Magee Christian Counseling 
Center Groups
The Leeke Magee Christian Counseling Center 
at New Orleans Baptist Seminary will offer the 
following group classes this fall semester. Classes 
are free to the seminary family. Email or call 
to reserve your spot: LMCCC@nobts.edu or 
504.816.8004.

Prepare to Last
“Prepare to Last” is designed for soon to be 
married and married couples who are interested 
in developing relationship-building tools for every 
phase of their relationship life. Learn to strengthen 
communication skills, discuss personality styles, 
and receive tips on conflict resolution. “Prepare 
to Last” will meet Mondays, 6:30-8 p.m., starting 
Sept. 8 and running for 8 weeks.

Developing Lasting Relationships
“Developing Lasting Relationships” is designed 
for singles to provide help in choosing the right 
relationship for their lives. It provides participants 
with a better understanding of themselves, the 
people they date, and gives Biblical counsel on 
how to build healthier relationships in their lives. 
This class is based off of the book “How to Avoid 
Falling in Love with a Jerk” by John Van Epp. This 
group will meet Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m., starting 
Sept. 9 and running for 5 weeks.

IMB Representatives to be On 
Campus Sept. 17-19
International Mission Board personnel consultants 
Ted Davis and Terry and Michelle Buford will be 
on the NOBTS campus Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
through Friday morning, Sept. 19, conducting 
interviews and meeting with students. The IMB 
representatives will have a table located near the 
couches by the post office inside the atrium where 
students can drop by to visit and find out more 
about serving with the IMB. For more information, 
contact Davis at tdavis@imb.org.

Flu Vaccines Available in NOBTS 
Clinic
NOBTS Adults: Get ready to roll up your sleeve. The 
NOBTS Clinic’s annual shipment of the flu vaccine 
has arrived. Call and make your reservation today, and 
we will contact you to schedule your appointment.

The NOBTS Family Health Care Clinic offers 
the flu vaccine to adults (age 18 and over) by 
reservation and appointment only. The cost is $25. 
Please reserve your dose by calling 504.816.8596 or 
emailing clinic@nobts.edu and provide your name, 
NOBTS ID number, and a contact phone number.

The flu is a very unwelcome visitor in anyone’s 
home. It causes significant loss of time (usually 5 
to 7 days), loss of time at school and work, loss of 
family time and loss of Christian ministry time! It 
can, and does, cause a significant loss of life each 
year. The only contraindication is allergy to eggs.

For NOBTS children and adolescents, please call 
your pediatrician or visit gnoshots4kids.com or 
call 504.733.3268.

and packages. It comes in all different times 
and seasons.”

Paul experienced a sharp disagreement and 
parting of ways with Barnabas over fellow-
missionary John Mark.

“How do you get into a fight with someone 
called the ‘Son of Encouragement’? How do 
you do that?” Kelley said.

Paul also faced difficult issues with 
congregations and run-ins with Roman and 
Jewish officials.

“He had a life of struggle. So if you’re 
here and you have a challenging year, 
congratulations, you’re becoming like Paul the 
Apostle,” Kelley said. “That’s the way it is. This 
is going to be a year in which we experience 
challenges in every one of our lives.”

The question is, how will NOBTS students 
— and Christians in general — respond to 
that trouble.

“What you have to do is get your arms 
around it and understand that, when some 
bit of trouble happens in your life and your 
ministry, it doesn’t mean God forgot your 
name. It doesn’t mean you’re doing something 
wrong. When things aren’t coming together 
smoothly, it doesn’t mean you’re not on the 
right path,” Kelley said.

He also pointed to what Paul says in verse 
24: “But I do not account my life of any value 
nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish 
my course and the ministry that I received 
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel 
of the grace of God.” Kelley said Paul faced 
trouble with joy because of the gospel he was 
proclaiming to those he met. Joy in the midst 
of trouble, Kelley said, is what sets Christians 
apart from the rest of the world.

“Everybody has trouble. Atheists have 
trouble. Agnostics have trouble. Hindus have 
trouble. Buddhists have trouble. Animists 
have trouble. Everybody has trouble,” he said. 
“What distinguishes us is not the absence of 
problems in our lives. What distinguishes us 
is the presence of joy in the midst of conflict 
and trouble. This is our witness we make on 
behalf of Jesus.”

To remaining steadfast in the faith and 
have joy in the midst of trouble, Kelley said, 
requires a daily life of devotion to Jesus.

“Ladies and gentlemen, this is what it all 
boils down to, this is what we must be doing 
every day,” he said. “We cannot assume that, 
simply because we are at a seminary, we are 
walking with God. We must hold one another 
accountable. We must immerse ourselves in 
our devotional life every single day.”
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#Events at NOBTS

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

NOBTS Women

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

Sara Groves gave us the song ‘Remember 
Surrender’ to help us go back to the time we said 
‘yes’ to following God wholeheartedly. At the 
annual NOBTS Women’s Conference, the focus 
will be on remembering ... surrender, influence, 
and forward. This event is open to all women 
students, student wives, women staffers and wives, 
and women faculty and wives. It will be held 
Friday, Oct. 3, from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., and 

Saturday, Oct. 4, from 8:30 pa.m. to Noon. Cost 
is only $5. Tickets amy be purchased at the Dean 
of Students office beginning Sept. 8. For more 
information, contact Courtney Veasey at x3334.

NOBTS Women’s Conference: ‘Remember Surrender’
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