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Chapel Schedule

Thursday, September 4
Dr. Johnny Hunt

Pastor, FBC Woodstock, Ga.

Tuesday, September 9
Dr. Steve Lemke
NOBTS Provost

Thursday, September 11
Dr. Anthony Jordan

Executive Director-Treasurer
Baptist General Convention of OK

Tuesday, September 16
Dr. Frank Cox

Senior Pastor, North Metro
Baptist Church, Lawrenceville, Ga.

Don’t Miss

Chapel Online
Visit the chapel archive at nobts.
edu/chapel to hear messages from 
past speakers. Visit youtube.com/
nobtspublications for “Conversations” 
videos of NOBTS Dean of Chapel 
Blake Newsom and past speakers.

NOBTS archaeology team proposes 
date for ancient Gezer water system

By Gary D. Myers

NEVE SHALOM, Israel – New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary (NOBTS) professor Dan 
Warner said his team uncovered evidence this 
summer to help determine who built the ancient 
Gezer water system and estimate when they built it. 
According to Warner, the Canaanites likely built the 
system between 2000-1800 B.C., during the height 
of Gezer’s prominence as a Canaanite city-state.

The Gezer water system excavation is a joint 
project of the Moskau Institute of Archaeology at 
NOBTS and the Israel Nature and Parks Authority 
(INPA). Launched in 2010, the dig is co-directed by 
Warner and INPA chief archaeologist Tsvika Tsuk. 
Jim Parker, NOBTS professor and executive director 
of the Moskau institute, and Dennis Cole, professor 
and chairman of the division of Biblical studies at 
NOBTS, also provide leadership for the dig. In 
conjunction with the dig, NOBTS recently launched 
an academic program in archaeology, offering a 
master of arts degree in biblical archaeology.

“This is an unbelievable water system. It’s 
monumental, there is nothing like it in the world,” 
said Warner, associate professor of Old Testament 
and archaeology at NOBTS. “It is one of the oldest 
and largest [water systems] in the world.”

The system consists of four parts: a keyhole-shaped 
entrance, a long diagonal shaft, a basin to collect 
water and a cavern located just beyond the basin. 
The system provided a water source inside the walls 
of Gezer. The massive water system measures 12 feet 
wide and 24 feet high at its opening and stretches 130 
feet into the ground at a 38 degree slope.

Irish archaeologist R.A.S. Macalister excavated 
the system from 1906 to 1908. Macalister, and 
French archaeologist Peré Vincent who visited the 
site, produced detailed drawings and accounts of 
the system’s features. Shortly after the excavation, a 
retaining wall collapsed and refilled the water system. 
It remained untouched for 102 years.

Macalister dated the system to the Middle Bronze 
Age. However, many modern archaeologists attribute 
its construction to the Iron Age Israelites under 
King Ahab (c. 870 B.C.). These are the two of the 
most logical options since all the other monumental 
building projects at Gezer were completed during 
these distinct periods.
Gezer Water System: A Brief History

In the Middle Bronze Age, Gezer grew from a 

small village into a heavily fortified city-state. The 
Canaanites built high stone walls, massive towers and 
a mud-brick gate system to protect the city.

King Solomon started another construction boom 
in the Iron Age. He rebuilt and fortified Gezer and 
strengthened the defenses at Hazor, Jerusalem and 
Megiddo (1 Kings 9:15-17). Some archaeologists 
believe that around the time of King Ahab, water 
systems were built at Hazor and Megiddo leading 
them to date the Gezer system to the same period. 
Recent evidence may date Megiddo to the earlier 
Middle Bronze age, providing additional evidence for 
Gezer’s early dating.

During his dig, Macalister cleared the shaft and cut 
probes into the cavern, but he did not excavate the 
basin area. Instead, Macalister laid a “causeway” of 
stones across the muddy basin to reach the cavern. 
While the causeway helped Macalister’s team reach 
the cavern, it also protected materials resting in the 
basin from contamination following the 1908 cave 
in. The NOBTS/INPA team discovered Macalister’s 
causeway during the 2012 dig season.

The 2014 excavation plan called for clearing the 
entire width of the basin and exposing the bottom of 
the basin. The dirt sealed below the causeway would 
be sifted for pottery in order to help establish a date 
for the system’s construction.

The first goal proved too large for one season. The 
team cleared half the width from the bottom step of 
the water shaft to the cavern entrance, but failed to 
find the lowest point of the basin (which is believed 
to be the source for the water). The bottom is still 
sloping at a steep angle, so far, reaching nine feet 

A Cypriot pottery sherd found at the Gezer Water 
System dig site.

See GEZER on page 2
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GEZER, from page 1

Pianist Needed
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a pianist. 
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. If you 
are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com to arrange for an interview. 
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume with your correspondence.

Leeke Magee Christian Counseling 
Center Groups
The Leeke Magee Christian Counseling Center 
at New Orleans Baptist Seminary will offer the 
following group classes this fall semester. Classes 
are free to the seminary family. Email or call 
to reserve your spot: LMCCC@nobts.edu or 
504.816.8004.

Prepare to Last
“Prepare to Last” is designed for soon to be 
married and married couples who are interested 
in developing relationship-building tools for every 
phase of their relationship life. Learn to strengthen 
communication skills, discuss personality styles, 
and receive tips on conflict resolution. “Prepare 
to Last” will meet Mondays, 6:30-8 p.m., starting 
Sept. 8 and running for 8 weeks.

Developing Lasting Relationships
“Developing Lasting Relationships” is designed 
for singles to provide help in choosing the right 
relationship for their lives. It provides participants 
with a better understanding of themselves, the 
people they date, and gives Biblical counsel on 
how to build healthier relationships in their lives. 
This class is based off of the book “How to Avoid 
Falling in Love with a Jerk” by John Van Epp. This 
group will meet Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m., starting 
Sept. 9 and running for 5 weeks.

IMB Representatives to be On 
Campus Sept. 17-19
International Mission Board personnel consultants 
Ted Davis and Terry and Michelle Buford will be 
on the NOBTS campus Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
through Friday morning, Sept. 19, conducting 
interviews and meeting with students. The IMB 
representatives will have a table located near the 
couches by the post office inside the atrium where 
students can drop by to visit and find out more 
about serving with the IMB. For more information, 
contact Davis at tdavis@imb.org.

Flu Vaccines Available in NOBTS 
Clinic
NOBTS Adults: Get ready to roll up your sleeve. The 
NOBTS Clinic’s annual shipment of the flu vaccine 
has arrived. Call and make your reservation today, and 
we will contact you to schedule your appointment.

The NOBTS Family Health Care Clinic offers 
the flu vaccine to adults (age 18 and over) by 
reservation and appointment only. The cost is $25. 
Please reserve your dose by calling 504.816.8596 or 
emailing clinic@nobts.edu and provide your name, 
NOBTS ID number, and a contact phone number.

The flu is a very unwelcome visitor in anyone’s 
home. It causes significant loss of time (usually 5 
to 7 days), loss of time at school and work, loss of 
family time and loss of Christian ministry time! It 
can, and does, cause a significant loss of life each 
year. The only contraindication is allergy to eggs.

For NOBTS children and adolescents, please call 
your pediatrician or visit gnoshots4kids.com or 
call 504.733.3268.

below the causeway. The lowest point of the 
bottom must be well inside the cavern. This 
enormity was unexpected.

The second goal, collecting finds and 
pottery to help determine a date for the 
system, proved more attainable. The team 
discovered thousands of broken pottery pieces 
sealed under Macalister’s causeway. Most of 
the sherds date to the Late Bronze Age (c. 
1550-1200 B.C.). Since these finds date the 
last use of the system, the wear on the steps 
indicate a construction date for the tunnel 
much earlier, likely the Middle Bronze age.

The Bible provides additional dating clues. 
David’s men utilized a “water shaft” to invade 
and conquer the fortress of Zion/Jerusalem (2 
Sam. 5:6-8). Archaeological evidence found 
there confirms that rock-hewn systems were 
present in the land long before the time of 
Ahab. Based on all the available data, Warner 
believes the Gezer system was carved very close 
to the time of the water system in Jerusalem 
dating around 2000 B.C.

How the Canaanites could build such 
a system remains a mystery. Many have 
attributed the system to outside influences such 
as the Minoans, Egyptians or Mesopotamians. 
But the Middle Bronze Age dating removes 
that option. Warner maintains the possibility 
that the Canaanites developed the technology.

“I think the Canaanites, by this time period, 
have reached a level of engineering ability to 
do this,” Warner said. “If the Canaanites did 
not develop the techniques, I think maybe 
they sure were spreading the technology to 
others.”
Return to Gezer

The 2014 season marked the conclusion of 
the Moskau Institute’s original commitment 
at Gezer. However, with more work to do, 
NOBTS renewed its commitment for several 
additional years and will continue to excavate 
the water system. With the extra time, the crew 
will be able to clear the entire basin, explore 
and study the cavern and investigate how the 
system functioned. After the completion of 
the NOBTS/INPA dig, the Israeli government 
plans to equip the tunnel with stairs and open 
portions of the system to the public.

Next year’s dig at Gezer will run from May 
24 to June 11. For information about Gezer or 
for details regarding participation in the 2015 
dig, contact Dan Warner (dwarner@nobts.
edu) or Dennis Cole (rdcole@nobts.edu) at 
NOBTS. Those interested in the master of 
arts degree in biblical archaeology may contact 
Warner or Cole for more information.
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NOBTS WOMEN’S PROGRAMS

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

Timothy+Barnabas Legacy 
Conference: September 4
Timothy+Barnabas Legacy is a one-day 
conference at NOBTS Sept. 4 which will feature 
pastor Johnny Hunt. The conference starts with 
a chapel service at 11 a.m., then includes lunch 
and afternoon teaching sessions with Hunt. 
Overnight lodging is available. Register online 
and reserve a room at timothybarnabas.org/
legacy.

WHAT’S HOLDING YOU BACK?
By Judi Jackson

Anybody else tell 
yourself that you’re 
going to do something 
and then not follow 
through? It’s not that 
it wasn’t important or 
valuable, it just wasn’t 
urgent. Ugh! This 
happens in my life all 
the time … prioritizing 
the urgent over the 
important.

Early in the summer, I started a blog series on 
Hebrews 12:1-3 called “Lessons I’ve Learned from 
Running.” My first point was taken from the first 
phrase of the first verse: identify your supporters. 
To read about this, go to http://nobtsgatekeeper.
wordpress.com/nobtswomen-archive/.

Preparing for the Saints’ Back-to-Football 5K this 
Saturday has me processing my running again so it’s 
time to jump into the next point:
TWO: Identify what’s holding you back.

We’re already into Week 3 of the semester and, I 
don’t know about you, but I’m behind. Actually it’s 
more like I’m getting a late start. I wasn’t ready for 
school to kick off two weeks ago so I feel like I’m still 
walking toward the ‘start line.’ This will make sense 
if you’ve ever been in a large race like the Crescent 
City Classic or the Peachtree Road Race where the 
really fast people get to start right at the line but the 
rest of us thousands are amassed in timed bunches (or 
corrals) for blocks and blocks behind. It’s not usual 
for the frontrunner to have already completed their 
first mile or two before I even run under the starting 
banner.

In Hebrews 12:1, the writer tells us that we need 
to “throw off everything that hinders” (NIV) or “lay 
aside every weight” (NASB). Basically, this implies 
that we need to consider anything that hinders or 
impedes the runner’s progress. First century runners 
would enter a stadium in long flowing robes but, just 
before the race, they would lay them aside – throw 
them off – and run naked.

Spiritual implications, anyone? No, I’m not 
suggesting we start running naked; this would not be 
a pretty sight! However, I do know that I’ve already 
begun thinking about what I will wear or carry with 
me at this Saturday’s race so that I can have the most 
freedom to run my best.

And what does this look like as we seek to run the 
race God has marked out for us? Each believer needs 
to ask, “What is hindering me from being and giving 
my best to God?” No, we can’t lay aside or throw 
off our children, churches, or spouses, but we can 
consider the things we have cluttered our lives and 

schedules with. What needs to go? What needs to stay?
Sometimes I say, “My YESes have collided.” I try to 

manage my schedule carefully but there are times that 
my YES to teaching a weekly Sunday morning Bible 
Study collides with my YES to be available to visit and 
support my young adult children who live in different 
cities. My YES to prepare for and teach seminary 
classes may distract from my YES to going to bed early 
enough to get the amount of rest I need. I could go on 
and on but the point is for all of us to consider what 
is most important to fulfilling God’s call on our lives 
and to do this! I’m not saying giving up your downtime 
and recreation … goodness, I’m all about cheering 
on the Saints and shopping a good sale … but, in the 
big picture, if these seemingly harmless activities are 
hindering me, then I need to re-evaluate their place in 
my life.

And before we give all the blame or attention to our 
busy schedules, don’t forget that our attitudes can be 
a hindrance to our running as well. Author Tommy 
Yessick once said about running that the hardest part 
was tying one’s shoes and the best part was the shower 
afterwards. We’ve got to get our attitudes in line with 
our desires … it’s not enough to want to be a runner; to 
be a runner, you have to get out there and run!

Do you have some ‘bad’ attitudes you need to lay 
aside or throw off? In Philippians 4:8, the Apostle Paul 
gave us quite a checklist for where our thought life 
should focus. If we’re letting our minds go anywhere 
but to what is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, 
excellent, or praiseworthy, then we’re off course and 
need an attitude check.

So, have you identified anything that’s holding you 
back in your life race? I pray that this week you open 
your heart – and schedule and attitude – to the Holy 
Spirit and allow Him to help you lay aside and throw off 
anything that’s hindering you. Why? Because it’s only 
Week 3 and we’ve got a long way to go!
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