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Theological Seminary
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Chapel Schedule

Thursday, August 28
Dr. Fred Luter

Pastor, Franklin Avenue
Baptist Church

Tuesday, September 2
CONVOCATION
Dr. Chuck Kelley

NOBTS President

Thursday, September 4
Dr. Johnny Hunt

Pastor, FBC Woodstock, Ga.

Tuesday, September 9
Dr. Steve Lemke
NOBTS Provost

Don’t Miss

Chapel Online
Visit the chapel archive at nobts.
edu/chapel to hear messages from 
past speakers. Visit youtube.com/
nobtspublications for “Conversations” 
videos of NOBTS Dean of Chapel 
Blake Newsom and past speakers.

ERLC launches Research Institute, 
to host ethics course at conference

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention is announcing the the launch of a new 
Research Institute under the direction of its president, 
Russell Moore, and the appointment of an array of 
new scholars and professionals as research fellows.

Among those research fellows are two 
representatives from New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. NOBTS Provost Steve Lemke is a research 
fellow in the new institute, while Professor of Ethics 
Jeffrey Riley is a research fellow in Christian ethics.

“The aim of the Research Institute is to be a 
catalyst to connect the agenda of the gospel to the 
complex questions of the day — and to do so at the 
highest levels of academic scholarship for the good 
of local congregations,” Moore said. “I am thrilled 
to get to work together with an exceptionally gifted 
band of scholars and leaders as we seek to be a 
persuasive, prophetic witness engaging the academy 
and equipping the church.”

The idea of a Research Institute has a long history 
within the organization. A previous Research 
Institute was established by the organization in 1999. 
This new Research Institute and its fellows will assist 
the ERLC in its mission by producing a variety of 
materials to equip Southern Baptists and churches to 
engage ethical and cultural issues of the day.

The newly named fellows come from all six 
Southern Baptist seminaries, several Baptist colleges, 
private and public universities and other prominent 

institutions such as the Heritage Foundation and the 
American Center for Law and Justice. A full list of 
fellows is available at erlc.com/institute.

Barrett Duke, the ERLC vice president for public 
policy and research, directs the Research Institute. 
Andrew Walker, the ERLC director of policy studies, 
serves as the Institute’s associate director.

The Research Institute will hold its annual meeting 
in conjunction with the ERLC National Conference 
at the Opryland Hotel October 27-29. NOBTS will 
have the opportunity to enroll in ETHC6303 course, 
“Current Ethical Issues,” concurrent with the ERLC 
National Conference. The class, led by Lemke and 
Riley, will focus on “the Gospel, Homosexuality and 
the Future of Marriage.”

Students should register by September 29. In 
addition to NOBTS tuition, students are required to 
pay a $99 conference fee, no exceptions allowed. To 
register and pay for the conference, go to https:erlc.
com/conference/academic/. Students must arrange for 
travel and accommodations. To cut costs, students can 
coordinate event plans with fellow students through 
the course on Blackboard. For more information, click 
HERE.

NOBTS institute to host religious liberty conference
The United 

States Supreme 
Court made 
headlines this 
summer with a 
pair of decisions 
that dealt with 
religious liberty 
and free speech. 
One upheld the 
ability of Hobby 
Lobby as a privately held company to exclude certain 
healthcare coverage that owners deem contrary to 
their religious convictions. The other decision struck 
down a Massachusetts law that set a 35-foot buffer 
zone around entrances to abortion clinics.

The decisions highlight the precarious state of 

religious liberty in 
the United States, 
despite the fact that 
religious liberty is a 
foundational tenet 
of the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights. 
Religious liberty 
also is a Baptist 
distinctive, with 
Baptists long 

teaching that the government should not tell citizens 
what they should or shouldn’t believe or inhibit the 
free expression of belief.

See LIBERTY, page 2
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LIBERTY, from page 1
Timothy+Barnabas Legacy 
Conference: September 4
Timothy+Barnabas Legacy is a one-day conference 
at NOBTS Sept. 4 which will feature pastor Johnny 
Hunt. The conference starts with a chapel service 
at 11 a.m., then includes lunch and afternoon 
teaching sessions with Hunt. Overnight lodging 
is available. Register online and reserve a room at 
timothybarnabas.org/legacy.

Interested in the Boy Scouts?
Any boys 10 years old and over that are interested 
joining the Boy Scouts of America may contact Dr. 
Paul Gregoire, NOBTS registrar and a local church 
pastor, at 504.881.6723 for more information.

Pianist Needed
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a pianist. 
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. If you 
are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com to arrange for an interview. 
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume with your correspondence.

Teach in St. Bernard Parish
Teach in one of the best public school systems in metro 
New Orleans. Chalmette High School, located in St. 
Bernard Parish, needs a certified math teacher. Call Paul 
Granberry at 504.301.2000 for more information.

Leeke Magee Christian Counseling 
Center Groups
The Leeke Magee Christian Counseling Center 
at New Orleans Baptist Seminary will offer the 
following group classes this fall semester. Classes 
are free to the seminary family. Email or call 
to reserve your spot: LMCCC@nobts.edu or 
504.816.8004.

Prepare to Last
“Prepare to Last” is designed for soon to be 
married and married couples who are interested 
in developing relationship-building tools for every 
phase of their relationship life. Learn to strengthen 
communication skills, discuss personality styles, 
and receive tips on conflict resolution. “Prepare 
to Last” will meet Mondays, 6:30-8 p.m., starting 
Sept. 8 and running for 8 weeks.

Developing Lasting Relationships
“Developing Lasting Relationships” is designed 
for singles to provide help in choosing the right 
relationship for their lives. It provides participants 
with a better understanding of themselves, the 
people they date, and gives Biblical counsel on 
how to build healthier relationships in their lives. 
This class is based off of the book “How to Avoid 
Falling in Love with a Jerk” by John Van Epp. This 
group will meet Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m., starting 
Sept. 9 and running for 5 weeks.

And yet, as society has changed so has its 
understanding of this concept. Religious 
liberty is now being challenged by the culture 
at large. On Sept. 30, New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s Institute for Faith and 
the Public Square will host a conference titled 
“Challenges to Religious Liberty.”

The evening conference will feature Russell 
Moore, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission, speaking on “Challenges to the 
Church.” Mathew Staver, chairman of Liberty 
Counsel and dean of Liberty University’s 
law school, will examine “Challenges in 
Counseling” with Carol Swain, professor of law 
and political science at Vanderbilt University, 
addressing “Challenges in Education.”

“The traditional understanding of religious 
liberty is being recast as toleration of religious 
people, as long as they keep their ideas inside the 
church,” said NOBTS professor Lloyd Harsch, 
director of the Institute for Faith and the Public 
Square. “Our hope is to highlight issues that 
Christians are, or could be, facing as people of 
faith interact with the public square and what 
is the best strategy in meeting those challenges.”

The conference, which is free and open 
to the public, will be held from 7-9 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Sept. 30, at the seminary’s New 
Orleans campus.

IMB Representatives to be On 
Campus Sept. 17-19
International Mission Board personnel consultants 
Ted Davis and Terry and Michelle Buford will be 
on the NOBTS campus Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
through Friday morning, Sept. 19, conducting 
interviews and meeting with students.

The IMB representatives will have a table located 
near the couches by the post office inside the 
atrium where students can drop by to visit and find 
out more about serving with the IMB. For more 
information, contact Davis at tdavis@imb.org.

Flu Vaccines Available in NOBTS 
Clinic
NOBTS Adults: Get ready to roll up your sleeve. 
The NOBTS Clinic’s annual shipment of the flu 
vaccine has arrived. Call and make your reservation 
today, and we will contact you to schedule your 
appointment.

The NOBTS Family Health Care Clinic offers 
the flu vaccine to adults (age 18 and over) by 
reservation and appointment only. The cost is $25. 
Please reserve your dose by calling 504.816.8596 
or emailing clinic@nobts.edu and provide your 
name, NOBTS ID number, and a contact phone 
number.

The flu is a very unwelcome visitor in anyone’s 
home. It causes significant loss of time (usually 5 
to 7 days), loss of time at school and work, loss of 
family time and loss of Christian ministry time! It 
can, and does, cause a significant loss of life each 
year. The only contraindication is allergy to eggs.

For NOBTS children and adolescents, please call 
your pediatrician or visit gnoshots4kids.com or 
call 504.733.3268.
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NOBTS WOMEN’S PROGRAMS

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

By Courtney Veasey
Director of Women’s Academic Programs

[Editor’s Note: Click HERE for an 
extended version of this story.]

Not long after the announcement of 
their engagement earlier this year, my 
dear friends Mike and Jaclyn called to ask 
if I would do them the honor of being a 
bridesmaid in their wedding. The ceremony 
would take place in the summer, and would 
be held at a location in Mike’s hometown. Sounds 
like a fairly standard invitation, right? Yes, all except 
that Mike’s hometown is the island of Maui, Hawaii!

The time for departure finally came in early 
July, and the days that followed proved to hold an 
unforgettable adventure in America’s beloved 50th 
state. Upon arrival, we who had travelled from the 
mainland were welcomed by Mike’s family with 
hearty “Alohas!,” big hugs, and days of wonderfully 
prepared Hawaiian cuisine. Feelings of jet lag were 
soon overcome by the joyous energy which being 
with good friends produces. On the actual wedding 
day, the girls were dressed in deep royal blue t-lengths, 
the guys in khaki pants and faded orange shirts with 
a Hawaiian pattern in the fabric, and the bride in 
brilliant white. With nearby mountains standing tall 
in front of them, the couple embarked upon one of 
life’s greatest journeys by saying, “I do.”

The wedding and the days leading up to it, were 
only the beginning of a series of treasured moments 
and experiences I would have during my visit to 
Maui. Each beach I visited there offered a unique 
view of the Pacific, as well as demonstrated the gambit 
of temperaments which this ocean can have. Vintage 
silhouettes of swaying Hawaiian palm trees were set 
against layers of purple, pink and blue that streaked 
across the sky and melted along the beach at the start 
and close of each day. Mountains, beaches, waterfalls, 
surfing, hiking, exotic flowers, wild sea turtles, luaus, 
coconuts, world class spas, exceptional food.

Needless to say, the phrase, “wow!” kept 
uncontrollably coming out of my mouth with each 
new sight and experience. It was literally as if I had 
not progressed past a kindergarten vocabulary level of 
terms which one could use to describe amazement, 
but that’s all I could come up with, just “wow,” at 
every turn. But never once during my tour of Maui 
did any encounter invoke this expression in me as 
much one particular instance did during one of my 
daily Bible reading times.

When I first arrived, I inquired of the Lord what 
He would have me read while on vacation. I felt like I 
heard in response, “Read your favorites.” So for most 
of the week I hung out in four chapters of the New 
Testament I am particularly fond of, John 14-17.

Just before bed one night, I was reading through 

How I spent my summer vacation: Wow!
the beloved phrases found in John 15 which 
teach of Jesus being the true vine, His Father 
the vinedresser, and us as branches which 
must remain in this vine. In verses 1-8, Jesus 
instructs that His disciples must remain in 
Him and His words must remain in them 
to be fruitful. But then in v9, He adds a real 
stunner to the equation. There He says, “Just 
as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved 
you; abide in My love.”

Though I have read this passage and verse 
many times before, there in my Maui condo, the Holy 
Spirit prompted me to think differently about these 
words. I began to consider all of the entities Jesus could 
have instructed His disciples to abide in. He could have 
said, “Abide in My will” or “Abide in My power.” He 
could have used the word “perfection” or “blessings.” 
And yet He said, “Abide in My love.” As this thought 
resonated with me, I closed my eyes to ponder it more, 
and the last thing I remember is falling asleep with my 
Bible in my hands, and that simple phrase repeatedly 
pouring out of my mouth, “Wow, wow, wow.”

Even in the midst of sheer paradise, nothing on that 
island in the days that followed quite took my breath 
away nor held my attention like this revelation of God 
that came through His Word. It taught me that even 
where there is abounding beauty on earth, He is more 
beautiful still. And as far as the implications of this 
notion to abide in the love of Christ…what profound 
freedom this brings! I am free from worrying myself sick 
over whether or not I am in His “will.” I am to abide in 
His LOVE. This can take place no matter where or how 
I find myself serving in ministry. I can abide in His love 
in the highest and lowest of economic conditions. Even 
in those times when my flesh wins out and I feel like a 
complete failure, the door to this abode remains open.

Love is a universal necessity and is an applicable 
factor in every situation and moment we encounter in 
life. Perhaps this is why, above all of His other infinite 
qualities, God chose His ability both to be and give 
love, as the primary part of His nature in which we are 
to abide. We abide in His love so that we may in turn 
know how and what to give as we obey His command 
to love one another.

So, fellow traveller, where are you choosing to abide 
today? The greatest travesty in life would not be that 
you or I would never have the chance to experience such 
places as Maui and other extraordinary destinations. But 
rather that we would never say yes to the opportunity 
that Christ has already placed before us to abide in 
the one place which promises to trump all others in 
comparison…His love. You don’t need a plane ticket or 
a passport to get there today…only a prayer.
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