
[Page 1]

New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary
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Chapel Schedule

Tuesday, August 19
Dr. Chuck Kelley

NOBTS President

Thursday, August 21
Dr. David Crosby

Pastor, First Baptist New Orleans

Tuesday, August 26
Vance Pitman

Pastor, Hope Church
Las Vegas, Nevada

Thursday, August 28
Dr. Fred Luter

Pastor, Franklin Avenue
Baptist Church

Don’t Miss

Chapel Online
Check out the Leavell Chapel archive at 
nobts.edu/chapel to listen to messages 
from past chapel services. Visit youtube.
com/nobtspublications and browse 
“Conversations” videos, featuring 
NOBTS Dean of Chapel Blake Newsom 
and well-known chapel speakers.

NOBTS caps 2013-2014 academic year 
with graduation at Parchman Prison

Welcome to NOBTS
Welcome new and returning students to New Orleans 

Baptist Theological Seminary. For some of you, this is 
your first semester. For some, this may be your last before 
you graduate. Many of you are somewhere in between. 
Regardless, welcome to the start of a great semester.
Student Life Fair

Make plans to attend the Student Life Fair 
tomorrow, Thursday, Aug. 14, in the Hardin Student 
Center. Get to know campus offices and organizations 
from 3:15 to 4:45 p.m. Get to know local churches 
and businesses from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

By Frank Michael McCormack

Behind a guard house and fences, past a security 
checkpoint and through two remotely-operated gates, 
22 students of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s Leavell College gathered May 23 for the 
last commencement ceremony of the seminary’s 
2013-2014 academic year.

The students — all inmates of the Mississippi State 
Penitentiary at Parchman — received associate’s and 
bachelor’s degrees in Christian ministry from Leavell 
College. Many were surrounded by family members 
and fellow inmate students, with representatives 
also on hand from the Mississippi Department of 
Corrections, Mississippi Baptist Convention and 
New Orleans Baptist Seminary.

The May 23 commencement ceremony was the third 
held at Parchman since New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary launched a prison program there.

The ceremony, as all commencements do, celebrated 
each student’s educational accomplishments. And yet 
at the same time, the graduation service at Parchman 
also served both as a celebration of the new beginning 
in Christ each student had experienced and as a 
commissioning for ministry within the prison.
Academic achievements and new beginnings

NOBTS Provost Steve Lemke made it unmistakably 
clear to all present that they should be proud of the 
inmate students’ educational accomplishments.

“You have earned your degree. You have done 
exactly the same assignments and studied the same 
textbooks and done the same work as our students on 
campus have done,” Lemke said. “So if you’re getting 
a degree today, you have worked hard and you deserve 
the academic recognition you’re about to receive.”

See GRADUATION, page 2

Let’s connect
A great way to meet more of the seminary family 

is to connect through social media. Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest. Did you do something 
awesome this summer? Capture a great moment at 
NOBTS or around NOLA? Share it on social media 
and tag @nobts_live on Twitter or @nobtslive on 
Instagram.
Say ‘thank you’

If you received a scholarship for the fall 2014 
semester, remember thank you notes are due Aug. 29. 
For thank you note guidelines, click HERE.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/HurricanePrep.html
nobts.edu/chapel
http://youtube.com/nobtspublications
http://youtube.com/nobtspublications
https://www.facebook.com/NOBTS
http://instagram.com/nobtslive
https://twitter.com/nobts_live
http://www.pinterest.com/NOBTSLive/
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/FinancialAid/TY%20Instructions.pdf
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GRADUATION, from page 1
That sense of accomplishment was definitely 

shared by the hard-working students.
“All my life, I’d been a quitter. I’d never 

finished anything,” said Donnie Russell, one 
of the graduates of the Faith Based Initiative, or 
FBI, program said of his life prior to entering the 
Leavell College prison program. “I said, ‘This is my 
last chance to get an education.’”

Russell said, prior to the Leavell College program 
launching at Parchman, he’d had people tell him he 
should attend seminary some day. He said he also heard 
the rumors prior to NOBTS coming to Parchman that 
a ministry school was considering starting a program in 
the prison. On both occasions, Russell said he laughed 
at the thought. Later when he found out the program 
was coming to Parchman and that he’d been accepted, 
Russell said he felt like Sarah, who had laughed out 
loud when God promised her a son in her old age.

Everrett Welch, another student, told how he gave 
his life to Christ while in rehab. Between his time in 
rehab and the start of his prison sentence, Welch said 
he knew God was calling him to a life of ministry. He 
responded to that call during a church service knowing 
that he’d be in prison soon thereafter. For a while after 
he came to Parchman Prison, Welch set his call to 
ministry aside. Then one night while he was on night 
duty, Welch was praying and heard God say to him, 
“Have you forgotten about my call on your life?”

“I said, ‘God, if you still want me, you’ve still got 
me,’” Welch recalled.

Welch said he also told God that He would have to 
make a way for him to train for ministry, “because a 
correspondence course won’t teach me what I need to 
learn,” he said. It was a matter of weeks afterward that 
news of the NOBTS program starting at Parchman.

Welch delivered the student’s response during 
the commencement ceremony. He spoke from 
2 Corinthians 5:17, which reads “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come.”

“The word ‘passed away’ means ‘to die,’” Welch 
said. “In order for us to be the new man Christ has 
called us to be, the old man must die.”

Welch admitted that he is in prison because he 
was convicted of rape and that, when he first came 
to Parchman Prison, he was “a selfish individual 
who only though of himself.”

“But that has passed away,” he said. “Christ has 
completely forgiven me of my sinfulness, and I can 
honestly stand here and tell you today that I am 
deeply, helplessly and hopelessly in love with Jesus.”

He said Galatians 2:20, which says “I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me,” has become his life motto.

He thanked the seminary faculty, prison officials 
and family members present for their influence, 
prayers and support. Welch then asked that they 
look on the inmates there who’d been through the 
program no longer as lawbreakers but “as forgiven, 
new, set apart, sanctified for His glory.”

Commissioned for ministry
New Orleans Baptist Seminary President Chuck 

Kelley then challenged the graduates to live out 
their calling each day as they minister in the prison.

“We came to train you. We came to put 
something in your heart and your mind. We came 
to give you some skill sets you didn’t have before 
you started this program,” Kelley said. “Why? Not 
so you could stand as a graduate of college, but so 
you could stand as a man who can change the lives 
of other people through the power of God.

“This is our prayer for you: That you would 
understand the mighty potential for your life, 
the amazing work you are capable of doing. The 
impact God can bring through you,” he said.

Kelley said many people viewed New Orleans 
Seminary’s prison programs with skepticism from 
the start.

“People though we were crazy when we started a 
seminary program in Angola State Penitentiary 18 
or 19 years ago,” he said.

Kelley compared that sentiment to what people 
must have thought of Jeremiah, in Jeremiah 
32, when God told him to buy a field outside 

Jerusalem despite the fact that the Babylonians 
were on the verge of conquering Israel.

“God told Jeremiah to buy the land as a 
testimony to the people of Jerusalem that God will 
keep his promise and God will bring this nation 
back,” Kelley said. “However impossible it may 
seem now, God can do anything.”

Kelley said seeing God’s potential in the midst 
of an impossible situation is like putting on glasses. 
He said, though some people may continue to look 
at the graduates for what they’ve done in the past, 
“We look at you with our glasses on.”

“We look at you through the filter of faith, and 
we know that in the hand of God, you are a mighty 
force for change and transformation,” Kelley said. 
“This is what we celebrate.”

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
currently has four prison programs that offer 
various degrees and certificates from Leavell 
College. Programs are in the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary at Angola, the Louisiana Correctional 
Institute for Women at St. Gabriel, the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary at Parchman, and Phillips State 
Prison in Buford, Ga.

Everrett Welch, a graduate of the Leavell College program at the Mississippi State Penitentiary, delivers the 
student response during the May 23 commencement ceremony.

http://louisianabaptists.org/multiply
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Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

Timothy+Barnabas Legacy 
Conference: September 4
Timothy+Barnabas Legacy is a one-day conference 
at NOBTS Sept. 4 which will feature pastor Johnny 
Hunt. The conference starts with a chapel service 
at 11 a.m., then includes lunch and afternoon 
teaching sessions with Hunt. Overnight lodging 
is available. Register online and reserve a room at 
timothybarnabas.org/legacy.

Interested in the Boy Scouts?
Any boys 10 years old and over that are interested 
joining the Boy Scouts of America may contact Dr. 
Paul Gregoire, NOBTS registrar and a local church 
pastor, at 504.881.6723 for more information.

Special Preaching Elective Offered 
On Campus Fall 2014
Evangelistic Preaching PREA6207/6307 (students 
can take either the 2 or 3 hour version of the course) 
will touch on several contemporary and controversial 
issues in evangelistic preaching today such as:

• The use of the public invitation,
• The role of persuasion in the pulpit, and
• The actual content and meaning of the gospel

As part of the course, great evangelists and their 
sermons will be examined. Evangelistic Preaching 
will be offered as a classroom course on the main 
campus during the Fall 2014 semester on Tuesday 
afternoons, 1-2:50 p.m., and will contain a 
practicum component with students actually having 
the opportunity to preach evangelistic sermons in 
class. The course will be taught by Dr. Preston L. 
Nix, Professor of Evangelism and Evangelistic 
Preaching occupying the Roland Q. Leavell Chair 
of Evangelism and Director of the Leavell Center 
for Evangelism and Church Health and Chairman 
of the Pastoral Ministries Division.

Teach in St. Bernard Parish
Teach in one of the best public school systems in 
metro New Orleans. Chalmette High School, located 
in St. Bernard Parish, needs a certified math teacher. 
Call Paul Granberry at 504.301.2000 for more 
information.

Leeke Magee Christian Counseling 
Center Groups
The Leeke Magee Christian Counseling Center 
at New Orleans Baptist Seminary will offer the 
following group classes this fall semester. Classes are 
free to the seminary family. Email or call to reserve 
your spot: LMCCC@nobts.edu or 504.816.8004.

Prepare to Last
“Prepare to Last” is designed for soon to be 
married and married couples who are interested 
in developing relationship-building tools for every 
phase of their relationship life. Learn to strengthen 
communication skills, discuss personality styles, 
and receive tips on conflict resolution. “Prepare 
to Last” will meet Mondays, 6:30-8 p.m., starting 
Sept. 8 and running for 8 weeks.

Developing Lasting Relationships
“Developing Lasting Relationships” is designed 
for singles to provide help in choosing the right 
relationship for their lives. It provides participants 
with a better understanding of themselves, the 
people they date, and gives Biblical counsel on how 
to build healthier relationships in their lives. This 
class is based off of the book “How to Avoid Falling 
in Love with a Jerk” by John Van Epp. This group 
will meet Tuesdays, 6-7:30 p.m., starting Sept. 9 
and running for 5 weeks.

http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
https://twitter.com/#!/NOBTS_Live
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/101704197809573329794/101704197809573329794/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://timothybarnabas.org/legacy
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/announcements/nobts-nola-events/

