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Chapel Schedule

Don’t Miss

Missing Chapel?
Check out the Leavell Chapel archive at 
nobts.edu/chapel to listen to messages 
from past chapel services. Or visit 
youtube.com/nobtspublications and 
browse the “Conversations” videos, 
which feature NOBTS Dean of Chapel 
Blake Newsom interviewing well-
known chapel speakers.

“Held up by 5 guys with guns”

Prayers for the family
of Mr. Mike Moskau
Mr. Mike Moskau, a dear friend of 
New Orleans Baptist Seminary and the 
seminary’s longtime contractor, passed 
away last night after a long battle with 
liver disease. Moskau oversaw the total 
reconstruction of NOBTS following 
Hurricane Katrina. Be in prayer for his 
entire family. Arrangements are still 
being finalized. Sympathy cards may 
be sent to Mrs. Ginger Moskau, 3744 
Napoleon Avenue, Metairie, LA  70001.

By Ken Taylor, July 18

Editor’s note: This first person column first appeared on 
Dr. Ken Taylor’s Facebook page.

Tonight I had to leave our homeless ministry to 
buy some coffee. It was a wet day and the men tonight 
wanted coffee to help warm them up and we were 
out. I drove to Dollar General on Old Gentilly to buy 
some. At the checkout were 5 boys ranging in age 
from about 8 to 11 buying guns. They bought assault 
rifles and pistols and a machine gun. Yes, they all had 
the orange tip indicating that they were not real. As 
soon as they paid for their “toys” they ripped open the 
packaging and began firing them and waving them in 
the air. Before one of the boys left the store I warned 
him that they should be very careful and that children 
had been shot carrying “toy” guns.

I left the store and they were outside putting the 
guns under their shirts and in their pants, acting for 
all the world like the “toys” were real. I spoke again, 
this time to all of them, about the danger that even 
these toy guns posed for them in the city. Another 
man in the parking lot was instructing them about 
the dangers as well.

I drove off still not feeling good about these young 
men. As I saw them in my rear view window they 

were in the parking lot acting a little hesitant about 
what they were going to do next. I needed to get back 
to the church. I got a block down the street and God 
prompted me to turn around and go back. They were 
still in the parking lot and I went over to them and 
told them I was worried about them walking home 
with these “toys.” One boy had pulled out a plastic 
“toy” knife and was going for the throat of another. 
I told them this looked bad. One of the boys said, 
“Where is your car? Will you take us home?” I showed 
them my van and said, “Get in,” after finding out 
that they lived about a mile away, near where the old 
Desire Housing Project had been.

As I drove them home I discussed the potential 
dangers of their guns, asked them about where they 
went to church (most of them gave me the name of 
the church they attended), and told them how God 
loved them. When they got out they thanked me then 
pulled out their guns and walked down the street, 
brandishing their fake weapons.

I pray for these boys. I know they know about deadly 
violence in their neighborhood. I pray that they will 
not graduate to real guns. I pray that they will be led 
to give their lives to Christ. They should not have been 
allowed to walk a mile from their neighborhood to 
buy and brandish deadly looking toys. I pray for their 
parents and that they will not one day have to grieve 
the loss of one of the boys to the damage inflicted by 
real guns.

I know how much fun I had as a child with toy 
guns. I had every kind you can imagine. The urban 
environment is not like my rural homeland. These 
boys face real danger, made more immediate by the 
brandishing and carrying of toys that look deadly. I 
don’t think Dollar General, or other stores, should 
stock such realistic looking guns. I am thankful I was 
held up for just a little while by these 5 boys with 
guns. I was reminded again how much we need to 
pray for the children and youth around us.

Centergize (Centered on the Word of God, 
Energized to preach the Word) is a free preaching 
conference and academic workshop set for July 28–
Aug. 1. In this one week event, receive teachings to 
center your pulpit ministry on the book of Ephesians. 
In fellowship with other preachers and pastors study 
under professors with decades of pastorial experience. 

Centergize 2014: Preaching the Word–Ephesians

See CENTERGIZE, page 2

Christian Sympathy
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CENTERGIZE, from page 1
The Centergize event has three focuses: The Exegesis 
of the Text, The Doctrine of Salvation (focusing on 
the theology of Ephesians), and Preaching through 
Ephesians. Guest speakers will include former SBC 
president and pastor of Franklin Ave. Baptist Church 
Fred Luter, Mississippi pastor Chip Henderson, and 
NOBTS professors Jimmy Dukes, Jerry Barlow, 
Adam Harwood, Blake Newsom and Mike Edens.

Academic workshops available include Doctrine of 
Salvation, New Testament Exegesis: Ephesians, and 
Preaching from the Epistles: Ephesians. Also available 
is Technological Applications for Bible Study and 
Preaching. There are also two free, non-credit Internet 
courses available.

Housing is available at a special event rate. For more 
information on schedule, courses offered or housing, 
go online to nobts.edu/Publications/centergize.html.

Timothy+Barnabas Legacy 
Conference: September 4
Timothy+Barnabas Legacy is a one-day conference 
at NOBTS Sept. 4 which will feature pastor 
Johnny Hunt. The conference starts with a chapel 
service at 11 a.m., then includes lunch and 
afternoon teaching sessions with Hunt. Overnight 
lodging is available. Register online and reserve a 
room at timothybarnabas.org/legacy.

Commission, will speak on “challenges to the church.” 
Mathew Staver, director of Liberty University’s Center for 
Law and Policy and Dean of Liberty’s Law School , will 
address “challenges in counseling,” and political scientist 
Carol Swain will speak on “challenges in education.”

Make plans to attend the upcoming conference from the 
Institute for Faith in the Public Square at NOBTS, titled 
“Challenges to Religious Liberty.” The event is set for Sept. 
30, 7 to 9 p.m., on the seminary campus. Dr. Russell 
Moore, president of the SBC’s Ethics and Religious Liberty 

Challenges to Religious Liberty Conference

Interested in the Boy Scouts?
Any boys 10 years old and over that are interested 
joining the Boy Scouts of America may contact Dr. 
Paul Gregoire, NOBTS registrar and a local church 
pastor, at 504.881.6723 for more information.

Special Preaching Elective Offered 
On Campus Fall 2014
Evangelistic Preaching PREA6207/6307 (students 
can take either the 2 or 3 hour version of the course) 
will touch on several contemporary and controversial 
issues in evangelistic preaching today such as:

• The use of the public invitation,
• The role of persuasion in the pulpit, and
• The actual content and meaning of the gospel

As part of the course, great evangelists and their 
sermons will be examined. Evangelistic Preaching will 
be offered as a classroom course on the main campus 
during the Fall 2014 semester on Tuesday afternoons, 
1-2:50 p.m., and will contain a practicum component 
with students actually having the opportunity to 
preach evangelistic sermons in class. The course will be 
taught by Dr. Preston L. Nix, Professor of Evangelism 
and Evangelistic Preaching occupying the Roland 
Q. Leavell Chair of Evangelism and Director of the 
Leavell Center for Evangelism and Church Health and 
Chairman of the Pastoral Ministries Division.

Pianist Needed
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a pianist. 
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. If you 
are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com to arrange for an interview. 
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume with your correspondence.

Teach in St. Bernard Parish
Teach in one of the best public school systems in metro 
New Orleans. Chalmette High School, located in St. 
Bernard Parish, needs a certified math teacher. Call Paul 
Granberry at 504.301.2000 for more information.

First Baptist Church Belle Chasse 
Seeks Pianist
First Baptist Belle Chasse is looking for a pianist for 
Sunday morning worship service and Wednesday 
evening praise team/choir practice. If interested, 
please send your resume to the church, attention 
Mrs. Barbara Fontenelle. The church address 
is 8828 Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037. 
For more information, please call the church at 
504.394.1707.
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