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Chapel Schedule

Don’t Miss

Missing Chapel?
Check out the Leavell Chapel 
archive at nobts.edu/chapel to 
listen to messages from past chapel 
services. Or visit youtube.com/
nobtspublications and browse the 
“Conversations” videos, which 
feature NOBTS Dean of Chapel 
Blake Newsom interviewing well-
known chapel speakers.

Kelley issues report to SBC messengers

With New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary’s 
centennial just three years away, President Chuck 
Kelley opened his SBC report with a glimpse of history.

“In 1917, Southern Baptists did something they’d 
never done before in their history: they decided to 
give birth to a seminary,” Kelley said, noting that there 
were then only five or six Southern Baptist churches 
in New Orleans. “It was not exactly easy pickings for 
a seminary, but [New Orleans] was absolutely crucial 
to the United States economy. It was a place of great 
world significance. And [Southern Baptists] wanted a 

place for training ministers where ministry was going 
to be part of the curriculum.”

Today, New Orleans is consistently ranked a top city 
for entrepreneurs and business. The movie industry is 
booming in New Orleans, which ranks behind only 
Hollywood and New York in movie production. 
Millennials, underrepresented in Southern Baptist 
churches, are moving to New Orleans in droves, 
Kelley noted.

“Now imagine that. Nearly a hundred years later, 
New Orleans is ground zero for the future of the 
Southern Baptist Convention,” Kelley said. “A place 
where the Great Commission is not a conversation, 
nor is it a trip or a field experience. It is the daily life 
of all of us that are there.

“It is a good thing to be in the city of New Orleans.”
NOBTS has dedicated the Doris Kelley Showers 

of Blessing Resource Center on its main campus. 
Named for Kelley’s late mother, the center will house 
a homeschool program and a campus community 

See REPORT, page 2

Emergency Text 
Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency 
Text Messaging Service today. Click 
HERE. Choose one or all of the 
groups to receive texts related to 
emergency situations that affect our 
NOBTS campuses and families.

Bozeman, Green and Killian 
honored at NOBTS alumni 
and friends luncheon

New Orleans Baptist Seminary President Chuck 
Kelley honored three alumni with the distinguished 
alumni award at the seminary’s luncheon.

During the luncheon, Kelley also announced the 
receipt in Baltimore of another gift of $1.5 million from 
the donor for the Caskey Center for Church Excellence.

Jeanine Bozeman, NOBTS senior professor of 
social work, was one of the three alumna honored at 
the luncheon. She has taught there since 1985.

“You’re looking at the only woman who has ever 
served as a chair of one of the faculty divisions in 
the history of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary,” Kelley said. “She was the chair of the 
Division of Christian Education and Ministries 
[from 1997 to 2003].”

See ALUMNI, page 2

NOBTS trustee report: 
Seminary expands 
theological study aid

Less than two months after New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary launched the Caskey Center 
for Church Excellence — a new partnership with an 
anonymous donor to provide free theological education 
for small church and bivocational pastors and staff 
members of Louisiana Southern Baptist churches — the 
school has announced an expansion of the program.

The initial gift of $1.5 million will provide up to 
$6,000 per year for up to 100 Louisiana students — 
the equivalent of a full scholarship. Applications to the 
program as of the first week of June had surpassed 125. 
In response to interest in the program, the anonymous 
donor has added an additional $1.5 million to go toward 
providing theological education to more bivocational 
ministers or those who serve churches with an average 
worship attendance of less than 250 people.

News of the expanded partnership was first announced 
June 3 to the NOBTS trustee executive committee, 
which met on the seminary’s campus.

[Editor's note: Kelley announced during the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Baltimore that the anonymous 
donor has given NOBTS a third gift of $1.5 million 
to further anchor the Caskey Center for Church 
Excellence.]

See TRUSTEES, page 3
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center. The seminary will launch in August the 
Leake Magee Center for Christian Counseling, 
which will offer counseling services for campus 
families and community families alike. Kelley 
described the dire need for counseling services in 
the city.

“In New Orleans after Katrina, we lost nearly 
all of our Christian ministries for counseling 
and helping broken people,” Kelley said, adding 
that there are only 25 mental health beds in the 
entire city. “So we are going to use this center for 
counseling to introduce people to Jesus Christ, 
and there will be professions of faith from the 
community as they come to us to learn how Jesus 
can make a difference in healing broken lives. Both 
you and I know, at that He excels.”

Last year, more than 3,800 students trained 
for ministry at NOBTS, which offers 10 degrees 
entirely online and non-residential doctoral 
programs. The seminary is expanding its extension 
center network and offering credit through events, 

REPORT, from page 1 conferences, workshops, mission trips and study 
tours. Additionally, students are free to weave 
together any combination of class formats to suit 
their needs.

“Everything we do is like Legos — it all fits 
together,” Kelley said. “We are putting the needs of 
our students at the center of how we do theological 
education.”

Kelley briefed messengers on the new Caskey 
Center for Church Excellence, a partnership with 
an anonymous donor who gave an initial $1.5 
million to provide free theological education for 
small church (less than 250 in attendance) and bi-
vocational pastors and staff of Louisiana Southern 
Baptist churches. The goal is to provide up to 
$6,000 per year, a full scholarship, for up to 100 
students who qualify.

The program targets the overwhelming majority 
of Louisiana churches, 91 percent of which 
have less than 250 in attendance each Sunday. 
Convention-wide, 89 percent of churches fit that 
category.

“We are a convention of small churches,” Kelley 
said.

With more than 125 applicants to date, response 
has been so great that just two weeks ago the 
anonymous donor gave an additional $1.5 million 
to bolster the program, Kelley said.

“And then as I’m walking to our alumni 
luncheon today, in the hallway of the convention, I 
was handed an envelope” containing an additional 
$1.5 million, Kelley said.

Kelley closed by challenging messengers to never 
be discouraged, to always trust God and to always 
serve faithfully, in spite of difficult circumstances.

“I don’t want you to ever forget as you are 
laboring and working, as you are doing work that 
is unappreciated and appears to be unnoticed 
by everyone around you, you remember God is 
always at work,” Kelley said.

In accepting the award, Bozeman recognized her 
late husband T. Welby Bozeman, who taught New 
Testament and psychology of religion at Louisiana 
College.

“I am of course very honored to get this award, 
but you know what, I really think it would be more 
appropriate if it read ‘T. Welby Bozeman,’” she 
said. “My deceased husband was the wind under 
my sails, always confirming, always encouraging.”

Kelley said he and Bozeman are “working on a 
dream together” to establish an accredited master 
of social work program at NOBTS.

Bozeman received from NOBTS a Master of 
Religious Education degree in 1969, a Doctor of 
Education in 1984 and a Doctor of Philosophy in 
1999.

Honoree Tommy Green has served 18 years as 
senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Brandon, 
Fla., which has partnered with the North American 
Mission Board to plant New Orleans area churches. 
Green has served as president of the Florida Baptist 
Convention, and has taught at the seminary’s 
extension center which meets at his church in 
Brandon, and has pastored churches in Alabama 
and Georgia. He and his wife Karen have three sons.

Green first knew Kelley as a professor, studying 
under him while earning a Master of Divinity in 
1983 and a Doctor of Theology in 1989.

The biggest joy of teaching, Kelley said, is to 
see the “light bulb come on” as students grasp a 
concept and to see students succeed in ministry.

“I’ve had the joy of watching both of those 
moments in Tommy’s life,” Kelley said.

Green called on people to partner with him 
and First Baptist Church of Brandon in planting 
churches in New Orleans.

ALUMNI, from page 1 Honoree John Killian, an adjunct professor at 
the NOBTS extension center in Birmingham, Ala., 
is active in the Alabama Baptist State Convention, 
serving on the board of regents for University of 
Mobile and the board of governors for Judson 
College. He was elected president of the Alabama 
Baptist State Convention in 2012.

Killian has pastored Maytown Baptist Church 
in Maytown, Ala. since 1998. He received the 
Master of Divinity from NOBTS in 1997 and the 
Doctor of Ministry in 2005.

Kelley extolled Killian for his service.
“If you’re an Alabama Baptist, you know 

John Killian,” Kelley said. Killian, in accepting 
the award, said he’s proud to be identified with 
NOBTS.

“New Orleans Seminary is the most balanced 
seminary in Southern Baptist life,” he said. “And 
if my name can be attached to New Orleans 
Seminary, it’s the honor of a lifetime.”

Killian and his wife Jeanie have a son and 
daughter.

Also during the luncheon, Kelley reported to 
the alumni that the Walmart near the seminary 
is nearing completion, with a fall 2014 opening 
in sight. Other luncheon highlights include the 
opening of the Doris Kelley Showers of Blessing 
Resource Center, the Leake Magee Christian 
Counseling Center and the launch of the Caskey 
Center.

Kelley briefed alumni on a graduation held at 
the Mississippi State Penitentiary in Parchman, 
Miss.

“I want to tell you where you’ll find Jesus,” 
Kelley said. “You will find him at the intersection 
of the lost and the least.”

Replacement Blood Drive for Mike 
Moskau Set for June 24
NOBTS is hosting a BLOOD DRIVE Tuesday, 
June 24, in the Hardin Student Center from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and we need you — and any one 
else you invite — to get involved! Mike Moskau, 
a dear friend of NOBTS and the contractor who 
supervised much of the building (and rebuilding 
after Katrina) of our new campus buildings and 
housing, recently underwent a liver transplant and 
continues to recover in ICU at Ochsner Hospital. 
The surgery required A LOT of blood transfusions 
and the Ochsner Blood Bank needs our help in 
replenishing its supply! Please make plans now 
to be a part of this opportunity to give back next 
Tuesday to a man who has given much to our 
seminary!

Interested in a Full-time Youth 
Ministry Job?
Are you looking for a full-time youth ministry 
position? Let YMI know! Email a current copy 
of your resume to jacksonsec@nobts.edu. Be sure 
and include the best way to get in touch with you. 
(Please reference the Gatekeeper ad in your email.)

Pianist Needed
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a 
pianist. The church is located at 100 Gretna 
Blvd. If you are interested, please contact Jody 
Heneghan at heneghan_5@yahoo.com to arrange 
for an interview. Please include your name, 
contact information, and resume with your 
correspondence.

mailto:jacksonsec%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:heneghan_5%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Keep in Touch

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Facebook
Twitter

GK Online
YouTube

Stay ConnectedSprechen Sie Deutsch? Study 
German this summer
The Providence Learning Center will offer German 
classes for the purpose of preparing students to meet the 
language requirements necessary for entry into NOBTS 
research doctoral programs. Part one is June 2–20, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–Friday. Part two is June 30–
July 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–Friday. Cost is 
$500 per part. For more information, contact J.P. Cox 
in the Providence Learning Center at jpcox@nobts.edu 
or at 282.4455 x8442.

Israel Pilgrimage: 2015
Visit sites in and around Jerusalem March 18-28, 
2015, with scholars from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. See places like the Dead Sea, 
Masada, Qumran, the Sea of Galilee, the Temple 
Mount and more. Cost for the trip is $3495 ($1995 
for qualifying students). For more information, 
contact JP Cox at 504.816.8442 or jpcox@nobts.
edu, or click HERE for a full itinerary.

“The response to the Caskey Center for Church 
Excellence has been terrific,” New Orleans Seminary 
President Chuck Kelley said. “… Students accepted 
into this program will be able to apply the scholarship 
to any undergraduate or graduate degree offered in 
any NOBTS classroom, extension center or online 
program. These ministers are the backbone of the 
SBC, and we are delighted to be able to serve them.”

Current research indicates that 92 percent of 
Louisiana SBC churches have an average attendance 
of less than 250. Seventy percent of Louisiana Baptist 
Convention churches have 100 or less in attendance. 
Those statistics are almost identical across the SBC.

For more details regarding the scholarship 
program, visit nobts.edu/caskeycenter.

The trustee executive committee also voted to 
adjust the seminary’s existing fully-online Master 
of Arts (apologetics) degree and to launch a new 
Master of Arts in Christian apologetics degree. 
The seminary’s existing Master of Arts degree in 
apologetics was first approved in October 2013.

The Master of Arts in apologetics degree is aimed 
at students who might consider pursuing a doctor of 
philosophy or more advanced research. The degree 
requires 50 credit hours, with courses spanning 
biblical, historical, theological and philosophical 
studies, 18 hours of apologetics classes, and a thesis.

The Master of Arts in Christian apologetics degree 
is geared more for ministry practitioners — pastors, 
student ministers, missionaries, evangelists or 
apologetics specialists. The degree requires 36 credit 
hours, with courses spanning biblical exposition, 
theological studies, a supervised apologetics ministry 
practicum and 21 hours of apologetics classes.

While only the Master of Arts in apologetics 
degree is fully online, both degrees may be earned 
with any combination of online courses, classes 
on the main campus, or extension center courses. 
Many conference-based classes are also available 
when paired with events offered by the Institute for 
Christian Apologetics at NOBTS.

“With the annual Greer-Heard Point-
Counterpoint Forum, the Defend the Faith 
conference, and other activities sponsored by the 
Institute for Christian Apologetics, NOBTS has 

TRUSTEES, from page 1 become a go-to destination for students interested in 
cutting-edge Christian apologetics,” NOBTS Provost 
Steve Lemke said. “These two apologetics degrees 
further heighten what is already one of our strongest 
areas of study.”

While NOBTS is awaiting approval of the Master 
of Arts in Christian apologetics degree from the 
Association of Theological Schools (the seminary’s 
accrediting agency), students may immediately begin 
work on the degree.

Kelley said, “The ability to explain and defend our 
faith is a crucial skill for believers in today’s world. We 
are expanding our apologetics program with these 
two degrees for those who want an online degree or a 
classroom degree.”

Prior to its lunch meeting, executive committee 
members attended the dedication ceremony for 
the Doris Kelley Showers of Blessing Resource 
Center, named after Kelley’s late mother. The new 
resource center and seminary community center was 
built through designated gifts of two anonymous 
donors. The resource center will house the seminary 
homeschool network, which currently serves close to 
100 families.

“Nurturing families is a very high priority at 
NOBTS,” Kelley said. “We are thrilled to dedicate 
the Doris Kelley Showers of Blessing Resource Center 
to address the needs of our homeschool families. 
Homeschooling one’s children at NOBTS just got 
easier with the opening of this facility.”

The executive committee heard a preliminary 
report from the president regarding plans for the 
school’s centennial celebration, set for the 2017-
2018 academic year. Kelley also announced Jake 
Roudkovski, associate professor of evangelism, as 
the school’s new director of the doctor of ministry 
program. Mark Tolbert, the former doctor of ministry 
program director, now directs the Caskey Center for 
Church Excellence.

Kelley briefed the executive committee on the 
seminary’s archaeological work at the Tel Gezer water 
system in Israel. The dig has garnered international 
attention for making strides toward dating the water 
system, linked to the Bronze Age. To follow the 
progress of the dig, go to nobtsarchaeology.blogspot.
com.
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