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Register now for Centergize 2014: 
Ephesians, set for July 28–Aug. 1

Don’t Miss
Attention Graduates
Spring graduation at New Orleans 
Seminary is set for May 16 (Leavell 
College) and May 17 (NOBTS). For 
important graduation information 
regarding your library account and 
on campus housing, click HERE.

Centergize 2014, 
a free preaching 
conference and 
academic workshop, 
will be held on 
the campus of 
New Orleans 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary this summer, July 28–August 1. Centergize — 
which challenges and equips ministers to be centered on 
and energized to preach the Word of God — will focus 
on preaching through the book of Ephesians.

In fellowship with other preachers and pastors, 
Centergize participants will study under professors 
with decades of pastoral experience. Centergize has 
three focuses: The Exegesis of the Text, The Doctrine 
of Salvation (focusing on the theology of Ephesians), 
and Preaching through Ephesians. In addition to 
the fellowship of pastor-participants and professors, 
guests such as current-SBC President Fred Luter and 
Chip Henderson, a dynamic pastor from Mississippi, 
will be speaking at the event and sharing the impact 
of Ephesians on their ministry. NOBTS professors 
Jimmy Dukes, Jerry Barlow, Adam Harwood, Blake 
Newsom and Mike Edens will teach during the event.

Graduate students may receive up to 9 academic 
hours of credit for the event and associated work 

through the 
Internet. Graduate 
academic course 
requires standard 
tuition and fees. 
Classes available 
in conjunction 
with Centergize 

2014 include Doctrine of Salvation (THEO6307) 
with Edens and Harwood, New Testament Exegesis 
(English): Ephesians (NTEN5310) with Dukes, and 
Preaching from the Epistles: Ephesians (PREA6320) 
with Barlow.

Also offered will be the course Technological 
Applications for Bible Study and Preaching 
(PREA6230/6330) with Drs. Dennis Phelps and 
Craig Price. This course trains students how to 
use Logos 5 software for Bible study and sermon 
preparation. Students in the class can receive a 50 
percent discount on the Logos software.

Students may also enroll in the exegesis and 
preaching courses as a free (non-credit) Internet 
MOOC offering.

Complete registration information for each option 
is available online HERE. There is also a special 
Centergize Conference housing option available. 
Click HERE for details.

Crossover Baltimore 2014

NOBTS celebrates outstanding students, 
faculty, staff at awards chapel service

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary held 
its annual “Celebration of Excellence” chapel service 
May 6 to honor top students and faculty and to 
recognize milestone anniversaries for staff members.

“It’s important to do things as unto the Lord, with 
excellence,” NOBTS Provost Steve Lemke said to start 
the award ceremony. “Certainly, this is the challenge 
we all have as Christians. It’s a challenge that we have 
as faculty and staff of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. It’s something you have as students.”
Student awards

Each year, faculty members identify outstanding 
students from various academic programs at New 
Orleans Seminary. Outstanding students in specific 
degree programs for 2014 are as follows:
• Associate Program — Wendell Rhodus
• Baccalaureate Program — Kyle Rhodes
• Master of Divinity — Sean Walker

• Master of Divinity in Christian Thought — Zachary 
Milstead
• Master of Divinity in Christian Ed. — Suzanne 
Burnett
• Master of Arts in Christian Ed. — Frank Mons Sr.

Other outstanding student award recipients 
included:
• Baptist Association of Christian Educations Award 
in Christian Education — Nicholas Pacurari
• Zondervan Hebrew Award — Cory Barnes
• Zondervan Greek Award — Katherine Unsworth
• Jack and Juanita Cunningham Scholarship — 
Megan Burnett
• C.C. Randall Award in Evangelism — Wesley Remkus
• James A. Headrick Award for Excellence in Christian 
Counseling — Katherine Arnold and Michelle Muncy

See AWARDS, page 2
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• Zondervan Theology Award — Andrew 
Hollingsworth
• Daniel H. Holcomb Christian History Award 
— Joshua Freeman
• Missional Living Award — Joshua Peeler
• Broadman & Holman Seminarian Award — 
Joshua Lee Jordan
• LifeWay Pastoral Leadership Award — Russ 
Randall
• Robert S. Magee Doctoral Fellowship — Shin 
Deok Ra and David Bond
Staff and faculty honors

New Orleans Seminary has two staff members 
celebrating 25 years at the school this year: Alton 
“Bizzy” Bene, who works in facilities, and Janet 
Benjamin, who works in the President’s Home. 
Rhonda Smith — a fixture in the Registrar’s Office, 
a former NOBTS preschool teacher, and a chief 
organizer of the main campus’s Surplus With A 
Purpose (SWAP) shop — is celebrating 20 years. Julie 
Barentine from the operations department, Tyrone 
Cole with facilities and the library’s Ky St. Amant all 
have been at NOBTS 10 years.

NOBTS Provost Steve Lemke named this year’s 
recipients of the Marvin Jones Awards for Excellence.

Three faculty awards — outstanding classroom 
teacher, outstanding faculty churchman and 
outstanding research professor — pay tribute to 
Jones, a graduate of NOBTS when it was at the 
Uptown New Orleans campus. Jones went on to 
pastor churches in Louisiana and Arkansas and to 
be a church planter in Oregon. Jones was passionate 
about the church, studying the Bible and teaching 
and preaching the Bible. The three awards named 
after him honor those passions.

Dr. Angie Bauman, assistant professor of Christian 

AWARDS, from page 1 education at the seminary’s North Georgia location, 
was named the outstanding classroom teacher 
for 2014. Bauman earned a bachelor’s degree in 
education from Georgia Southwestern College and 
taught high school math before beginning seminary 
studies. She earned both a master of divinity and 
doctor of philosophy from NOBTS.

“She loves teaching. She has taught overseas 
recently in Cameroon, Africa, in Romania and in 
Belgium,” Lemke said. “In Georgia, in addition 
to teaching at the extension center, she teaches 
through the Barnabas prison ministry to women 
inmates at one of the prisons in Georgia.”

Lemke described the Outstanding Faculty 
Churchman award as going to a faculty member 
who gets into the church and also brings the 
church into the classroom. This year’s recipient 
is Dr. Jake Roudkovski, associate professor of 
evangelism at NOBTS and director of the school’s 
supervised ministry program. He’s also very active 
in church ministry in Louisiana.

“For the last few years, he’s been pastor at Bogue 
Falaya Baptist Church, and that church has grown 
from about 70 in attendance to 200 in attendance 
during the time he’s been there,” Lemke said.

The third Marvin Jones Award, recognizing the 
outstanding research professor for 2014, went to Dr. 
Dan Warner, associate professor of Old Testament 
and archaeology. Like Bauman, Warner is an 
extension center-based faculty member. Warner 
teaches at the seminary’s Orlando, Fla., center.

“Not only that, [Warner is] one of our ministry-
based faculty members,” Lemke said. “I don’t 
believe a ministry-based faculty member has ever 
been elected for this award before.”

Warner is a graduate of Spurgeon Baptist Bible 
College and Grace Theological Seminary, and 

he earned a Ph.D. degree from Trinity College 
University in Bristol, England.

“He, of course, is a specialist in archaeology,” Lemke 
said. “He is the director of our center for archaeological 
research and has been very integrally involved in our 
Tel Gezer dig in Israel, which has really made national 
and world headlines in the world of archaeology.”

Warner also heads up the Virtual Bible Project, 
which presents computer-generated tours of biblical 
scenes like the Temple Mount.

The final award given was the Ola Farmer Lenaz 
Grant, which provides funds to a faculty member for 
a particular research project. Dr. Bill Warren, professor 
of New Testament and Greek, was the 2014 recipient 
of the grant.

“When we think of Dr. Warren, we think of an 
outstanding New Testament professor, the director 
for the Haggard Center for New Testament Textual 
Studies, and of course, he has done great research 
and scholarly contributions in that area,” Lemke said. 
“But he has a few other hats, like pastor and former 
missionary.”

Lemke said the Ola Farmer Lenaz Grant will help 
translate the master of theological studies degree in the 
Spanish language and also aid in other projects with 
Eastern and Western Cuba Baptists.

To conclude the celebration service, Lemke 
recognized two faculty members who have 
published books during the past calendar year. Page 
Brooks, assistant professor of theology, recently 
coedited Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell: Homosexuality, 
Chaplaincy and the Modern Military. Dr. Bob 
Stewart, professor of philosophy and theology, also 
recently edited The Message of Jesus: John Dominic 
Crossan and Ben Witherington III in Dialogue.

Platt leads ‘Spiritual Life of the Minister’ seminar at NOBTS
NEW ORLEANS — David Platt, pastor of The 

Church at Brook Hills in Birmingham, Ala., and 
an alumnus of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, led a seminar for current students at his 
alma mater May 1 that examined the spiritual life of 
the minister. Platt offered six characteristics of leaders 
in the kingdom of God, gleaned from the story 
of Elijah from 1 Kings 17 through 2 Kings 2. The 
afternoon seminar, which followed Platt preaching in 
New Orleans Seminary’s morning chapel service, was 
held in the school’s Martin Chapel with a capacity 
crowd in attendance.
Leaders find strength in God’s presence

Platt said, first of all, that ministry leaders find 
strength “in the solitude of God’s presence.” In 1 
Kings 17, with so much turmoil in the nation of Israel 
demanding Elijah’s attention, God tells him to “Depart 
from here and turn eastward and hide yourself by the 
brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.”

“I think this is cluing us in to a reality that we need 
not forget: The most important part of our lives and 

our ministries is the part no one else sees,” Platt said.
Leaders are abandoned to the Word

Secondly, Platt said the will of ministry leaders 
is “completely abandoned to the Word of God.” 
He read through portions of 1 Kings 17 and 18, 
emphasizing every time “word” is used in reference 
to the word of God.

“It’s the word of God that’s guiding, directing, 
leading everything that Elijah is doing,” Platt said. 
“So just a simple reminder: This word is all we’ve 
got when it comes to leading the church.”
Focusing on God’s glory and grace

Third, leaders “take risks for God’s great glory.” 
Platt pointed to both the scene in 1 Kings 18 
where Elijah opposes the prophets of Baal and the 
battle of Jericho in Joshua 6. Both events unfolded 
in such a way that only God could receive glory.

“When the people of Israel take the city of Jericho 
in Joshua 6, what you don’t see is all the Israelites 
going up to the trumpet players and telling them 
what an incredible job they did. ‘Ralph, I never 

heard you play that well. Harry, you hit the high 
C and it was awesome,’” Platt said. “No, you see 
people on their faces saying ‘Only God could’ve 
done this.’”

Fourth, though leaders in ministry face fierce 
spiritual battles, God’s grace is always greater. In 1 
Kings 19, following the defeat of the prophets of 
Baal, Jezebel vows to have Elijah killed. In fear and 
discouragement, Elijah runs for his life.

“There’s something about ministry in the 
kingdom that you can go from high to low just 
like that,” he said, snapping his fingers.
Leaving a legacy, identifying ‘home’

As Elijah’s earthly departure approaches, he spends 
time visiting other spiritual leaders of the day who will 
remain after he’s gone. Platt saw a challenge for living 
in how Elijah approached his departure to heaven.

“Knowing this world is not our home, let’s live 
so we will be found faithful on that day,” he said.

Editor’s note: For an extended version of this story, 
click HERE.
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

Lessons Learned 
from Running

I was recently asked to share on Hebrews 12:1-3 at 
a conference where the theme was “Run the Race.” It 
almost felt like cheating since, well, I’ve run a bunch 
of races and also I’ve enjoyed lots of time in the past 
studying this passage. However, in true Judi Jackson 
procrastination fashion, I waited until the last minute 
to REALLY pull my thoughts together and was very 
thankful that God gave some order to my scrambled 
thinking.

After sharing at the conference, a dear friend 
challenged me to put my thoughts into a blog. So, 
here I go … in an effort to pull together a short series 
from this scripture, I will start at the beginning and 
eventually add the other five points.

ONE: Identify your supporters
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses….” (12:1)

I have always thought of this great cloud of 
witnesses as the folks from Hebrews 11 (and a 
bunch more who have walked with God since) 
standing on the sidelines of my life in true race-
supporter fashion, cheering me on to victory.

However, I recently heard a sermon on this 
scripture in which the preacher pointed out that 
those mentioned in Hebrews 11 and many of 
the others whose lives have impacted mine are in 
heaven, and they certainly aren’t spending their time 
in glory looking down at me. I mean, they’ve got 
JESUS right there! GLORY! All eyes are on the Son!

Why then are these ‘witnesses’ mentioned? How 
about so that I can look at them and learn from 
their lives? Knowing that each of them walked 
through difficult challenges and made it to the Hall 
of Faith tells me that there’s hope for me.

 My supporters are those that I am encouraged 

by, whether they are walking with me step-by-
step in real time or if they have walked the Christ 
journey a while back. They build me up, call me out, 
and point me to the One who promises strength, 
sustenance, and a hope for tomorrow. 

Regularly, I hear believers (especially those in 
ministry) say, “I’m so lonely. Where can I find 
friends? Who can I trust?” 

Consider three groups, starting with who are 
already your friends? Who do you already trust? 
Nurture these relationships! They may not be 
living in the same town as you know but, with 
Facebook, Facetime, and whatever else you use to 
communicate, you can stay connected.

Also consider who’s a little farther (or a lot 
farther) down the road of the Christian life than 
you that you want to get to know? Seek out these 
people. Some of them would love to join you for a 
cup of coffee. Others will teach you through their 
books, podcasts, and blogs.

Finally, who needs your encouragement and 
influence? Initiate these friendships. It’s amazing 
how much we can gain from focusing on giving to 
others. When we turn our attentions away from our 
personal pity parties and start celebrating someone 
else’s existence, we may find a deeper sense of purpose 
and meaning than we ever dreamed possible.

Truthfully, if I’m not careful, I give the air of 
being a self-sufficient, got-it-all-together, busy-
doing-important-things high achiever. But I’m 
not. Most days, I feel more like a crawling-in-the-
dark, what-should-I-do-first, do-we-get-points-for-
getting-out-of-bed impostor. I need my supporters 
and I need to support others. What about you?

—Dr. Judi Jackson

Sprechen Sie Deutsch? Study 
German this summer
The Providence Learning Center will offer German 
classes for the purpose of preparing students to meet the 
language requirements necessary for entry into NOBTS 
research doctoral programs. Part one is June 2–20, from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–Friday. Part two is June 30–
July 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–Friday. Cost is 
$500 per part. For more information, contact J.P. Cox 
in the Providence Learning Center at jpcox@nobts.edu 
or at 282.4455 x8442.

Attention Graduates: Turn in books 
and pay fees at the library by May 15
All books must be turned in and fines must be paid 
in full by Thursday, May 15, at noon, or you will 
not be able to receive your degree. You may call the 
library (504.816.8018) to check the status of your 
account or go online to www.nobts.edu, click on the 
library link, scroll down and click on “Your Library 
Account.”

Israel Pilgrimage: 2015
Visit sites in and around Jerusalem March 18-28, 2015, 
with scholars from New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. See places like the Dead Sea, Masada, 
Qumran, the Sea of Galilee, the Temple Mount and 
more. Cost for the trip is $3495 ($1995 for qualifying 
students). For more information, contact JP Cox at 
504.816.8442 or jpcox@nobts.edu, or click HERE 
for a full itinerary.
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