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Chapel Schedule

Thursday, May 8
Missions Commissioning

Dr. Chuck Kelley
NOBTS President

Monday, May 26
Red Carpet Week Chapel

Dr. Chuck Kelley
NOBTS President

Dean of Chapel to host first ‘live’ NOBTS 
Conversations May 8 in Creole Room

Don’t Miss

On Thursday, May 8, New Orleans Baptist 
Seminary will host the first live NOBTS Conversations 
event. NOBTS Conversations is a video series that 
features NOBTS Dean of Chapel Blake Newsom in 
conversation with notable chapel speakers. The May 8 
live event will take place immediately following chapel 
Thursday, May 8, in the Creole room. The event will 
begin at 12:20 p.m. and last about 45 minutes.

This installment of NOBTS Conversations 
will feature a panel discussion on the subject of 
“Contemporary Issues in the Local Church,” with a 
focus on music and preaching. Three professors will 
participate: Dr. Michael Sharp, professor of worship 

studies; Dr. Greg Woodward, chair of Church Music 
Ministries Division; and Dr. Dennis Phelps, director 
of Alumni Relations and Church-Minister Relations 
who occupies the J.D. Grey Chair of Preaching. 
Newsom will moderate the session. There will be 
opportunities for questions and interaction between 
the audience and the panel.

The “brown-bag” event is free and open to anyone 
interested in attending. Lunch is available for purchase 
in the cafeteria.

To view NOBTS Conversations videos, go to 
youtube.com/nobtspublications and look for NOBTS 
Conversations.

Missions Commissioning
See page 2 for details about the 
NOBTS Missions Commissioning 
Service, set for May 8 at 11 a.m. in 
Leavell Chapel.

Earn class credit while sharing the gospel as 
part of Crossover Baltimore this June

Earn class credit while sharing the gospel in Baltimore! 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has an exciting 
option for students who want to participate in a mission 
and evangelism trip this summer: Crossover Baltimore. 
Watch the North American Mission Board video about 
Crossover Baltimore 2014.

Five of the SBC seminaries are teaming up for an 
intense evangelistic outreach in Baltimore in the days 
leading up to the Southern Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting in Baltimore (the SBC Pastors’ Conference is 
June 8-9; the SBC Annual Meeting is June 10-11). Would 
you like to join in this intentional mission and evangelism 
effort along with other students from Midwestern, 
Southeastern, Southern and Southwestern seminaries?
Supervised Ministry I

In addition to the evangelism activities in the city, 
NOBTS graduate students may take Supervised 
Ministry I—Personal Evangelism Practicum 

(EVAN5230) taught by Dr. Preston Nix. In addition 
to the practicum aspect of the course, some pre- and 
post-practicum work is required. Regular tuition and 
fee rates apply.
Lodging and Meals Provided – Travel Assistance 
Available

The North American Mission Board (NAMB) will 
provide meals and lodging for students. This year, 
NOBTS will provide special missions travel assistance 
to cover most of student travel costs to Baltimore.
More Information

Contact Dr. Preston Nix by phone at 504.816.8820 
or email at pnix@nobts.edu for more information 
about the trip or details regarding travel assistance 
opportunities.
Register Now

Click HERE to register for the course (EVAN5230, 
2014 June Workshop).

Attention Graduates
Spring graduation at New Orleans 
Seminary is set for May 16 (Leavell 
College) and May 17 (NOBTS). For 
important graduation information 
regarding your library account and 
on campus housing, click HERE.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com
http://youtube.com/nobtspublications
mailto:pnix%40nobts.edu?subject=
https://selfserve.nobts.edu/Search/SectionSearch.aspx?sort=CourseId&eventid=EVAN5230&year=2014&term=Q&num=10
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/spring-graduation2014/
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NOBTS WOMEN

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

NOBTS Missions Commissioning 
Service is May 8
NOBTS will have a missions commissioning chapel 
service Thursday, May 8 where we will pray for those 
who will take part in mission trips this summer. If you 
are going on a mission trip (international or domestic) 
or if you will be serving on a camp staff, please send 
your name and where you will be serving (if that 
information can be published) to Sarah Cowan at 
the Global Missions Center by May 2. Contact her 
at 504.282.4455 x8124 or at globalmissionscenter@
nobts.edu. Please contact us as well if you have been 
appointed with NAMB or IMB since May 2013.

Lessons Learned 
from Running

I was recently asked to share on Hebrews 12:1-3 at 
a conference where the theme was “Run the Race.” It 
almost felt like cheating since, well, I’ve run a bunch 
of races and also I’ve enjoyed lots of time in the past 
studying this passage. However, in true Judi Jackson 
procrastination fashion, I waited until the last minute 
to REALLY pull my thoughts together and was very 
thankful that God gave some order to my scrambled 
thinking.

After sharing at the conference, a dear friend 
challenged me to put my thoughts into a blog. So, 
here I go … in an effort to pull together a short series 
from this scripture, I will start at the beginning and 
eventually add the other five points.

ONE: Identify your supporters
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses….” (12:1)

I have always thought of this great cloud of 
witnesses as the folks from Hebrews 11 (and a 
bunch more who have walked with God since) 
standing on the sidelines of my life in true race-
supporter fashion, cheering me on to victory.

However, I recently heard a sermon on this 
scripture in which the preacher pointed out that 
those mentioned in Hebrews 11 and many of 
the others whose lives have impacted mine are in 
heaven, and they certainly aren’t spending their time 
in glory looking down at me. I mean, they’ve got 
JESUS right there! GLORY! All eyes are on the Son!

Why then are these ‘witnesses’ mentioned? How 
about so that I can look at them and learn from 
their lives? Knowing that each of them walked 
through difficult challenges and made it to the Hall 
of Faith tells me that there’s hope for me.

 My supporters are those that I am encouraged 

by, whether they are walking with me step-by-
step in real time or if they have walked the Christ 
journey a while back. They build me up, call me out, 
and point me to the One who promises strength, 
sustenance, and a hope for tomorrow. 

Regularly, I hear believers (especially those in 
ministry) say, “I’m so lonely. Where can I find 
friends? Who can I trust?” 

Consider three groups, starting with who are 
already your friends? Who do you already trust? 
Nurture these relationships! They may not be 
living in the same town as you know but, with 
Facebook, Facetime, and whatever else who use to 
communicate, you can stay connected.

Also consider who’s a little farther (or a lot 
farther) down the road of the Christian life than 
you that you want to get to know? Seek out these 
people. Some of them would love to join you for a 
cup of coffee. Others will teach you through their 
books, podcasts, and blogs.

Finally, who needs your encouragement and 
influence? Initiate these friendships. It’s amazing 
how much we can gain from focusing on giving to 
others. When we turn our attentions away from our 
personal pity parties and start celebrating someone 
else’s existence, we may find a deeper sense of purpose 
and meaning than we ever dreamed possible.

Truthfully, if I’m not careful, I give the air of 
being a self-sufficient, got-it-all-together, busy-
doing-important-things high achiever. But I’m 
not. Most days, I feel more like a crawling-in-the-
dark, what-should-I-do-first, do-we-get-points-for-
getting-out-of-bed impostor. I need my supporters 
and I need to support others. What about you?

—Dr. Judi Jackson

Sprechen Sie Deutsch? Study 
German this summer
The Providence Learning Center will offer German 
classes for the purpose of preparing students to meet 
the language requirements necessary for entry into 
NOBTS research doctoral programs. Part one is June 
2–20, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–Friday. Part two 
is June 30–July 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–
Friday. Cost is $500 per part. For more information, 
contact J.P. Cox in the Providence Learning Center at 
jpcox@nobts.edu or at 282.4455 x8442.

Attention Graduates: Turn in books 
and pay fees at the library by May 15
All books must be turned in and fines must be paid 
in full by Thursday, May 15, at noon, or you will not 
be able to receive your degree. You may call the library 
(504.816.8018) to check the status of your account or 
go online to www.nobts.edu, click on the library link, 
scroll down and click on “Your Library Account.”

Organ Concert Set for May 13
Organist David Harrison will perform a concert 
Tuesday, May 13, at 7 p.m. in New Orleans Baptist 
Seminary’s Leavell Chapel. Harrison is currently 
pursuing the Master of Music Degree in Organ 
Performance at the Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music as a student of Dr. Janette Fischell.

Originally from Ocean Springs, Miss., he 
earned the Bachelor of Music Degree in Organ 
Performance at Mississippi College under the 
instruction of Dr. Robert Knupp. Harrison is active 
both as a performer and church musician, having 
served churches in Mississippi and presently in 
Indianapolis, Ind. He is the son of Dr. Michaelle 
Harrison, adjunct professor of organ at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

Israel Pilgrimage: 2015
Visit sites in and around Jerusalem March 18-28, 
2015, with scholars from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. See places like the Dead Sea, 
Masada, Qumran, the Sea of Galilee, the Temple 
Mount and more. Cost for the trip is $3495 ($1995 
for qualifying students). For more information, 
contact JP Cox at 504.816.8442 or jpcox@nobts.
edu, or click HERE for a full itinerary.
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