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Chapel Schedule

Tuesday, May 6
Celebration of Excellence

Thursday, May 8
Missions Commissioning

Dr. Chuck Kelley
NOBTS President

Monday, May 26
Red Carpet Week Chapel

Dr. Chuck Kelley
NOBTS President

NOBTS Trustees announce new centers, 
elect new professor at April 16 meeting

Don’t Miss

See TRUSTEES on page 2

By Gary D. Myers
The New Orleans Baptist 

Theological Seminary 
trustees approved a number 
of initiatives during 
their April 16 meeting 
designed to enhance 
two of the school’s most 
distinctive programs — the 
counseling/social work program and the Christian 
education division.

During their spring meeting in 2013, trustees 
created a new academic division of church and 
community ministries, for the counseling and 
social work programs. Last December, the board 
approved the creation of a counseling center to serve 
as a resource for NOBTS students and people in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. The counseling center 
will also provide NOBTS counseling students with a 
place to fulfill their counseling practicum hours.

Trustees followed these previous actions by officially 
naming the center and approving a timeline for its 
opening. The Leeke Magee Christian Counseling 
Center bears the name of Louisiana Baptist and 
NOBTS supporter Leeke Magee who passed 
away in 2013. Before his death, Magee named the 
seminary in his estate plan. This estate gift provided 
the funds needed to transform the former William 
Carey University nursing building on the NOBTS 
campus into a counseling center and office space for 
counseling and social work professors. The building 
will be fitted with counseling rooms and offices this 
summer and the counseling center will open to the 
public August 1.

“We deeply believe that 
Southern Baptists need to 
develop the necessary skills 
and knowledge to engage 
the communities around 
our churches,” said NOBTS 
President Chuck Kelley. 
“We have to find a way to 
start the conversation about 

Jesus with people who are not in our churches and we 
think a counseling program, centered in Christ does 
that and we believe that community-based ministries, 
again, centered in Christ and the church can do that.”

The unique counseling program at NOBTS 
provides the educational background needed to 
achieve state licensure. Currently, NOBTS is the only 
SBC seminary offering a licensure track in counseling. 
And while many NOBTS counseling graduates serve 
as church-based counselors, others have sought 
employment in non-profit organizations and private 
Christian counseling groups in order reach those 
outside of the church. According to Ian Jones, 
chairman of the church and community ministries 
division, all students in the program are committed 
to biblically-based ministry and are involved in taking 
the gospel to hurting people.

“Christ challenged believers to be salt and light 
in the world ‘so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven,’” Jones 
said, referencing Matt.5:16. “The division of church 
and community ministries is committed to training 
students with the skill sets necessary to help churches Missions Commissioning

See page 2 for details about the 
NOBTS Missions Commissioning 
Service, set for May 8 at 11 a.m. in 
Leavell Chapel.

Crossover Baltimore
Crossover Baltimore is the evangelistic 
effort in Baltimore, Md., leading up 
to the Southern Baptist Convention. 
See page 2 to learn how to participate 
for class credit.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/RedCarpet.html
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connect with their communities through 
counseling and social ministries, building up 
the church and bringing the transforming 
power of the gospel into the world.”

“The new Leeke Magee Christian 
Counseling Center will be a significant part of 
this ministry as students are trained to provide 
an array of biblical, effective, and accessible 
counseling services to individuals, couples, 
and families in the greater New Orleans 
community,” he continued.

In a related vote, trustees elected Kevin 
Brown as assistant professor of church and 
community ministries at NOBTS. Brown 
brings a wealth of experience in church-related 
community work in New Orleans to his new 
role at the seminary. Brown will occupy the 
newly-formed Caskey Chair of Church and 
Community Ministries.

“The appointment of Kevin Brown is 
evidence of the commitment that the seminary 
trustees, administration, and faculty have 
to prepare ministers to engage actively and 
organically with local communities,” Jones 
said. “He has a heart for the gospel and a 
biblical commitment to bring its message 
to people who are often overlooked and 
neglected, through church-driven programs of 
ministry-based evangelism.”

Brown earned a bachelor of arts degree 
in psychology from Wheaton College and 
a master of social work degree from the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. He is 

Earn class credit while sharing the gospel at Crossover Baltimore
Earn class credit while sharing the 

gospel in Baltimore! New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary has 
an exciting option for students who 
want to participate in a mission and 
evangelism trip this summer: Crossover 
Baltimore. Watch the North American 
Mission Board video about Crossover 
Baltimore 2014.

Five of the SBC seminaries are 
teaming up for an intense evangelistic 
outreach in Baltimore in the days 
leading up to the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annual Meeting in Baltimore (the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference is June 8-9; the SBC Annual 
Meeting is June 10-11). Would you like to join in 
this intentional mission and evangelism effort along 
with other students from Midwestern, Southeastern, 
Southern and Southwestern seminaries?

Supervised Ministry I – Personal Evangelism 
Practicum

In addition to the evangelism activities in the city, 
NOBTS graduate students may take Supervised 
Ministry I—Personal Evangelism Practicum 
(EVAN5230) taught by Dr. Preston Nix. In addition 

currently studying in the doctor of philosophy 
in urban studies program at the University of 
New Orleans. For the past 16 years, Brown has 
served as the executive director of the Trinity 
Christian Community, a faith-based non-
profit located in the Hollygrove neighborhood 
of New Orleans.

In addition to his work in ministry and 
community development, Brown taught 
pastoral counseling at the School of Urban 
Missions in New Orleans and served as a field 
placement supervisor for master of social work 
students at Tulane University.

“We have to find a way to start the 
conversation about Jesus with people who are 
not in our churches and we think a counseling 
program, centered in Christ does that and 
we believe that community-based ministries, 
again, centered in Christ and the church 
can do that,” Kelley said following Brown’s 
election. “Kevin Brown has spent most of his 
life doing church-based community ministry. 
He has worked with justice issues, education 
issues, violence, job training and poverty issues 
and how the community of Christ can address 
needs in the urban context.”

“Southern Baptists have to learn how to 
be effective and fruitful in an urban context,” 
Kelley said.

Along with the outward focus of the 
counseling and social work program, the 
trustees launched an initiative to help foster 
spiritual growth and discipleship in the local 
church. The trustees approved the creation 

of the Center for Discipleship and Spiritual 
Formation to assist the work of the school’s 
division of Christian education. At a time 
when many Christian colleges and seminaries 
are shifting away from Christian education 
programs, NOBTS is seeking to strengthen 
that area. The center will conduct research in 
discipleship strategies, collaborate with pastors 
and Christian education practitioners and 
host conferences and training events. The first 
discipleship conference is tentatively scheduled 
for next fall.

“The need for strategic and comprehensive 
discipleship in our local churches has been 
a growing concern for several decades as 
our churches have plateaued and declined. 
NOBTS is committed to addressing the 
concern,” said Randy Stone, chairman of the 
division of Christian education. “The Center 
for Discipleship and Spiritual Formation will 
prioritize training for church and lay leaders, 
research and writing in the field, as well as 
encouraging and resourcing staff members and 
ministry leaders serving in discipleship and 
Christian education vocations.”

NOBTS provost Steve Lemke added, “The 
Great Commission calls upon us to baptize 
new disciples, but it doesn’t stop there. It 
calls upon us to disciple them and teach them 
all things that God has commanded us. The 
passion of the new Center for Discipleship 
and Spiritual Formation is to accomplish that 
commandment through our Baptist churches.

to the practicum aspect of the course, some 
pre- and post-practicum work is required. 
Regular tuition and fee rates apply.

Lodging and Meals Provided – Travel 
Assistance Available

The North American Mission Board 
(NAMB) will provide meals and lodging for 
students. This year, NOBTS will provide 
special missions travel assistance to cover 
most of student travel costs to Baltimore.

More Information
Contact Dr. Preston Nix by phone at 

504.816.8820 or email at pnix@nobts.
edu for more information about the trip or details 
regarding travel assistance opportunities.

Register Now
Click HERE to register for the course 

(EVAN5230, 2014 June Workshop).

mailto:pnix%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pnix%40nobts.edu?subject=
https://selfserve.nobts.edu/Search/SectionSearch.aspx?sort=CourseId&eventid=EVAN5230&year=2014&term=Q&num=10
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

NOBTS Missions Commissioning 
Service is May 8
NOBTS will have a missions commissioning chapel 
service Thursday, May 8 where we will pray for those 
who will take part in mission trips this summer. If you 
are going on a mission trip (international or domestic) 
or if you will be serving on a camp staff, please send 
your name and where you will be serving (if that 
information can be published) to Sarah Cowan at 
the Global Missions Center by May 2. Contact her 
at 504.282.4455 x8124 or at globalmissionscenter@
nobts.edu. Please contact us as well if you have been 
appointed with NAMB or IMB since May 2013.

The End is Near
I’m referring to the end of the semester, not the end 

of the world (even though the end of the world could 
be near, I just don’t know the time table for that).

In just a few weeks, the school year will be history.* 
Your papers will be turned in. Your exams will be done. 
Your grades will be posted (or at least, in progress). 

But, here’s the question: what will your life look 
like between now and then? Will it be an orderly 
progression of research, studying, and writing OR will 
it be a chaotic mess of sugar highs, late night panic 
sessions, and last minute cramming? No, it doesn’t 
have to be an either-or; most of us find ourselves 
setting out with an organized plan of action and then 
find the distraction demons attacking at every turn.

Courtney Veasey gave me a sneak peek at a couple 
of devotions she recently wrote for Lifeway. You may 
find her words helpful as you process and prioritize for 
the challenging days ahead.

Finding a Balance
People today have access to more communication 

technology than any other generation in history. 
Worlds of information, news and entertainment 
in one form or another are readily available from 
electronic devices. And while our current technology 
is certainly valuable, we must also be aware of the 
dangers of media overload which, if not kept in check, 
can easily absorb every waking moment of our days. 
This week, pay close attention to the amount of time 
you spend connecting with God versus the amount 
of time you spend connecting with others and the 
world through media. Is there a good balance between 
the two? Practice the discipline of turning OFF your 

distractions and turning ON your focus to God in 
prayer.

Finding Help When You Need it Most
The Gospel writers Matthew and Luke both recorded 

a prayer which Jesus taught His followers to use in their 
daily lives. In each account, our Lord ends with the 
request, “And do not lead us into temptation...” We 
get this English word for “temptation,” from the Greek 
word, peirao, meaning “trial,” or “peril.” Essentially, 
Jesus is praying, “Spare us from deceptive trials which 
are too powerful for us.” We have all faced times when 
Satan, or the “tempter” as he is called (Matt. 4:3), has 
lead us to use our God-given choice making ability for 
his purposes and not God’s. If you or a friend encounter 
this kind of destructive temptation this week, follow 
Jesus’ lead in asking your Heavenly Father for the 
powerful and immediate help that only He can give.

–Dr. Judi & Courtney

*If you’re one of those students who hates to see the semester 
end, consider registering for a Red Carpet Week or summer 
course. Check out the Announcements Page for a list of the 
Women’s Ministry offerings during these times.

The True Story of Cinderella
The NOBTS Church Music Ministries Division 
will present “The True Story of Cinderella” 
Tuesday, May 6, at 7 p.m. in the Sellers Music 
Building. For more information, contact the 
division office at 504.282.4455 x3226.

Sprechen Sie Deutsch? Study 
German this summer
The Providence Learning Center will offer German 
classes for the purpose of preparing students to meet 
the language requirements necessary for entry into 
NOBTS research doctoral programs. Part one is June 
2–20, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–Friday. Part two 
is June 30–July 18, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Monday–
Friday. Cost is $500 per part. For more information, 
contact J.P. Cox in the Providence Learning Center at 
jpcox@nobts.edu or at 282.4455 x8442.

Attention Graduates: Turn in books 
and pay fees at the library by May 15
All books (regardless of due date) must be turned 
in and fines must be paid in full by Thursday, May 
15, at noon, or you will not be able to receive your 
degree. You may call the library (504.816.8018) 
to check the status of your account or go online 
to www.nobts.edu, click on the library link, scroll 
down and click on “Your Library Account.”

http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
https://twitter.com/#!/NOBTS_Live
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/101704197809573329794/101704197809573329794/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
mailto:globalmissionscenter%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:globalmissionscenter%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programsevents/
mailto:jpcox%40nobts.edu?subject=
www.nobts.edu

