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Red Carpet Week
See page 2 for details on Red Carpet 
Week courses, housing and meal 
options, and steps to register.

Tenth annual Greer-Heard Forum 
tackles God and cosmology

Don’t Miss

See Greer-Heard on page 2

By Frank Michael McCormack

NEW ORLEANS—The Greer-Heard Point-
Counterpoint Forum in Faith and Culture—an 
annual dialog at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary in which an evangelical scholar and a non-
evangelical scholar discuss issues of faith, science, 
philosophy and culture from different perspectives—
held its 10th debate Feb. 21.

The 2014 forum, titled “God and Cosmology: 
The Existence of God in Light of Contemporary 
Cosmology,” featured William Lane Craig, research 
professor of philosophy at Talbot School of Theology, 
and Sean Carroll, professor of physics at the California 
Institute of Technology.

Building on the title of the forum, Craig argued 
that contemporary cosmology — the study of the 
universe — can be used to bolster the claims of 
theology that God exists.

William Lane Craig (left) and Sean Carroll dialoged on the subject of God and contemporary cosmology at the 10th 
annual Greer-Heard Forum, held in Leavell Chapel Feb. 21. Photos by Boyd Guy

“Tonight I want to defend an even stronger claim, 
namely that the evidence of contemporary cosmology 
actually renders God’s existence considerably more 
probable than it would’ve been without it,” Craig said.

Craig cautioned he wasn’t saying that contemporary 
cosmology proves God’s existence.

“Rather, I’m saying contemporary cosmology 
provides significant evidence in support of premises 
in philosophical arguments for conclusions having 
theological significance,” he said.

Craig then presented to the crowd gathered in 
Leavell Chapel — in addition to the more than 10,000 
watching online — first the Kalam Cosmological 
Argument, and then highlighted the fine tuning of 
the universe, which points to God’s existence.

Carroll, in contrast, said contemporary cosmology 
and, more specifically, cosmologists themselves do not 
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address the existence of God or God’s involvement 
in the origin of the universe at all. Among 
cosmologists, Carroll argued, the debate over God 
is settled.

“The discussion we’re having tonight does not 
reflect a debate that is ongoing in professional 
cosmology,” he said. “If you go to cosmology 
conferences, there’s a lot of talk about the origin 
of the universe but there is no talk about what role 
God might have played in bringing the universe 
about. It is not an idea that is taken seriously.”

Ultimately, the debate over God’s role in the origin 
of the universe and God’s very existence, Carroll 
said, comes down to “two major, fundamental 
pictures of the world, or what philosophers call 
‘ontologies’ — naturalism and theism.”

Naturalism sees the natural world as being ruled 
by laws of nature and looks to science to help 
people discover those laws.

“Theism says that, in addition to the natural 
world, there is something else, at the very least 
God, or perhaps there are other things as well,” 
Carroll said. “I want to argue that naturalism 
is by far and away the winner when it comes to 
cosmological explanation.”

Carroll revisited the overarching debate between 
naturalism and theism later in the forum, saying 
that 500 years ago he too would’ve been a theist. 
At that time, theism was the best explanation 
available for the existence of the world, he said, 
but since then, naturalism and scientific advances 
have made theology, in a word, obsolete.

“Now we know better, given advancements 
in physics, biology and cosmology,” Carroll said 
during the Saturday sessions of the Greer-Heard. 
“Naturalism is the conclusion of thinking about what 
empirical information tells you about the universe.”

Craig, though, countered throughout the debate 
that contemporary science points to a beginning 
of the universe and, thus the universe needs a 
cause. He insisted this is not the only reason to 
believe in God, but in his opinion, God is the most 
likely explanation. During the Saturday sessions 
of Greer-Heard, when asked about weaknesses in 
his argument and weaknesses he sees in Carroll’s 
position, Craig’s answer hinged on the evidence 
that the universe had a beginning.

“I suppose that the greatest weakness [of his 
own argument] would be the tentativeness of 
the empirical evidence that the universe began to 
exist. That would mean that all our conclusions are 
always provisional and not certain,” he said. “And I 
would suppose the greatest weakness I would see in 
Carroll’s argument would be that we do have good 
tentative evidence that the universe began to exist.”
G-H: Looking back, looking forward

Bob Stewart, Professor of Philosophy and 
Theology, and Greer-Heard Chair of Faith and 
Culture at New Orleans Baptist Theological 

Seminary, said reaching the 10th anniversary of the 
Greer-Heard Forum is an amazing achievement.

“The program began as a 5-year pilot program, and 
we’re in the 10th year of the 5-year pilot program, so I 
guess the Heards are pleased with it,” he said.

In that 10 years, Greer-Heard has welcomed the 
likes of N.T. Wright, John Dominic Crossan, Bart 
Ehrman and Ben Witherington. The forum has also 
seen incredible advancements in technology and 
interaction via social media.

The 2014 installment offered, for the first time, 
a live video feed of both the Friday debate and the 
Saturday sessions.

“We know that a little over 10,000 devices tuned 
in to the debate live,” Stewart said. “We don’t know 
precisely how many people those 10,000 plus devices 
represent.”

Thus far, the forum has amassed more than 35,000 
online views. And through social media outlets like 
Twitter and Facebook, future viewers from around the 
world will be able to engage speakers with questions 
and reactions in real time.

“Greer-Heard has reached far more people than any 
of us ever thought about 10 years ago,” Stewart said. 
“I’d say it’s safe to say that this year’s forum has been 
seen by more than the combined nine previous years.”

Next year’s Greer Heard Forum, set for April 
10-11, 2015, will feature E. Calvin Beisner and Bill 
McKibben in dialogue on how Christians should relate 
to the environment and the issue of climate change. 
Beisner is a spokesman for the Cornwall Alliance for 
the Stewardship of Creation and an author of more 
than 10 books, including The Evangelical Declaration 
on Global Warming. McKibben, a scholar in residence 
at Middlebury College and the founder of 350.org, 
wrote the 1989 book The End of Nature, which 
warned of the threat of global warming.

Stewart said the 2015 forum will be different from 
all the others in that there is no “orthodox” position on 
the environment.

“There is no single shared evangelical view on these 
topics,” Stewart said. “So next year won’t feature a 
clearly-stated evangelical position over against a non-
evangelical position. I’m looking forward to it because, 
truthfully, I don’t know what to think on these issues.”

To learn more about the Greer Heard Forum, visit 
greerheard.com. To view the 2014 forum online, click 
here to go to Tactical Faith’s Youtube page.

In addition to the crowd in Leavell Chapel Feb. 21, 
people on more than 10,000 devices watched the 
debate online, a first for Greer-Heard.

Register now for 
Red Carpet Week

Red Carpet week is a once-a-year time when 
NOBTS rolls out the red carpet to welcome all of our 
students to the New Orleans campus for a week of 
enhanced academic opportunities, lots of fun and free 
stuff, and the chance to spend some quality time in 
New Orleans with faculty and fellow students.

Come enjoy discounted student housing, two free 
evening meals, discounted meals in the River City 
Cafeteria, Q&A with Seminary President Dr. Chuck 
Kelley, basketball and dodge ball tournaments, the 
campus pool and gym, a fun run, and lots more!

Register online through SelfServe. Please make 
sure to select the appropriate workshop term for Step 
3 of the online registration process (enter “May 2 
Workshop Red Carpet”). Some courses do not last the 
entire week, so you may be able to take two courses 
during Red Carpet Week. Check the dates on the 
course listings. For assistance or more information, 
contact the Registrar’s Office at regfrnt1@nobts.edu or 
call 504.282.4455.
Housing and Meal Options

We are pleased to offer you several very 
affordable options for housing and meals during 
Red Carpet Week. The package is available on a 
first come basis. Click here for details.
Graduate Courses
May 26-28
Register by April 26
• Discipleship Strategies (DISC5260) H. Stewart

May 26-30
Register by April 26
• Ethical Issues in Christian Education 
(CEEF6206) E. Dean
• Strategic Church Development through the 
Sunday School (CEAD6370) J. Dean
• Teaching the Bible (CEEF6310) Yount
• New Orleans Disaster Relief Training and 
Experience (MISS5331) Taylor/Rivers
• Preaching from Poetic & Wisdom Literature 
(PREA6217/6317) Phelps
• Worship Leadership (PATH5300) Miller/Sharp
• Biblical Ethics (ETHC6301) Riley
• Intro. to Biblical Hermeneutics (BSHM5310) 
England/Stevens

May 26-30
Register by May 5
• Communication and Evangelism for Youth 
Audiences (CEYH6342) A. Jackson

See Red Carpet on page 3
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

Have you found us online?
Are you a Facebook friend of NOBTS SWF 
(Student Wives Fellowship) OR a member of 
NOBTS QUEST? Join in to keep up with what’s 
going on! Event updates are posted periodically to 
help get the word out! Also check out our blogs at 
courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com.

Discount Coupons for Church’s 
Chicken
Speaking of saving money, Student Life Director 
Mike Massaro was recently given some discount 
coupons for Church’s Fried Chicken. If you’d like 
one, come by the Dean of Students office and just 
ask. See, saving money can be as easy as asking!

May 28-30
Register by April 26
• Church Revitalization (EVAN6221) Nix
• Adult Ministry in Theory & Practice 
(CEAD6250) H. Stewart
• Note: GRADUATE WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
COURSES LISTED BELOW

Undergraduate Courses
May 26-30
Register by April 25
• New Testament Word Studies (BSCM 2322) 
Grubbs
• Intro to Christian Education (CECM 1300) 
McGehee
• Preaching from James (CMCM 4320) Strong/
Gibson
• UNDERGRADUATE WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
COURSES LISTED BELOW

Women’s Ministry Courses (Graduate and 
Undergraduate)
May 26-28
Register by May 26
• Relationship Skills for Women (Graduate – 

CEWM5167; Undergraduate – WMCM1123) 
Bozeman/Eichelberger

May 28-30
Register by May 28
• Survey of Feminist Theology (Graduate 
–CEWM5185/5385; Undergraduate– 
WMCM1140) R. Kelley/Veasey

Ministry Wife Courses
NOTE: Ministry Wife courses are free for wives of 
current students (on-campus, internet & extension 
center students); cost for other ministry wives is 
the same as Leavell College fee structure. Students 
register at the first class meeting.

May 26-28
• The Minister’s Wife – R. Kelley

May 28-30
Healthy Church Relationships – C. Gibson

Register Now
For more information, call the Registrar’s 

Office at 504.282.4455 x3304. Register online at 
SelfServe.
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Why Do You Believe That?
No, I’m not throwing out a random question! Why 
Do You Believe That? is the title of the book we are 
working through this semester in our weekly Brown 
Bag Book Club that meets each Monday at noon 
in the Cafeteria Creole Room. All NOBTS women 
(students, wives, staff, faculty) are invited. Books may 
be purchased at LifeWay. If you’ve got questions, email 
nobtswomen@nobts.edu. Hope to see you Monday!

Apply Now for Fall 2014 Scholarships
Apply HERE through April 30 for Fall 2014 
scholarships at NOBTS. To qualify, you must meet 
the following enrollment requirements:

• Campus undergraduate students–12 hours
• NOLA campus graduate students–9 hours
• All extension center students–2 courses
• Doctoral students must maintain active enrollment
• Students in the last semester of their degree do not 
have to be full time to apply
• Full time includes weekly, Saturday, and hybrid 
classes. Internet classes, independent studies and 
workshops DO NOT count toward full time status.

Applications for the Bi-Vocational/Small Church 
Staff Scholarship and the African-American Student 
Scholarship are separate from the Current Student 
Scholarship. These applications are available until 
June 15 on the Financial Aid website.

NOBTS Missions Commissioning 
Service is May 8
NOBTS will have a missions commissioning chapel 
service Thursday, May 8 where we will pray for those 
who will take part in mission trips this summer. If you 
are going on a mission trip (international or domestic) 
or if you will be serving on a camp staff, please send 
your name and where you will be serving (if that 
information can be published) to Sarah Cowan at 
the Global Missions Center by May 2. Contact her 
at 504.282.4455 x8124 or at globalmissionscenter@
nobts.edu. Please contact us as well if you have been 
appointed with NAMB or IMB since May 2013.
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