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Lemke participates in medical ethics 
panel discussion at Loyola University

Don’t Miss

By Marilyn Stewart

Having a loved one experience a medical crisis 
is difficult enough, but when the doctor invokes 
the phrase “brain dead,” heartache can rise to new 
dimensions.

Steve Lemke, bioethicist and provost of New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, joined 
panelists at Loyola University New Orleans March 19 
for a panel discussion titled “Who Lives? Who Dies? 
Who Decides?” that focused on end-of-life cases that 
have sparked national debate. Cases included that of 
Jahi McMath, a 13-year-old girl placed on a ventilator 
following complications from tonsil and nasal surgery, 
and Marlise Munoz, a young mother declared brain-
dead but kept on life support for two months for the 

sake of her 14-week-old fetus.
The Center for Medical Ethics of the Louisiana 

Right to Life Federation sponsored the event. Other 
panelists were Jennifer Popik, J.D., with National 
Right to Life; Jeff White, M. D., cardiologist and 
hospital system ethics director; and the Rev. Kevin 
Wildes, S.J., president of Loyola University.

Popik said brain death cases “terrify people” and 
that clarification is needed. She cited a study by the 
American Academy of Neurology that indicated, 
while the protocol for declaring brain death varies 
widely from state to state and hospital to hospital, an 
average to large sized hospital determines brain death 

See ETHICS on page 2

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/RedCarpet.html
http://www.nobts.edu/financialaid/scholarship-application.html


[Page 2]

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

Footsteps of Paul Trip
NOBTS and Providence Educational Foundation will 
offer a 10-day Footsteps of Paul trip Nov. 20-29. The 
price is $2795 ($1995 for NOBTS students). Visit the 
present day site of Thessalonica, Neapolis, Philippi, 
ancient Corinth, and Athens. To register, contact J.P. 
Cox at 504.432.3617 or by email at jpcox@nobts.edu. 
For more info, click HERE.

as many as 50 times a year.
“[Cases like these] may push hospitals to develop 

a criteria,” Popik said.
Defining brain death

Jahi McMath was declared brain-dead on Dec. 
12, 2013, after three neurologists confirmed she was 
unable to breathe on her own, had no blood flow to 
her brain, and showed no 
sign of electrical activity in 
the brain.

When the family refused 
to remove the ventilator, 
a legal agreement was 
eventually forced requiring 
that a death certificate be 
issued by the Alameda 
County, Calif., coroner’s 
office before the patient 
was moved to the undisclosed facility where life 
support continues.

White said families sometimes have trouble 
accepting a doctor’s verdict because a patient on life 
support has a heartbeat, breathes and feels warm to the 
touch.

Wilde added that the issue is compounded in 
today’s society because death is often not discussed and 
families rarely witness a loved one leading up to death, 
as in the past.

Lemke agreed, saying that in the past, families cared 
for patients in their final days at home and saw their 
loved ones struggle. Because medical personnel today 
provide end-of-life care, the family is removed from 
that struggle.

“We’re isolated and insulated from the reality of 
death, so when death comes it is all-the-more shocking 
and we are all-the-more ill-prepared for it,” Lemke said.

The advance of medicine has prolonged life, Lemke 
added.

“All these things together may make death a much 
more difficult experience in our day than perhaps in 
the past,” he said.

Brain death is the total and irreversible cessation 
of the entire brain, including the brain stem, and is 
determined by a complete examination using a set of 
diagnostic criteria and not by a single test, such as an 
electrocardiogram (EKG) or an electroencelphalogram 
(EEG), White explained.

“The science of brain death is very good. The 
concept of brain death is well-founded scientifically,” 
he said.
Pregnancy and brain death

Marlise Munoz was 14 weeks pregnant when 
she collapsed in the middle of the night at her Ft. 
Worth, Texas, home in November 2013. Shortly 
after admission to the hospital, Munoz was 
pronounced brain dead.

Texas law prohibits the removal of life support 
from a pregnant patient until fetus viability at 
23 weeks. The hospital continued support and 

ETHICS, continued from page 1 a month later, Munoz’ husband sued to remove 
support. A judge ruled in his favor on Jan. 24, 
2014, stating that the fetus was abnormal and 
not viable, and that women had a right to end 
pregnancies if they wished.

While the law seeks to balance the rights of 
individuals, Popik argued the mother’s rights were 
extinguished when she was pronounced brain dead.

“So what’s going on 
here that the rights of the 
[unborn] child were so lost 
in the dialogue?” Popik 
asked.

White noted that the 
Texas law was meant to 
protect the fetus when the 
mother was in a vegetative 
state and did not apply to 
a patient declared brain 

dead.
According to a Jan. 28, 2014, NPR article reporting 

on the case, the authors of the bill “intended to keep 
a pregnant woman who was in a persistent vegetative 
state on a ventilator until she could deliver, but not a 
dead pregnant woman,” and insisted the hospital had 
misinterpreted the law.

While the Munoz case was in the news earlier this 
year, a similar story previously unfolded in Canada.

Robyn Benson of British Columbia was declared 
brain dead at 22 weeks into her pregnancy. Life 
support continued and her healthy but premature son 
was delivered at 27 weeks. Benson died the next day.

Analysts of the Munoz and Benson cases point out  
the hospital had declared the Munoz fetus not viable, 
while the Benson fetus was determined to be normal.

Lemke told the audience that in his NOBTS 
ethics classes he presents another case study similar to 
the Munoz and Benson cases. In that case, the judge 
allowed life support to continue, ruling that the state 
has an interest in the next generation of its citizens, and 
asking poignantly, “Who speaks for the fetus?”
Preparing for the unexpected

While it can be difficult to craft an advanced 
directive for medical needs that covers a wide range 
of scenarios and circumstances, certain guidelines 
are helpful, Lemke said. Here are some guidelines 
for preparing an advanced directive:

• Put an advanced directive in writing that 
expresses the general guidelines. This is very helpful 
guidance for family and medical staff.

• Ask a hospital official or attorney the language 
of a standard “boiler plate” advanced directive, 
then personalize it.

• Prepare for unanticipated circumstances by 
appointing a surrogate decision maker with the 
medical power of attorney who can make decisions 
that follow general guidelines.

• Allowing organ donation is a separate issue but 
should be expressed in an advanced directive.

[Marilyn Stewart is a writer based in New Orleans. 
She is a frequent contributor to the Louisiana Baptist 

Dr. Steve Lemke, second from left, participates in a 
medical ethics panel at Loyola University March 15.

SWAP Shop Hours,
Call for Volunteers
The SWAP Shop (Surplus With a Purpose) exists 
to provide an economical means by which the 
seminary community may exchange or secure 
quality clothing or small household items for 
personal use. Contributions of new and gently-
used clothes, furniture, books, household goods, 
gifts and toys are welcome. The SWAP Shop is a 
volunteer organization open five days a week, with 
hours based on the availability of volunteers.
Hours of Operation for the Swap Shop
• Monday—4 to 6 p.m.
• Tuesday—5 to 6 p.m.
• Wednesday—3 to 5 p.m.
• Thursday—3 to 5 p.m.
• Friday—3 to 5 p.m.
• Saturday if a volunteer is available
Check out the Swap Shop on Facebook HERE. 
For more information, call Rhonda Smith at 
504.481.3656.

Impact the Lives of Children at 
NOBTS Preschool
The NOBTS Preschool is currently accepting 
applications for part-time employees. The 
applicant must be over the age of 18. Experience 
working with or teaching children is preferred.  
For more information, please call Kim Craig at 
504.815.8585 or email your resume to Preschool@
nobts.edu.

Ministry Opportunities at FBC Belle 
Chasse
Interim Music Minister: Seeking a qualified, spiritual, 
and creative candidate to serve as an interim music 
minister. Responsibilities include leading and directing 
Sunday morning worship service, praise team practice 
and adult choir practice.
Pianist: Looking for a pianist to serve on Sunday 
mornings during the worship service and Sunday 
afternoons/early evenings for praise team practice. 
Compensation is $125 per Sunday.

If interested, please forward a resume to the following: 
First Baptist Belle Chasse, Attn: B. Fontenelle, 8828 
Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037. For more 
information, please call the church at 504.394.1707.
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

Have you found us online?
Are you a Facebook friend of NOBTS SWF (Student Wives 
Fellowship) OR a member of NOBTS QUEST? Join in 
to keep up with what’s going on! Event updates are posted 
periodically to help get the word out! Also check out our blogs 
at courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com.

Senior Fest Set for April 11
SeniorFest is an annual one-day event at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary that’s just for senior 
adults. This year, the conference will be April 11 from 
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and will feature inspirational Bible 
teaching, insightful and educational seminars, and 
the opportunity to make new friends from across the 
region. Dr. Chuck Kelley, president of New Orleans 
Seminary, will be the featured speaker. For registration 
details and a full list of speakers and breakout sessions 
during Senior Fest, click HERE.

Lay Counseling Course for Ministry 
Wives
Student Wives, it’s no joke! On Tuesday, April 1, 
plan now to join instructor Brooke Osborn for 
the start of the 7-week course “Lay Counseling 
for the Minister’s Wife” in Hardin Student 
Center room 280. This class is offered as an 
elective in the Ministry Wife Certificate program 
and is free of charge to wives of current NOBTS 
students. Other ministry wives are invited to take 
this course for current tuition and fees. Students 
new to the MWC program must submit their 
immunization forms before the second class 
meeting. For more information or for a copy of 
the syllabus, please contact Dr. Rhonda Kelley at 
rkelley@nobts.edu.

XChange:
A Leadership Conversation
On Friday, April 4 (the day before the Priscilla 
Shirer event at Franklin Ave. Baptist Church), 
Lifeway is hosting XChange, a one-day 
roundtable discussion on the NOBTS campus to 
give women leaders the opportunity to exchange 
ideas with each other and gain wisdom from 
other leaders. It’s a great opportunity to dialogue 
with other women about leading and discipling 
women. The event is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. in the Price Center. Cost is $15 per person 
and lunch is included. Register online at Lifeway.
com/xchange.

NOBTS Fun Fest
Students, families, well, EVERYBODY! Mark your 
calendar for Saturday, April 12, because that’s the 
day the seminary family comes together to play! 
Jump in whenever you can! It all starts with a FUN 
RUN/WALK at 8:30 a.m. in front of the Rec 
Center on Iroquois Street (Kids’ One-Miler and 5K 
for everyone). Then from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., join 
the fun in Sunshine Park for free food, inflatables, 
dunking booth, carnival games and more! You 
might even win the $50 Basketball Shoot-Out! 
Student Life Director Mike Massaro is looking for 
folks to volunteer for 30-minute shifts or longer at 
the games, so contact him at studentlife@nobts.edu 
and let him know you’re available. Fun Fest is not 
just for kids; it’s for the WHOLE seminary family!

Why Do You Believe That?
No, I’m not throwing out a random question! 
Why Do You Believe That? is the title of the 
book we are working through this semester 
in our weekly Brown Bag Book Club that 
meets each Monday at noon in the Cafeteria 
Creole Room. All NOBTS women (students, 
wives, staff, faculty) are invited. Books may be 
purchased at LifeWay. If you’ve got questions, 
email nobtswomen@nobts.edu. Hope to see you 
Monday!

Discount Coupons for Church’s 
Chicken
Speaking of saving money, Student Life Director 
Mike Massaro was recently given some discount 
coupons for Church’s Fried Chicken. If you’d like 
one, come by the Dean of Students office and just 
ask. See, saving money can be as easy as asking!

Neighborhood Cleanup Day
The members of Edgewood Park Neighborhood 
Association are enlisting volunteers to help with 
a neighborhood cleanup project Saturday, April 
5. Volunteers will help pick up litter from 8:30 
a.m. to noon. Volunteers will meet at New Hope 
Community Church at 3708 Gentilly Blvd and 
go in small groups around the area. Refreshments 
will be served. If you would like to volunteer to 
help beautify the seminary’s immediate community, 
contact Alma Dixon with the neighborhood cleanup 
committee at 504.451.6885.

Apply Now for Fall 2014 Scholarships
Apply HERE through April 30 for Fall 2014 
scholarships at NOBTS. To qualify, you must meet 
the following enrollment requirements:

• Campus undergraduate students–12 hours
• NOLA campus graduate students–9 hours
• All extension center students–2 courses
• Doctoral students must maintain active enrollment
• Students in the last semester of their degree do not 
have to be full time to apply
• Full time includes weekly, Saturday, and hybrid 
classes. Internet classes, independent studies and 
workshops DO NOT count toward full time status.

Applications for the Bi-Vocational/Small Church 
Staff Scholarship and the African-American Student 
Scholarship are separate from the Current Student 
Scholarship. These applications are available until 
June 15 on the Financial Aid website.
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