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Chapel Schedule

Thursday, March 20
Dr. Mike Miller

NOBTS Campus Pastor
Pastor, FBC Kenner, La.

Tuesday, March 25
Spring Break
No Chapel

Thursday, March 27
Spring Break
No Chapel

Tuesday, April 1
Dr. Eric Geiger

Vice president, LifeWay’s Church 
Resources Division 

Rhonda Kelley co-authors new 
women’s communication guide

Don’t Miss

See GIFT on page 2

An Evening at Morning 
Call with Dr. Chuck Kelley
Join NOBTS President Chuck 
Kelley for a fun, 
informal gathering 
at Morning Call 
April 3. For details, 
see page 3 or click 
HERE.

By Gary D. Myers

An idea that began 
with a simple joke set 
Rhonda Harrington 
Kelley on a decade-
long journey 
that culminated 
in a new book, 
“Talking is a Gift: 
Communication 
Skills for Women.” 
Released Feb. 1 by 
B&H Academics, 
the book, co-written 
by Monica Rose 
Brennan, serves as a 
communication guide for women seeking to minister to 
other women.

It all started some 10 years ago when New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary President Chuck 
Kelley introduced his wife at an event. During the 
introduction, he quipped that she had three spiritual 
gifts not listed in the Bible: sleeping, shopping and 
talking. The joke was well-received by the crowd, 
but Rhonda Kelley didn’t forget that connection of 
talking with spiritual gifts.

Later while reading in 1 Peter 4, she came across 
the words “If anyone speaks, he should do it as 
one speaking the very words of God.” She began 
contemplating a simple but profound truth: There is an 
inherent connection between verbal communication 
and many of the spiritual gifts.

“So many of 
the spiritual gifts 
like teaching, 
administrat ion, 
exhortation and 
mercy must use 
words to minister 
to others,” Kelley 
said. “That 
resonated in my 
heart and mind. 
Talking is a gift. It 
is a gift that God 
gives us to minister 
to others.”

From her 
t e a c h i n g 

experience in the women’s ministry program at 
NOBTS, Kelley knew that a textbook was needed for 
women’s public speaking courses at seminaries and 
Christian colleges. For years the only public speaking 
textbooks specifically targeting women have been 
from a secular perspective or have been Christian 
books with too narrow of a focus. Most of the 
“speaking” books from a Christian perspective have 
targeted men and focused on preaching.

“One of the reasons I felt it was so important to 
have a public speaking book written by a woman for 
women is because men and women are different and 
we communicate differently,” Kelley said.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/announcements/nobts-nola-events/
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/RedCarpet.html
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FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an interview.  
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume in your correspondence.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

FBC Belle Chasse Seeks Music 
Minister
FBC Belle Chasse is looking for a Music Minister to 
lead music on Sunday morning and to work with an 
adult choir on Sunday afternoons. If you are interested, 
please submit your resume to the church, attention of 
Mrs. Barbara Fontenelle. The church’s address is 8828 
Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037.

Impact the Lives of Children: Work 
at Camp NOLA Kidz this Summer
Camp NOLA Kidz, the NOBTS Preschool 
Education Center’s summer camp, is looking for 
people who love playing with kids and teaching 
them about our Creator. Each day is filled with 
swimming, games and recreation, music, art, and 
daily bible activities. Camp is 10 weeks long, from 
May 26 to Aug. 1. Staff training is May 19-23. 
You must be at least 18 to apply. Interested in 
impacting kids this summer? Apply HERE.

FBNO Early Learning Center Seeks 
Part-Time Teachers, Assistant
First Baptist Church’s Early Learning Center currently 
has several employment opportunities. To learn more 
or to apply, contact Lydia Parker, ELC co-director, in 
person at 5290 Canal Blvd, New Orleans, by email at 
lydia.parker@fbno.org or by phone at 504.378.9000.
• PT teachers/subs: Candidates need to be available 
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays, 3:30-5:30 p.m. These are 
specific needs, but other shifts will be available.
• PT Music Teacher: Either Tuesday, Thursday or 
Friday mornings from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
music teacher will be responsible for planning 
lessons for ages 1 to 5 and must be able to lead 
music for large events throughout the school year.
• PT Administrative Assistant: Candidates must 
be very organized and will be handing confidential 
information on a consistent basis.

Register Now for Romans Exegesis 
Workshop with Dr. Gerald Stevens

Romans Workshop 
(March 24–28), New 
Testament Exegesis 
(English), taught by Dr. 
Gerald Stevens.

Sign up now! Study 
one of the most 
important documents 
ever written on the Christian faith. Moo and 
Osborne commentaries. Let’s talk Piper, Wright, 
the new perspective, righteousness in Romans, 
and so many other engaging and challenging 
discussions! Supercharge your sermons and Sunday 
School lessons with this theological masterpiece.

Find the course resource page and syllabus on 
the DrKoine website here: http://drkoine.com/
classes/romans/index.html.

Assignment Summary
• Pre-workshop = 
commentary reading, 
article reading, two 
streaming video lectures
• Workshop = Monday 
is commentary reviews, 
Tuesday is first sectional 
exam study guide 

answers, Wednesday is the book review, Thursday 
is second sectional exam study guide answers
• Post-workshop = Commentary questions are due 
the first Friday, final exam study guide answers are 
due on the second Friday

REGISTER TODAY! NOBTS students can 
register now through Self-Serve.

Footsteps of Paul Trip
NOBTS and Providence Educational Foundation will 
offer a 10-day Footsteps of Paul trip Nov. 20-29. The 
price is $2795 ($1995 for NOBTS students). Visit the 
present day site of Thessalonica, Neapolis, Philippi, 
ancient Corinth, and Athens. To register, contact J.P. 
Cox at 504.432.3617 or by email at jpcox@nobts.edu. 
For more info, click HERE.

The Baptist Center for Theology and Ministry at 
NOBTS has released two new issues of the Journal 
for Baptist Theology and Ministry, available free 
of charge online at BaptistCenter.net. The theme 
for this 2-part series is “Essays on the Traditional 
Statement.” Dr. Eric Hankins, author of the 
Traditional Statement, and Dr. David Allen, Dean 
of the School of Theology at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, served with the Baptist 

When B&H Academic published its first 
academic book for women’s ministry in 2008 – 
“Women Leading Women” by Jaye Martin and Terri 
Stovall – Kelley wrote a proposal for “Talking is a 
Gift” and ultimately secured a publishing deal with 
B&H Academic. “Talking is a Gift” is the second 
women-focused publication by B&H Academic.

As Kelley began fleshing out the details of the 
book, she began to think about the advantages a co-
author could bring to the project. She immediately 
thought of Brennan, who teaches women’s ministry 
at Liberty University. Kelley knew that Brennan 
would bring a unique perspective to the project. 
Not only is she from a younger generation, she also 
teaches on the collegiate level.

The book is divided in three sections: interpersonal 
communication, verbal communication and non-
verbal communication. Two-thirds of the material 
focuses on verbal communication skills such as 
preparing, delivering and evaluating speeches, 
Kelley said. The authors also help provide a general 
foundation for communication and discuss the 
gender dynamics of communication. Each chapter 
ends with a series of questions to help readers process 

GIFT, continued from page 1 and implement particular communication skills.
B&H Academics supplemented the printed 

material with online bonus material accessed 
through QR (quick response) codes and unique 
web addresses. The web-based material gives readers 
access to videos of Kelley and Brennan explaining 
key communication issues related to women.

“The book has some technical information, 
because it is an academic textbook,” Kelley said. 
“But our desire is that it would also be helpful to 
lay leaders. Many women in the church are having 
opportunities to teach and speak in different ways.”

Though “Talking is a Gift” was not released until 
Feb. 1 after the start of the spring semester, several 
schools implemented the textbook as soon as it 
became available. Women’s ministry classes at The 
Baptist College of Florida, the University of Mobile, 
Ouachita Baptist University and Liberty University 
are all using the book this semester. NOBTS will 
begin using the book during March workshops.

“Talking is a Gift” is available for purchase 
through LifeWay Christian Stores and Amazon 
in hardback and electronic form. For more 
information, visit www.talkingisagift.com or “like” 
the “Talking is a Gift” page on Facebook.

Baptist Center Releases 2 New Journal Issues
Center’s Dr. Adam Harwood as co-editors on this 
project.
Contributors include the following NOBTS 
professors: Dr. Steve Lemke, Dr. Mike Miller, 
Dr. Blake Newsom, Dr. Preston Nix, Dr. Rhyne 
Putman and Dr. Adam Harwood. You can view 
other issues of JBTM, papers on Baptist theology 
and ministry, rare books, and Baptist confessions 
on the Baptist Center website.

mailto:heneghan_5%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://docs.google.com/a/nobts.edu/forms/d/1qTgookS7RRtffE9AGiCPudMSClC1o2qT3BaL9F1NZ5w/viewform
mailto:lydia.parker%40fbno.org?subject=
http://drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html
http://drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html
mailto:jpcox%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Footsteps%20of%20Paul%20flyer.pdf
http://www.baptistcenter.net
http://www.talkingisagift.com
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Click HERE to learn more about  
upcoming events & classes for 
women’s organizations at NOBTS

Dr. Judi Jackson
[associate dean of students, 
coordinator of women’s 
programs]

Have you found us online?
Are you a Facebook friend of NOBTS SWF (Student Wives 
Fellowship) OR a member of NOBTS QUEST? Join in 
to keep up with what’s going on! Event updates are posted 
periodically to help get the word out! Also check out our blogs 
at courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com.

Senior Fest Set for April 11
SeniorFest is an annual one-day event at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary that’s just for senior 
adults. This year, the conference will be April 11 from 
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and will feature inspirational Bible 
teaching, insightful and educational seminars, and 
the opportunity to make new friends from across the 
region. Dr. Chuck Kelley, president of New Orleans 
Seminary, will be the featured speaker. For registration 
details and a full list of speakers and breakout sessions 
during Senior Fest, click HERE.

I was a singer. 
I learned to play 
guitar in high 
school so I could 
accompany myself 
and sing my 
testimony wherever 
and whenever 
asked. Occasionally 
I would preface 
my songs with a 
brief introduction 
but mostly I hid 
behind the safety 

net of my faithful six-string Epiphone and let the 
music express God’s truths for me.

I was also a writer. I majored in journalism at 
LSU and, between earning this degree and then 
using it as the news and sports editor of the Winn 
Parish Enterprise in the mid-80s, I wrote. A lot.

But somewhere in the midst of all this, someone 
asked me to speak. This particular invitation 
came from the local Kiwanis Club. They wanted 
me to talk during a lunch meeting about being a 
reporter (or something equally riveting) and all I 
really remember about this was 1) how nervous 
I was and 2) why would anyone ask a writer to 
speak? Writers write. Right?

Little did I know that God was tip-toeing me 
toward the future that He had in store for me. 
Not that I do a lot of public speaking, per se. But 
I do have the privilege to teach on a regular basis 
and, when I do get asked to speak, I do so with a 
little less fear and hopefully a lot more meaning 
than I did before that crowd of hungry Kiwanis.

During next week’s Spring Break (March 24-

28), Dr. Rhonda Kelley and I will be teaching a 
2-credit-hour course for graduate, undergraduate 
and certificate students titled “Public Speaking for 
Women.” We’re excited to be using Dr. Rhonda’s 
new book Talking Is A Gift for our primary 
textbook. Registration will remain open for all 
academic levels until the first class meeting.

Dr. Rhonda and I would love to have you join 
us for this class. Scripture challenges us to be ready 
ALWAYS to give an account for the hope within us. 
But be forewarned: We’re not preparing you to be 
the next Beth Moore. Instead, we’ll be focused on 
sharing solid suggestions and guidelines to help you 
prepare yourself to be the best YOU God has called 
you to be.

Let me know if you have any questions about 
the class. I’d be glad to send you a syllabus and/
or schedule (email me at nobtswomen@nobts.edu). 
In the meantime, if you’re singer, sing. If you’re a 
writer, write. But know that there’s a good chance 
you’ll be asked to speak, so take some time to get 
prepared.

[Check out the Talking is a Gift blog at 
talkingisagift.com]

Public Speaking Anyone?

Join NOBTS President Chuck Kelley for 
a fun, informal gathering Thursday, April 
3, at one of New Orleans’ iconic coffee and 
beignet stands. The social occasion will be at 
Morning Call Coffee Stand in New Orleans’ 
City Park from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Beignets will 
be compliments of the President. Bring cash if 
you’d like to purchase café au lait or soft drinks.

For location details, visit the City Park 
website HERE.

An Evening at City Park’s Morning 
Call Cafe with Dr. Chuck Kelley

http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
https://twitter.com/#!/NOBTS_Live
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/101704197809573329794/101704197809573329794/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programsevents/
https://www.facebook.com/nobts.swf.3?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145062502185694/
courtneyveasey.com
judijackson.blogspot.com
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/seniorfest.html
mailto:nobtswomen%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://talkingisagift.com/2014/03/11/parts-of-a-whole/
http://www.neworleanscitypark.com/in-the-park/morning-call

