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Chapel Schedule

Tuesday, Oct. 22
Ken Scrubbs

Community Outreach Pastor
FBC Leesburg, Fla.

Thursday, Oct. 24
Dr. Mike Miller

NOBTS Campus Minister
Associate Prof of Expository Preaching 

Pastor, FBC Kenner, La.

Facebook
Twitter

GK Online
YouTube

Stay Connected

Click Below for More Info

NOBTS Chapel Online
Listen to past chapel services and 
hear your favorite sermons from the 
Chapel Archive anytime at http://
nobts.edu/chapel.

NOBTS trustees vote to add 
new degrees, extension sites

By Gary D. Myers

NEW ORLEANS — 
New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s 
trustees approved an 
initiative to launch 
four new fully-online 
degrees, new degrees in 
biblical archaeology and 
chaplaincy and created 
seven new extension 
sites during their fall 
meeting Oct. 8.

The board approved a 
plan by the NOBTS administration to petition the 
seminary’s accrediting agency for approval of the four 
additional degrees. In addition to the three online 
degrees already offered, NOBTS will seek approval 
for a fully-online master of divinity, master of arts in 
Christian education, master of arts in apologetics and 
master of missiology.

In 2012, the trustees approved three fully-online 
degrees — the master of theological studies, master 
of arts (theology) and master of arts (biblical studies). 
The master of theological studies degree was already 
approved by the seminary’s accrediting agency, 
Association of Theological School in the United 
States and Canada (ATS). The seminary petitioned 
ATS for approval for the two other degrees. The 
petition was granted and NOBTS began offering the 
three degrees in a fully-online format this spring.

NOBTS Provost Steve Lemke said the seminary 
“has long been a national leader in distance education, 
so offering these new degrees online is continuing a 
pattern of innovation and excellence for which we 
have achieved national recognition.”

Each of the degrees will be offered both in fully-
online and traditional “in-person” classroom formats. 
Most of the courses in these degree programs will 
be available online, at extension centers and on the 
main campus. Lemke said the initiative is designed 
to provide as many options as possible for students.

“The evidence shows that many students find it 
difficult to complete an entire degree online,” Lemke 
said. “The great thing that NOBTS offers the distance 
learning student is a cafeteria of options that students 
can tailor to their own needs — they can choose from 
taking courses in our extension centers all over the 
Southeast, hybrid courses that meet just a few times a 
semester, weeklong workshop courses and travel courses.

“All these degrees are offered entirely online, but 
at NOBTS students can choose to mix in some in-
person classes to interact with faculty members and 
fellow students if they prefer,” Lemke said.

The new degree programs in archaeology and 
chaplaincy approved by trustees, meanwhile, will 
combine traditional, in-person instruction and 
opportunities to gain real-world, hands-on experience.

The new 46-hour master of arts degree in biblical 
archaeology approved by trustees flows out of the 
seminary’s ongoing archaeological excavation of the 
Gezer water system in Israel. The degree is designed to 
prepare students for research in biblical archaeology 
and biblical studies. Students will have the opportunity 
to gain hands-on experience in archaeology field work 
at Gezer and subsequent dig sites in Israel. With strong 
emphasis on biblical languages, biblical backgrounds, 
history and archaeology, the degree provides the 
foundation needed for students to pursue a doctor of 
philosophy degree in a related field. The archaeological 
dig is supported by the Michael and Sara Moskau 
Institute of Archaeology and the NOBTS Center for 
Archaeological Research, which also cosponsor the 
seminary’s Bible Lands Museum.

The master of arts (biblical archaeology) degree is 
the second program at NOBTS to utilize a mutual 
partnership with a state university. In this case, the 
partnering school is Mississippi State University 
(MSU) and the MSU Cobb Institute of Archaeology. 
MSU will provide instruction for NOBTS students 
in specialized areas such as ceramic analysis and 
anthropology. MSU students will receive instruction 
in biblical languages and Semitic inscriptions from 
NOBTS faculty members.

See TRUSTEES, page 2
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Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

Prison Ministry Coming to NOLA in 
October
The Bill Glass Champions for Life prison ministry 
is coming to the area in October and is seeking 
volunteers. For more information, click HERE.

Save the Date: January YMI
Save the date: January YMI is Jan. 6-10, 2014. 
Don't miss out on this great week of training for 
those who minister to teens, work with teens, or 
just desire to see teens become more like Christ. 
Got more questions? Contact the YMI office: 
jacksonsec@nobts.edu or 504.816.8103.

West Bank Church Seeks Band
Oak Park Baptist Church, located in Algiers, is 
beginning a praise band and praise team for its 
Sunday morning worship experience. The church is 
seeking those who want to serve through sharing their 
talents in worship! If you are interested contact Pastor 
Bobby Stults at bobbystults@ymail.com. The church 
currently has a pianist, a drummer, and a bass player.

Worship Leader Opportunity for 
Recovery Ministry
The Recovery Care ministry of First Baptist New 
Orleans has a need for a worship leader for Monday 
night worship services. The worship time is at 7 
p.m. each Monday at the church’s main campus, 
5290 Canal Blvd. For more information, contact 
Shann Phillips at recoverycare@fbno.org.

Prepare/Enrich Training Set for Oct. 
26, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $100 (lunch included)
Learn essential skills for premarital and marital 
counseling for premarital or married couples, helping 
them with issues such as improving communication, 
conflict resolution, budgeting and much more. The 
Prepare Enrich program certifies you to use the Prepare 
Enrich Inventory (computerized), giving you a rapid 
assessment of strength and growth areas for any couple 
you work with in your church or from the community. 
While in seminary, receive a discounted price for the 
training (save $75), and become prepared! Register in 
the Psychology and Counseling office or online HERE.  
(Scroll down to Oct. 26 workshop led by Kathy Steele).

TRUSTEES, from page 1
“The program we have developed with Mississippi 

State in archaeology, allowing us to utilize the 
technical skills the university has — and add, for 
them, the skills we have in biblical languages and 
biblical backgrounds — is an exciting partnership,” 
NOBTS President Chuck Kelley said. “We are 
all about partnership and creating synergy; this is 
another great example of that.”

In October 2012, trustees approved the first 
partnership with a state university — a dual degree 
partnership with the University of Southern 
Mississippi which allows NOBTS students to be 
dually enrolled in a seminary degree plus, through 
USM, a master of social work (MSW) degree.

Trustees also approved an 84-86 hour chaplaincy 
specialization for the master of divinity program. 
The new specialization is designed to prepare 
students for military, hospital, industrial or police 
chaplaincy. The new specialization offers 15 hours 
of specialized training related to chaplaincy and a 
three-hour practicum component.

“The chaplaincy specialization is coming at 
a unique time in our society,” said Page Brooks, 
assistant professor of theology, ministry-based 
faculty and chaplain with the Louisiana National 
Guard 256th infantry brigade. “Chaplains are 
pastors in the secular place, whether it be in the 
military, hospital or nursing home.

“Chaplains must learn to navigate the theological, 
psychological, political, and pastoral all at the 
same time. It appears as though the balance of 
maintaining a ministry presence in the secular 
places will only get more tenuous as time goes on,” 
Brooks continued. “This specialization will train a 
new generation of chaplains to be the most effective 
they can be wherever God places them.”

Lemke said chaplains often are called to minister 
in the midst of crisis. The specialization will address 
this and other factors unique to chaplain ministry.

“As a former chaplain in four hospitals and a 
member of the medical ethics committee of two 
other hospitals, I have seen how hospital chaplains 
make a difference in the lives of the patients and 

their families,” Lemke said. “Chaplains have 
opportunities to minister to people in crisis even 
more than local church pastors have. This M.Div. 
specialization provides focused training for those 
who feel called into this crucial ministry.”

The board approved three extension centers 
in Alabama and four certificate teaching sites in 
Georgia and Louisiana. Heritage Bible College 
in Huntsville, Ala., was approved as a graduate 
extension center. Forest Lake Baptist Church in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., and First Baptist Church in 
Rainsville, Ala., were approved as undergraduate 
and graduate centers. Approved to offer 
undergraduate certificate courses were Central 
Baptist Church in Douglasville, Ga.; the Monroe 
Extension Center at North Monroe Baptist Church 
in Monroe, La.; Treasure Coast Baptist Association 
in Fort Pierce, Fla.; and Hebron Baptist Church 
in Dacula, Ga. And trustees approved First Baptist 
Church in Rainsville, Ga., as a graduate certificate 
center.

In other curriculum-related actions, trustees 
approved a new graduate certificate in family 
ministry and a new internship specialization 
option for Christian education students. The 
new internship specialization is designed to allow 
extension center students in the master of divinity 
and master of arts in Christian education programs 
course credit and hands-on experience in a local 
church setting.

The board also voted to change the seminary’s 
policy regarding credit card transaction fees on 
student tuition payments. Several years back, when 
the seminary began allowing credit card payments 
for tuition, NOBTS did not pass along the credit 
card transaction fees to the students. With an 
increased number of students opting to pay for 
tuition with credit cards, the total transaction 
fee amount has risen sharply. Trustees voted to 
discontinue paying the transaction fees. Credit 
cards may still be used for tuition payments, but 
students will be required the pay the transaction 
fees associated with credit card use.

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an interview.  
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume in your correspondence.

SWAP Shop Hours
Hours of Operation for the Swap Shop
• Monday—2 to 6 p.m.
• Tuesday—5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
• Wednesday—3 to 5 p.m.
• Thursday—3 to 5 p.m.
• Friday—5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Come to the back of Campus and enjoy free 
shopping for students, staff and faculty. This is a 
volunteer-based ministry. We are always looking 
for volunteers who can open the shop or help the 
ones opening. On Thursdays we give away free 
bread. Check out the Swap Shop on Facebook 
HERE. For more information, call Rhonda Smith, 
504-481-3656.

Nov. 2 Disaster Relief Training
Be trained and ready to aid when there is a need. A 
Baptist Association of New Orleans Disaster Relief 
training event will be held at FBC Westwego Sat., 
Nov. 2, 8 a.m. to noon. Participants will receive DR 
certification; cost is $20. Register at http://joinnoba.
com/event/disaster-relief-training/.
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

For some, orange is 
the color of October. 
But the Breast Cancer 
Awareness people 
have us seeing pink 
here, there, and 
everywhere! So let’s 
join the party on 
Thursday, October 
24, and PINK IT UP! 
Throw on a pink tee 
or pink jeans or pink 
hair bow or whatever 

pink thing you’ve got, and help spread the word.
To some on the NOBTS campus, breast cancer 

awareness takes a personal turn. One student 
shared a prayer request recently for her aunt who 
was diagnosed with Stage 4 breast cancer. At least 
one staff woman and one administrative council 
wife are celebrating remission from the disease. 
One alum’s wife, hailing from Fayetteville, GA, is 
a two-time survivor and another’s mother-in-law 
is six-months post-surgery and finishing up her 
chemo treatments.

However, not all women with the disease have 
this outcome. One such gal was Kim Wilson, a 
2000 graduate of NOBTS. Kim was diagnosed 
with breast cancer at the age of 35 while serving 
with the IMB in Southeast Asia. She returned 
home and spent the next two-and-a-half years 
going through treatment and recovery, including 
a double mastectomy, multiple rounds of chemo 
and radiation, and breast reconstruction surgery. 
Kim returned to Southeast Asia in the spring of 

Pink it up.
2005 but was diagnosed with a brain tumor just a 
few months later, and returned again to the states 
for treatment.

In March 2008, Kim returned to the NOBTS 
campus one last time. During her visit, she was 
able to share her story in classes as well as a special 
gathering of campus women in Carey Hall. Her 
signature testimony revealed her solid and sold-
out trust in God: “My Lord is the greatest. He 
has remained my rock through all of this and will 
continue to strengthen and guide me through all of 
this. We all are praying for complete healing.”

Her good friend (and NOBTS media director) 
Vanee Daure believes Kim got her complete healing 
when she went home to be with the Lord on May 
20, 2008. Several years ago, Vanee started the Kim 
Wilson Scholarship Fund in memory of her friend 
to help women who were coming to NOBTS to 
study missions. In hopes of raising more funds 
for this missions scholarship, we will be accepting 
donations through the month of October in the 
Dean of Students office but especially on October 
24, PINK IT UP DAY. Stop by between classes and 
show your support. Those giving $1 or more will 
receive a pink Breast Cancer Awareness bracelet 
with your choice of the words FAITH, HOPE, 
STRENGTH, or SURVIVOR. Thanks for helping 
to keep Kim’s mission fresh and growing!

Judi Jackson

Check out the upcoming 
events & classes for NOBTS 
Women’s organizations // 
Find more online HERE

Dr. Judi Jackson
[associate dean of students, 
coordinator of women’s 
programs]

Have you found us online?
Check out NOBTS SWF (Student Wives Fellowship) 
and NOBTS QUEST. Also follow our blogs at 
courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com.

Spring 2014 Financial Aid Update
The Spring 2014 Current Student Scholarship 
application closed Monday, Sept. 30. After Sept. 
30, the applications for the NOBTS African-
American Scholarship and the NOBTS Bi-
Vocational/Small Church Staff Scholarship will 
remain open through Nov. 1. If you qualify for 
these scholarships, please apply soon HERE. All 
applicants for the Spring 2014 Current Student 
Scholarship will receive a confirmation email in 
early October and award notifications should be 
sent out the first week of December.

NOBTS Holiday Market is Coming 
Soon!
This annual family event (formerly known as the 
Campus Craft Fair) will be held Monday, November 
11 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the Hardin Student Center. It 
is a wonderful opportunity to buy and sell hand-crafted 
items and quality merchandise from popular vendors. 
If you’ve got a product to sell, contact the Dean of 
Students office for seller guidelines and registration 
form (only $10 per table with NOBTS student ID!). 
The Student Wives Fellowship sponsors the Chick-
Fil-A dinner & cupcake sales as a fundraiser. Contact 
Taran Holland (hollandhouse08@gmail.com) if you 
can help with this.

New Ministry Wife Class Starts 
October 22
On Tuesday, October 22, we will begin our Term 
II Ministry Wife Certificate course Personal 
Stewardship to be taught by soon-to-be Dr. Emily 
Dean. All wives of current students are invited to 
take this course free of charge; other ministry 
wives are invited as well and will be charged 
tuition and applicable fees. If this is your first 
Ministry Wife Certificate class on campus, you 
will need to submit immunization records as soon 
as possible. Please contact the Campus Clinic for 
more information on this.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com/p/jobs.html
https://www.facebook.com/NOBTS
https://twitter.com/#!/NOBTS_Live
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/101704197809573329794/101704197809573329794/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programs/2/
https://www.facebook.com/nobts.swf.3?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145062502185694/
http://www.courtneyveasey.com
http://www.judijackson.blogspot.com
http://www.nobts.edu/FinancialAid/Current%20Students.html


[Page 4]

This weekend thousands of men and women will not be attending 
religious services at home with their families.

Instead they have chosen to work to defend the United States of America 
and all its rights, including our religious freedoms.

The Air Force Reserve is in great need of Chaplains and Chaplain Candidates 
who will ensure that these very men and women receive that right.

Benefi ts include:
• Quality leadership training at no cost to your faith group

• Serving a diverse community
• Low-cost health, dental and life insurance

800-257-1212 • AFReserve.com/Chaplain 

Providing Religious Ministry to Those Who Serve

http://afreserve.com/chaplain

