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No Chapel will be held Oct. 10,
15 or 17 due to Fall Break.
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Stay Connected

Don’t Miss

NOBTS Chapel Online
Listen to past chapel services and 
hear your favorite sermons from the 
Chapel Archive anytime at http://
nobts.edu/chapel.

Lemke examines NOBTS doctrinal 
statement at Founder’s Day chapel

By Gary D. Myers
NEW ORLEANS -- 

Examining the content 
of New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s 
first doctrinal statement, 
the Articles of Religious 
Belief, NOBTS provost 
Steve Lemke drew a 
straightforward yet 
profound conclusion: 
doctrine matters. 

Speaking to the seminary 
family during the Founders’ 
Day chapel service Oct. 
1, Lemke illustrated the 
importance of doctrine 
to the school’s first faculty 
and urged the importance 
of doctrinal vigilance today. This emphasis on right 
doctrine was established at NOBTS before the first class 
was taught in 1918 with the Articles of Religious Belief, 
a document which predates the first Baptist Faith and 
Message by seven years.

The Founders’ Day at NOBTS, held each October, 
commemorates the official launch of the Baptist Bible 
Institute (BBI) in New Orleans on Oct. 1, 1918. 
Messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention 
approved the creation of the school that would become 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in 1917.

On Oct. 1, 1918 the faculty of the new school convened 
to inaugurate the first president, Byron Hoover DeMent. 
During the ceremony, DeMent and the first faculty 
signed the Articles of Religious Belief as a commitment 
to teach right doctrine.

Lemke chose to examine and explain the doctrinal 
statement during the Founders’ Day chapel service 
as a part of a year-long, school-wide emphasis of the 
seminary’s core value of doctrinal integrity during the 
2013-2014 academic year.

Lemke opened his examination of the Articles of 
Religious Belief by reading Jude 1:3-4. Lemke called 
special attention to the phrase “contend for the faith that 
was delivered to the saints once for all,” noting Jude’s 
emphasis on the importance of doctrine.

“In the early days of New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, then known as Baptist Bible Institute, there 
was an effort to be sure that we were conveying and 
communicating the ‘faith once delivered to the saints,’” 
Lemke said.

When BBI launched in 1918, the board charged 
DeMent, B.E. Gray, and I.J. Van Ness, with the task of 

developing the doctrinal statement, Lemke said. Drafts were 
written and submitted by DeMent and W.E. Denham, a 
member of the first BBI faculty. After additional work by 
DeMent, the new confessional statement was approved by 
the BBI board on Aug. 29, 1918. DeMent and the first 
faculty signed the document on Oct. 1, 1918. Since 1918, 
all 397 trustee-elected faculty members have signed the 
document, Lemke said. In 1925, the Baptist Faith and 
Message with subsequent revisions in 1963 and 2000, was 
added as a seminary doctrinal statement at NOBTS.

In his analysis of the Articles of Religious Belief, Lemke 
searched for possible sources for the document. Borrowing 
from existing confessions would have been natural. Lemke 
looked to the New Hampshire Confession and Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary’s Abstract of Principles as 
likely candidates for borrowing. However, Lemke’s search, 
which included direct comparisons with important Baptist 
confessions and Google searches of key phrases, revealed 
little evidence of borrowing.

“I think we can say with some assurance that the Articles 
of Religious Belief was a new and unique document that 
was written by the early faculty of Baptist Bible Institute,” 
Lemke said.

After discussing the history of the confession, Lemke 
reviewed and analyzed the content. The document contains 
ten articles covering issues such as the sole authority of 
Scripture, the triune God, sin and Satan, Atonement, 
Christ as Savior, conversion, the final resurrection of 
humans, and the church and its ordinances. The most 
unique article is the final one titled, “Baptist Loyal to 

Dr. Steve Lemke, NOBTS Provost, speaks during Founders’ Day chapel service Oct. 1. 
Founders’ Day each year commemorates the Oct. 1, 1918, official launch of Baptist Bible 
Institute, now called New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

See FOUNDERS, page 2

Don’t miss the New York Times article by Erik 
Eckholm on the NOBTS educational program 
at the Louisiana State Penitentiary. Click the 
photo above or visit http://t.co/QcHKMa6juC

The chapel at the Louisiana State Penitentiary at 
Angola. Photo by Angel Franco/NYT.
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Prison Ministry Coming to NOLA in 
October
The Bill Glass Champions for Life prison ministry 
is coming to the area in October and is seeking 
volunteers. For more information, click HERE.

Save the Date: January YMI
Save the date: January YMI is Jan. 6-10, 2014. 
Don't miss out on this great week of training for 
those who minister to teens, work with teens, or 
just desire to see teens become more like Christ. 
Got more questions? Contact the YMI office: 
jacksonsec@nobts.edu or 504.816.8103.

Ohio Church Planting Catalyst to be 
On-Campus Oct. 9-10
Dr. George Bannister will be available Oct. 9-10 in 
the Hardin Student Center to meet with students 
or anyone else interested in ministry in Ohio. Dr. 
Bannister, an NOBTS trustee, is Associational 
Missionary and Church Planting Catalyst with 
the Steel Valley Baptist Association in Northeast 
Ohio. He will also be available to share with 
seminary classes about church planting and church 
strengthening needs in his area of ministry. For 
more information, contact Bannister by email at 
pastorbannister@live.com.

West Bank Church Seeks Band
Oak Park Baptist Church, located in Algiers, is 
beginning a praise band and praise team for its 
Sunday morning worship experience. The church is 
seeking those who want to serve through sharing their 
talents in worship! If you are interested contact Pastor 
Bobby Stults at bobbystults@ymail.com. The church 
currently has a pianist, a drummer, and a bass player.Worship Leader Opportunity for 

Recovery Ministry
The Recovery Care ministry of First Baptist New 
Orleans has a need for a worship leader for Monday 
night worship services. The worship time is at 7 
p.m. each Monday at the church’s main campus, 
5290 Canal Blvd. For more information, contact 
Shann Phillips at recoverycare@fbno.org.

Prepare/Enrich Training Set for Oct. 
26, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $100 (lunch included)
Learn essential skills for premarital and marital 
counseling for premarital or married couples, helping 
them with issues such as improving communication, 
conflict resolution, budgeting and much more. The 
Prepare Enrich program certifies you to use the Prepare 
Enrich Inventory (computerized), giving you a rapid 
assessment of strength and growth areas for any couple 
you work with in your church or from the community. 
While in seminary, receive a discounted price for the 
training (save $75), and become prepared! Register in 
the Psychology and Counseling office or online HERE.  
(Scroll down to Oct. 26 workshop led by Kathy Steele).

Library Book Sale Set for Oct. 7-11
The library is having a book sale from Monday, 
Oct. 7, to Friday, Oct. 11. Times are Monday: 
Noon to 4 p.m.; Tuesday through Thursday, 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.; and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.

FOUNDERS, from page 1
Distinctive Baptist Doctrines.”

Lemke offered three ways to analyze the articles. The 
focus, he said, must be on what the original writers 
were addressing in their time, not the issues of present-
day Baptists. 

“There are three issues that I think were preeminent 
in their day, the first two more important,” Lemke said. 

“The first was the fundamentalist-modernist 
controversy. The second is the “Baptist distinctives” 
literature that was very popular at the time,” Lemke 
said. “And the third … the Calvinist-Arminian 
distinctions were at least in the background, I don’t 
think this was in the foreground.”

According to Lemke, some evangelicals began 
promoting a more conservative approach to 
Christianity. Two leading evangelicals, A.C. Dixon 
and R.A. Torrey, produced a 12-volume work between 
1910 and 1915 know as The Fundamentals. The 
volumes explained and articulated five “fundamental” 
beliefs of the Christian faith. These were biblical 
inspiration, authority and inerrancy; the virgin birth of 
Christ, substitutionary atonement purchased by Christ 
on the cross, the bodily resurrection of Christ, and the 
coming physical return of Christ.

“I believe that the articles affirm all five of these 
fundamentals,” Lemke said. He pointed to the articles 
on the authority of Scripture (Article I), the virgin 
birth of Jesus (Article II), substitutionary atonement 
(Articles II and IV), the bodily resurrection of Christ 
(Article II), and the physical return of Christ (Article 
II).

“The second way of analyzing the Articles is to look 
at the Baptist distinctives literature,” Lemke said. “This 
was really important in the early 1900s, as Baptists 
began trying to articulate and distinguish their beliefs 
from the beliefs of other denominations. In the Articles 
there is an immense appreciation for what we would 
call Baptist distinctives.”

He pointed to Article VIII which expresses the 
Baptist view of the church including the identification 
of baptism and the Lord’s Supper as the two ordinances 
of the church. The article also presents Baptist views of 
the mode and type of baptism: immersion of believers. 

Contrary to the Catholics around them, the BBI 
faculty affirmed the Lord’s Supper as a memorial of 
Jesus’ death and denied the actually presence of Jesus’ 
body in the bread and wine, Lemke said.

“It is Article X that is most clear out of this Baptist 
distinctive literature. It is entitled ‘Baptist Loyalty to 
Distinctive Baptist Doctrines,’” Lemke said.

With Article X, the founders of BBI affirmed 
that Baptists stand for biblical truths that cannot be 
compromised, Lemke said. Article X upholds the 
principle of cooperation with other Christian, but not 
to the point of denying clear teaching of the Bible.

“The third way of analyzing this is dealing with the 
Calvinism-Arminianism discussion and I think this 
was an issue of waning interest in 1918,” Lemke said. 
“Certainly, the Articles do seem to represent at effort to 
be somewhere in the middle ground, affirming both 
the sovereignty of God and the freedom of human 
beings.

Lemke closed the Founders’ Day chapel by drawing 
several conclusions.

“Doctrine matters,” Lemke said. “There is a reason 
that even before the first student came to Baptist Bible 
Institute, the trustees and initial faculty made it an 
issue of significance and importance to write out the 
doctrinal parameters they would teach within.”

Lemke said that NOBTS is a confessional seminary. 
Students are taught in all areas of knowledge, 
but faculty members only advocate the particular 
perspective voiced by the  Articles of Religious Belief 
and the Baptist Faith and Message.

“We are conservative evangelicals and we are Baptist 
believers,” Lemke said. “We believe in distinctive 
Baptist beliefs and doctrines. As Baptists we believe 
some things not because they are historic, but because 
we believe they are true to what the Bible says”

“We can join in that lineage that goes back to 
Jude, that we share in this common salvation with 
many others, but more than that, joining with him to 
‘contend for the faith that was delivered to the saints 
once for all.’ May God bless us as we enter into that 
sacred effort.”

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an interview.  
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume in your correspondence.

Walmart Construction Update
The construction of the new Walmart Supercenter 
near the NOBTS campus is well underway. 
The construction company has announced that 
beginning Monday, Oct. 7, pile driving will 
begin for the new building. Pile driving will last 
approximately four to five weeks and will begin 
each morning, Monday through Saturday, about 7 
a.m. The construction company has also reminded 
the Gentilly neighborhood that the building and 
parking lot is an active construction site and is off 
limits to the general public.
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

As a part 
of my nightly 
routine, I 
t y p i c a l l y 
enjoy having 
a time of 
reading before 
going to sleep. 
In recent 
nights I have 
found myself 
e n g r o s s e d 

with reading through the stories once more in 
C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia. Currently I am 
plodding through the first book of the series, The 
Magician’s Nephew. This narrative follows the 
adventures of two childhood friends, Digory and 
Polly.

Early on in the story, the two children discover 
magic rings which were created by Digory’s uncle, 
that allow the wearers of the rings to transported 
in and out of worlds other than their own. When 
the children got the courage to take their first leap 
of faith into another world, they found themselves 
in a very deserted, sort of ancient setting. Almost 
immediately upon arriving, Polly expresses her 
desire to want to return home. Digory responds 
to her by saying, “But we haven’t seen anything 
yet…now we’re here, we simply must have a look 
around.” Polly replies, “I’m sure there’s nothing 
at all interesting here.” And with a profound 
statement which changes Polly’s mind, Digory 
says, “There’s not much point in finding a magic 
ring that lets you into other worlds if you’re afraid 
to look at them when you’ve got there.”

When I encountered this scene a few nights 
ago, I couldn’t help but think about the work of 

You simply must have
a look around.

the Holy Spirit in all of our lives as God transported 
us into this “other world” of New Orleans for this 
season of life and ministry. The dialogue between 
these two characters can easily be transferred to one 
between a husband and wife, teacher and student, 
friend and mentor, etc. And in agreement with 
Digory, I thought, “What’s the point of letting the 
Spirit of God guide us into others worlds if we’re 
afraid to look at them when we get there?”

This is true for New Orleans and for any other 
adventure or place in America and beyond that 
our Lord may lead us into. Sure, this city can be 
a dangerous place, but it’s also a wonderful place. 
I hope at this time you find yourself being like 
Digory, ready to explore and discover this new 
world. But in the chance that you more resemble 
Polly as of late, being the one ready to get on the 
next bus headed back home, let me encourage you 
to spend some time getting to know this unique 
place into which you have been transported. Give 
God a decent chance at opening your heart to the 
sights, culture and people that you encounter each 
day, both out in the city and at the seminary as well.

There is no better time than the fall season 
(even more than Mardi Gras), to get to know and 
appreciate New Orleans. Right now you can find 
festivals, food, football (Who Dat?!), other sports 
and fun at every juncture. The city comes alive 
when it’s time to “Bless dem boys!” And so, just an 
encouragement and a reminder from C.S. Lewis, 
Digory, and me: “Now that you’re here, you simply 
must have a look around.”

Check out the upcoming 
events & classes for NOBTS 
Women’s organizations // 
Find more online HERE

Dr. Judi Jackson
[associate dean of students, 
coordinator of women’s 
programs]

Have you found us online?
Check out NOBTS SWF (Student Wives 
Fellowship) and NOBTS QUEST. Also follow 
our blogs at courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.
blogspot.com.

Courtney Veasey
Director of Women’s Academic Programs, 
Doctoral Student in Biblical Interpretation

Spring 2014 Financial Aid Update
The Spring 2014 Current Student Scholarship 
application closed Monday, Sept. 30. After Sept. 
30, the applications for the NOBTS African-
American Scholarship and the NOBTS Bi-
Vocational/Small Church Staff Scholarship will 
remain open through Nov. 1. If you qualify for 
these scholarships, please apply soon HERE. All 
applicants for the Spring 2014 Current Student 
Scholarship will receive a confirmation email in 
early October and award notifications should be 
sent out the first week of December.

What are you doing for Fall Break?
How about taking the course Women’s Work 
in the Local Church? This course is offered in 
workshop format (October 14–18) for two-hours 
of certificate, undergraduate, and graduate level 
credit. Taught by Dr. Rhonda Kelley and Lifeway’s 
Chris Adams, this course presents an overview of 
opportunities to minister to women in and through 
the local church. Contact Courtney Veasey at 
womensacademic@nobts.edu for the syllabus or 
more information. Pre-registration is encouraged 
for undergrad and grad students; however, students 
may register at the first class meeting.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com/p/jobs.html
https://www.facebook.com/NOBTS
https://twitter.com/#!/NOBTS_Live
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/101704197809573329794/101704197809573329794/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programs/2/
https://www.facebook.com/nobts.swf.3?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145062502185694/
http://www.courtneyveasey.com
http://www.judijackson.blogspot.com
http://www.judijackson.blogspot.com
http://www.nobts.edu/FinancialAid/Current%20Students.html
mailto:womensacademic%40nobts.edu?subject=

