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Chapel Schedule

Thursday, Feb. 27
Dr. Mike Miller

NOBTS Campus Pastor
Pastor, FBC Kenner, La.

Tuesday, March 4
No Chapel
Mardi Gras

Thursday, March 6
Dr. Mike Miller

NOBTS Campus Pastor
Pastor, FBC Kenner, La.

Tuesday, March 11
Dr. Tom Eliff

NAMB President

Upcoming Student
Ministry Opportunities

• Youth Ministry Institute conference 
on “Basic Bible Teaching for 
Youth” set for March 7. For more 
information, click HERE.

Global Missions Day at New 
Orleans Seminary is Tuesday, March 
11. For details, see Page 2 of The 
Gatekeeper or contact the Global 
Missions Center at x8124.

Page addresses SBC pressure points, 
speaks in Leavell Chapel Feb. 4

Don’t Miss15 earn degrees at La. women’s prison
See PAGE on page 4

Frank Page, speaking at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, cited “seismic pressures” within the 
Southern Baptist Convention that must be overcome for 
the advancement of the Great Commission.

Page, president of the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Executive Committee, was on the seminary campus in 
early February for a trio of appearances to engage and 
encourage students and ministers.

In a segment of the online interview series 
“Conversations,” Page spoke about the state of the SBC 
and acknowledged some challenges.

“Last year I worked real hard with Calvinist and non-
Calvinist leaders. I think some of that pressure was relieved, 

because godly men and women from both sides of that 
issue said, ‘We have got to start talking to each other and 
not at each other,’” Page said. “That’s very positive, but the 
reality is we still have pressure points.”

Page said other pressure points include issues like “How 
do we do church in the 21st century?” and “How do we 
support mission work in the 21st century?” But at the 
same time, those hard questions are encouraging, he said.

“It excites me particularly that we have some younger 
pastors who are asking the hard questions,” he said.

Page said the primary point to remember is keeping 

By Carissa Crowley

ST. GABRIEL, La.—
Leavell College at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary (NOBTS) 
celebrated the first associate 
degree graduation in its 
program at Louisiana 
Correctional Institute for 
Women (LCIW) January 14. Fifteen women received 
associate degrees in Christian ministry during the 
commencement service.

The graduation marked a significant milestone in 
the program’s development. Launched on January 12, 

2011 as a pilot, certificate 
training program, the 
LCIW program followed in 
the footsteps of three other 
successful NOBTS prison 
programs. The first three 
programs, at the Louisiana 
State Penitentiary in 
Angola, La., the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary in 

Parchman, Miss., and Philips State Prison in Buford, 
Ga., focused on training male inmates. The program at 
LCIW is the seminary’s first effort to provide training for 

See LCIW on page 4

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/announcements/seminary-announcements/
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Worship Leader Opportunity for 
Recovery Ministry
The Recovery Care ministry of First Baptist New 
Orleans has a need for a worship leader for Monday 
night worship services. The worship time is at 7 
p.m. each Monday at the church’s main campus, 
5290 Canal Blvd. For more information, contact 
Shann Phillips at recoverycare@fbno.org.

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an interview.  
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume in your correspondence.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

FBC Belle Chasse Seeks Music 
Minister
FBC Belle Chasse is looking for a Music Minister to 
lead music on Sunday morning and to work with an 
adult choir on Sunday afternoons. If you are interested, 
please submit your resume to the church, attention of 
Mrs. Barbara Fontenelle. The church’s address is 8828 
Highway 23, Belle Chasse, LA 70037.

Impact the Lives of Children: Work 
at Camp NOLA Kidz this Summer
Camp NOLA Kidz, the NOBTS Preschool 
Education Center’s summer camp, is looking for 
people who love playing with kids and teaching 
them about our Creator. Each day is filled with 
swimming, games and recreation, music, art, and 
daily bible activities. Camp is 10 weeks long, from 
May 26 to Aug. 1. Staff training is May 19-23. 
You must be at least 18 to apply. Interested in 
impacting kids this summer? Apply HERE.

FBNO Early Learning Center Seeks 
Part-Time Teachers, Assistant
First Baptist Church’s Early Learning Center currently 
has several employment opportunities. To learn more 
or to apply, contact Lydia Parker, ELC co-director, in 
person at 5290 Canal Blvd, New Orleans, by email at 
lydia.parker@fbno.org or by phone at 504.378.9000.
• PT teachers/subs: Candidates need to be available 
Tuesdays and/or Thursdays, 3:30-5:30 p.m. These are 
specific needs, but other shifts will be available.
• PT Music Teacher: Either Tuesday, Thursday or 
Friday mornings from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The 
music teacher will be responsible for planning 
lessons for ages 1 to 5 and must be able to lead 
music for large events throughout the school year.
• PT Administrative Assistant: Candidates must 
be very organized and will be handing confidential 
information on a consistent basis.

Register Now for Romans Exegesis 
Workshop with Dr. Gerald Stevens

Romans Workshop 
(March 24–28), New 
Testament Exegesis 
(English), taught by Dr. 
Gerald Stevens.

Sign up now! Study 
one of the most 
important documents 
ever written on the Christian faith. Moo and 
Osborne commentaries. Let’s talk Piper, Wright, 
the new perspective, righteousness in Romans, 
and so many other engaging and challenging 
discussions! Supercharge your sermons and Sunday 
School lessons with this theological masterpiece.

Find the course resource page and syllabus on 
the DrKoine website here: http://drkoine.com/
classes/romans/index.html.

Assignment Summary
• Pre-workshop = 
commentary reading, 
article reading, two 
streaming video lectures
• Workshop = Monday 
is commentary reviews, 
Tuesday is first sectional 
exam study guide 

answers, Wednesday is the book review, Thursday 
is second sectional exam study guide answers
• Post-workshop = Commentary questions are due 
the first Friday, final exam study guide answers are 
due on the second Friday

REGISTER TODAY! NOBTS students can 
register now through Self-Serve.

IMB Representative from Asia to be 
On Campus March 5
Glenn Carver, IMB Mission Care Missionary in Asia, 
will be speaking at a brown bag lunch in the Creole 
Room (students can go through the line in the cafeteria 
or bring their lunch) on Wednesday, March 5, at 
11:30 a.m. The lunch is open to students studying 
psychology/counseling, social work, and missions.

Footsteps of Paul Trip
NOBTS and Providence Educational Foundation will 
offer a 10-day Footsteps of Paul trip Nov. 20-29. The 
price is $2795 ($1995 for NOBTS students). Visit the 
present day site of Thessalonica, Neapolis, Philippi, 
ancient Corinth, and Athens. To register, contact J.P. 
Cox at 504.432.3617 or by email at jpcox@nobts.edu. 
For more info, click HERE.

Global Missions Day is Tuesday, 
March 11
March 11 is Global Missions Day at NOBTS. Dr. 
Tom Elliff, president of the International Mission 
Board, will speak in chapel that day. There will also 
be IMB missionaries and representatives from Baptist 
Global Response sharing in classes and available to 
meet with students at their displays in the Hardin 
Student Center. Then, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the 
HSC atrium, our guests will have a “meet and greet.” 
Come by for some refreshments and learn more 
about what God is doing around the world and about 
opportunities to serve globally.

Baptist Center Releases 2 New 
Journal Issues
The Baptist Center for Theology and Ministry at 
NOBTS has released two new issues of the Journal 
for Baptist Theology and Ministry, available free 
of charge online at BaptistCenter.net. The theme 
for this 2-part series is “Essays on the Traditional 
Statement.” Dr. Eric Hankins, author of the 
Traditional Statement, and Dr. David Allen, Dean 
of the School of Theology at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, served with the Baptist 
Center’s Dr. Adam Harwood as co-editors on this 
project.

Contributors include the following NOBTS 
professors: Dr. Steve Lemke, Dr. Mike Miller, 
Dr. Blake Newsom, Dr. Preston Nix, Dr. Rhyne 
Putman and Dr. Adam Harwood. You can view 
other issues of JBTM, papers on Baptist theology 
and ministry, rare books, and Baptist confessions 
on the Baptist Center website.

Israel Pilgrimage
Providence Educational Foundation and New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary will host an 
Israel pilgrimage Dec. 31, 2014, through Jan. 10, 
2015. Leaders will include Drs. Clay Corvin, Jim 
Parker, Jim Dukes and Bill Warren, and Rev. JP 
Cox.

Celebrate New Year’s Eve on a jet plane headed to 
Israel, the Holy Land. Destinations will include 
Beersheva, the Dead Sea, Masada, the Sea of 
Galilee, Chorazin, Sepphoris, Megiddo, Nazareth, 
the Church of the Nativity, the Temple Mount and 
Golgotha. The price is $3195 ($1995 for qualifying 
students). To register or for more details, contact 
J.P. Cox by phone at 504.432.3617 or by email at 
jpcox@nobts.edu. For a full itinerary, click HERE.

mailto:recoverycare%40fbno.org?subject=
mailto:heneghan_5%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://docs.google.com/a/nobts.edu/forms/d/1qTgookS7RRtffE9AGiCPudMSClC1o2qT3BaL9F1NZ5w/viewform
mailto:lydia.parker%40fbno.org?subject=
http://drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html
http://drkoine.com/classes/romans/index.html
mailto:jpcox%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Footsteps%20of%20Paul%20flyer.pdf
http://www.baptistcenter.net
mailto:jpcox%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobts.edu/resources/pdf/IsraelPilgrimageFlyer.pdf
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Preschool To Host Mardi Gras Parade
The Preschool will have its annual Mardi Gras parade 
Friday, March 7. We would love for staff and faculty 
to come support our kids and catch some throws. 
The parade starts at 3 p.m. on Providence Place at the 
parking lot on the south side of the preschool.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

John T. Christian Library Hours
Semester Hours
• Monday–Thursday, 7:30 a.m.–11 p.m.
• Friday, 7:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
• Sunday, CLOSED.
• Closed Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:50 
a.m. through noon for chapel

Have you found us online?
Are you a Facebook friend of NOBTS SWF (Student Wives 
Fellowship) OR a member of NOBTS QUEST? Join in to 
keep up with what’s going on! Event updates are posted 
periodically to help get the word out! Also check out our blogs 
at courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com. For an 
archive of the women’s programs blog, click HERE.

XChange:
A Leadership Conversation
On Friday, April 4 (the day before the Priscilla 
Shirer event at Franklin Ave. Baptist Church), 
Lifeway is hosting XChange, a one-day roundtable 
discussion on our campus to give women leaders 
the opportunity to exchange ideas with each 
other and gain wisdom from other leaders. It’s a 
great opportunity to dialogue with other women 
about leading and discipling women. The event 
is scheduled from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Price 
Center. Cost is $15 per person and lunch is 
included. Register online at lifeway.com/xchange.

Why Do You Believe That?
No, I’m not throwing out a random question! Why 
Do You Believe That? is the title of the book we 
are working through this semester in our weekly 
Brown Bag Book Club that meets each Monday 
at Noon in the Cafeteria Creole Room. All 
NOBTS women (students, wives, staff, faculty) 
are invited. Books may be purchased at LifeWay. 
We just got started so jump in this Monday. If 
you’ve got questions, email nobtswomen@nobts.
edu. Hope to see you Monday!

Senior Fest Set for April 11
SeniorFest is an annual one-day event at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary that’s just for senior 
adults. This year, the conference will be April 11 from 
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and will feature inspirational 
Bible teaching, insightful and educational seminars, 
and the opportunity to make new friends from 
across the region. Dr. Chuck Kelley, president of 
New Orleans Seminary, will be the featured speaker. 
For registration details and a full list of speakers and 
breakout sessions during Senior Fest, click HERE.

Scholarships with Upcoming 
Application Deadlines
For more details regarding the following scholarship 
opportunities, see The Gatekeeper online HERE or 
contact the Financial Aid Office at financialaid@
nobts.edu.

Charles B. Keesee Scholarship
This is a $1500 per year scholarship (max 3 years) for 
Professional Doctoral students from North Carolina, 
South Carolina, or Virginia. Deadline is May 1.

Sara Owen Etheridge Scholarship
Scholarship awarded annually to a Baptist woman 
who has been a resident of Georgia or attends a 
Georgia theological institute, and has completed at 
least 30 hours of seminary education. Deadline to 
apply for the next semester is March 1.

National African American Fellowship of SBC 
Church Scholarship
The National African American Fellowship (NAAF) 
of SBC Churches’ Scholarship was designed to 
assist African American students attending post-
secondary institutions. Scholarship recipients will 
be asked to participate in at least one event related to 
the Southern Baptist Convention upon acceptance 
of the award. APPLICATION DEADLINE is 
March 15. Recipients will be announced in June 
2014. Undergraduate, Graduate, and Doctoral can 
apply. Must be a member of a Southern Baptist 
church (active for at least 2 consecutive years).

http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/jobs/
https://twitter.com/#!/NOBTS_Live
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/101704197809573329794/101704197809573329794/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
https://www.facebook.com/nobts.swf.3?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145062502185694/
courtneyveasey.com
judijackson.blogspot.com
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programsarchive/
http://lifeway.com/xchange
mailto:nobtswomen%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:nobtswomen%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/seniorfest.html
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/announcements/seminary-announcements/
mailto:financialaid%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:financialaid%40nobts.edu?subject=
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PAGE, continued from page 1

God central and staying focused on the task at hand.
“The world is winning a lot of battles. If there was 

ever a time we needed each other, it’s now,” he said. 
“We need each other in the battle we face in our 
culture and in our world.”

Regarding the future of the Cooperative Program, 
the funding mechanism by which Southern Baptists 
collectively support ministry and missionaries around 
the world, Page said, “Do you believe in Acts 1:8? 
It’s the only way I know where you and your church 
can be a part of seeing Acts 1:8 accomplished fully, 
consistently and concurrently.”

Prior to the Cooperative Program, ministry leaders 
and missionaries had to raise their own support 
from individual churches. The Cooperative Program 
cuts that step in the process by pooling funds from 
individuals and churches and dispersing them to 
ministries and missionaries. Still, Page said there’s some 
room for improvement.

“There needs to be some adjustment in the 
percentages, and I will tell you that’s happening,” he 
said. “I will tell young ministers: If you want to see 
[changes] happen even more, support it from the 
inside and don’t criticize from the outside.”

Also in the interview, Page spoke about what he 
learned from God after the tragic loss of his daughter 
Melissa to suicide. Page emphasized that suffering 
comes in many shapes and sizes.

“It’s not a question of if we will suffer; it’s a question 
of when and how. And everyone does,” Page said. “I’ve 

learned that [God is] real, that He really cares. His 
grace really is sufficient.”

Page cautioned those facing the pain of losing 
someone to suicide not to blame each other and not 
to blame God. Page said he realizes that he could have 
done some things differently, but he added, “The truth 
is, I did the best I could at the time with what I knew.”

Page chronicled his family’s story in the book 
“Melissa: A Father’s Lessons from a Daughter’s 
Suicide.” He said the book can be a powerful tool for 
those considering suicide, for pastors ministering to 
those considering suicide, and for people who have lost 
loved ones to suicide.

“Conversations” is a video interview between 
NOBTS dean of chapel Blake Newsom and 
noteworthy chapel speakers who come to New Orleans 
Seminary. To view Conversations videos, click here.

Speaking in Leavell Chapel at NOBTS, Page 
preached from Revelation 2:1-7, the letter to the church 
at Ephesus. Page pointed out four keys elements of 
Jesus’ message to the church: a call, a commendation, a 
condemnation and a command.

The call, Page said, is Jesus calling the church back 
to living according to His lordship. In chapter 1, Jesus 
describes Himself as “the one who is, who was and who 
is coming” and “the Alpha and the Omega.”

“He is the Lord of the church. He is in the midst of 
the church. He’s listening to the hallway conversations 
in the seminary and in the church. He knows your 
thoughts. He’s in your midst,” Page said. “He is not 
out yonder; He is right here.”

Jesus also commends the Ephesian church for what 

the people are doing well, Page said.
“‘I know your deeds; I know your hard work,’” Page 

said. “They were commended for their patience. They 
were getting it done in the midst of a pagan city. They 
were commended for their sensitivity to evil.”

Jesus then moves to His condemnation of the 
Ephesian church: “But I have this against you, that you 
have abandoned the love you had at first.”

Page said the text does not go into detail about what 
that first love is specifically. From the greater context of 
Scripture, though, Page said he has an idea.

“Scripture tells us what our first love ought to be: 
The Great Commission. Acts 1:8,” he said. “Many 
passages tell us that the first love of the early church 
and the first love of every church ought to be a love for 
lost people.”

“We have adopted a cultural lie that no one will talk 
to you about the Lord …,” Page continued. “I do share 
Christ, but I’m telling you this: People don’t like the 
church much anymore, but they will talk to you about 
Jesus.”

Page closed with the threefold command to 
the Ephesian church: remember, repent and do. 
“Remember, therefore, from where you have fallen,” 
verse 5 says. Repent by turning from the wrong and 
turning to the right, Page said.

“And do the first works,” he said. “Let’s get back to 
what God called us to do. That call of renewing our 
first love is upon us today.”

After chapel, Page hosted a third meeting — a 
Q&A session with NOBTS students and area pastors 
to discuss ministry in the SBC and current issues.

female inmates. Nineteen LCIW inmates graduated 
with ministry certificates in 2012. Now 15 inmates are 
one step closer to receiving a fully accredited bachelor’s 
degree.

LCIW2The ceremony was held in LCIW’s chapel, 
under the watchful eye of prison guards and security 
cameras. Nestled deep in layers of fences topped with 
razor wire, the chapel stands as a symbol of hope and 
freedom, amid the harsh reminders of the situation 
these women are in.

LCIW houses almost 1,100 inmates, and as the 
state’s only women’s facility, it is home to minimum, 
medium and maximum custody offenders. According 
to Kristi Miller, director of the LCIW program, the 
average NOBTS student at LCIW is a 47-year-old 
mother serving a life sentence. Most of the women 
in the program have been in prison for more than a 
decade. In the midst of these hard realities, though, the 
program is offering a new reason to hope. The prison’s 
warden, Jim Rogers, has seen dramatic changes in these 
women.

“It is amazing to see the growth and confidence in 
these ladies,” Rogers said. “At first, they were hesitant 
to do anything we asked of them. Now they volunteer 
immediately with great confidence. That is so good for 
our system.”

In attendance to celebrate the graduation were 
NOBTS professors and staff members who worked 

LCIW, continued from page 1 to establish the program at LCIW and have offered 
Christian ministry training for the inmates. A few 
family members and friends of these graduates were 
also there to celebrate and support them on this special 
day.

In his graduation address, NOBTS President Chuck 
Kelley gave examples of women who made a great 
impact for the Kingdom of God. His list included his 
late mother, Doris Kelley, and the women mentioned 
in the genealogy of Jesus.

Kelley said that when his mother moved to 
New Orleans as a senior adult, she knew very few 
people. As she met new people, she began sending 
encouraging notes and cards. Through simple words 
of encouragement, she made a significant impact on 
her community.

“What difference can one woman make?” Kelley 
asked, “We have not taught you things to make you 
look smart, we have taught you things to give you tools 
for life and ministry. What are you going to do with the 
tools that you have? Because whatever circumstance 
you face, whatever abilities you have, whatever is a part 
of your life, we serve a God who is so great, He is able 
to make you a woman of influence and impact.”

Kelley mentioned the genealogy of Christ recorded 
in the book of Matthew. For the most part, the 
genealogy lists fathers and sons, but it also mentions 
Rahab, Bathsheeba and Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
Kelley used the passage to issue a challenge to the 
women at LCIW.

“What in the world is God going to do with you? 
How are you going to affect the other women in this 
facility?  How are you going to affect your family and 
friends on the outside as they see you, as you write to 
them?  How are you going to affect the people who 
work around you? How are you going to affect what 
happens if the day comes when you walk out of this 
place?,” Kelley asked.

“We have given you the tools, God has given you 
the calling,” Kelley said. “Now let’s see, what does God 
have in mind for one more woman?”

Rhonda Kelley, the wife of NOBTS president and 
one of the key architects of LCIW program, sees God 
at work in the prison. 

“God is truly at work in the lives of the NOBTS 
students at LCIW. Each student has demonstrated 
consistent personal and spiritual growth in the last two 
years,” she said after the service. “They are confident 
in their faith and committed to their ministries on the 
compound. God is truly redeeming them to impact 
the culture at LCIW and their families outside.”  

As program director, Kristi Miller has big plans to 
help these graduates impact LCIW by serving in the 
lock-down area of the prison. The students currently 
visit the lock-down area on a weekly basis to provide 
spiritual encouragement, but after they finish their 
bachelor’s degrees, Miller plans to launch weekly Bible 
studies and worship services led by program graduates.

With reporting by Gary D. Myers

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLuiNVWQd5yCtVzUiTDQZOCEzKeCzpsvdH

