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Chapel Schedule

Thursday, Nov. 21
Dr. Mike Miller

NOBTS Campus Pastor
Pastor, FBC Kenner, La.

Tuesday/Thursday, Nov. 26-28
No Chapel

Happy Thanksgiving!

Facebook
Twitter

GK Online
YouTube

Stay Connected

Holiday Benevolence

Moore: Promote the gospel, 
freedom at the same time

See MOORE, page 2

Forms are available downstairs 
in the Hardin Student Center 
to recommend an NOBTS 
student/student-family in need of 
assistance during the holidays. This 
recommendation doesn’t guarantee 
the student will receive aid, but we 
will work to meet as many needs 
as possible. Students, churches, or 
donors wanting to offer holiday 
benevolence for NOBTS students 
should contact the Financial Aid 
Office at 504.282.4455, ext. 3348, or 
financialaid@nobts.edu.

Every year Operation 
Christmas Child puts smiles on 
faces, bringing joy and hope to 
children in need with gift-filled 
shoe boxes lovingly packed by 
families, churches, schools and 
businesses. As each shoebox gift 
is hand-delivered to a child in 
need, it is treasured by the child 
that receives it, and is a lasting reminder that he or she is 
precious to God. Click HERE for packing tips.

Volunteers are needed to collect the shoe boxes at the 
NOBTS collection center in the Hardin Student Center 
Nov. 18-25. Anyone is welcome, even it’s only 2 hours one 
day. Volunteer shifts are 9-11 a.m., 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 1-3 
p.m. and 3-5 p.m., any day from Nov. 18 to Nov. 23, or 
2-4 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 24.

See the volunteer schedule for the days and times 
volunteers are needed. See the volunteer sign up sheet 
to give your contact information and the dates you can 
help. The goal this year for the NOBTS collection center 
is 6,000 shoe boxes.

Volunteer for Operation 
Christmas Child center

By Tom Strode/Baptist Press

NEW ORLEANS—Christians should seek to 
preach with clarity the gospel in its strangeness while 
advocating for religious freedom at the same time, 
Russell D. Moore told seminary students at his alma 
mater, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

“[T]he worst thing we can do in defending religious 

liberty is to seek and to try to 
make Christianity normal,” 
said Moore, president 
of the Southern Baptist 
Ethics & Religious Liberty 
Commission.

“We don’t seek to make 
Christianity normal. We seek 
instead to make Christianity 
clear,” he said. “We seek to 
make [clear] the question of 
crucifixion and resurrection 
from the dead and the 
freedom of the conscience” 
before God.

Moore’s remarks came 
in an Oct. 29 chapel address at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary’s Leavell Chapel, 
where he received his master of divinity degree. 
It was his first time to speak at the seminary since 
becoming the ERLC’s president in June.

The apostle Paul provides a model for how 

Russell Moore, president of the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, speaks at 
NOBTS Oct. 29. Photo by Boyd Guy

Register now for spring 
semester 2014 courses
Register Today—Pay by Jan 17th!

The process is simple, easy, and only takes a few 
minutes. Register today! Click HERE to log in now.

Are you having trouble registering? We have developed 
a demo of the registration process that might help. Click 
HERE to view screen shots with instructions on the 
steps to complete registration for 2014 Spring Terms 
in addition to a list of frequently-asked questions and 
answers regarding the registration process.

Do not have a Self-Serve account yet? If you do not 
have a SelfServe account, click HERE to view screen shots 
with instructions for creating your SelfServe account.

Forgot Your Username or Password? If you have 
forgotten your user name and password, or are having 
trouble logging in, email us at SelfServe@nobts.edu 
and we will be glad to assist!

More information for registering:
• 2013-2014 NOBTS Graduate Fee Schedule
• 2013-2014 NOBTS Undergraduate Fee Schedule
• For additional assistance, please email Selfserve@

nobts.edu
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Save the Date: January YMI
Save the date: January YMI is Jan. 6-10, 2014. Don't 
miss out on this great week of training for those who 
minister to teens, work with teens, or just desire to 
see teens become more like Christ. Contact the YMI 
office: jacksonsec@nobts.edu or 504.816.8103.

Worship Leader Opportunity for 
Recovery Ministry
The Recovery Care ministry of First Baptist New 
Orleans has a need for a worship leader for Monday 
night worship services. The worship time is at 7 
p.m. each Monday at the church’s main campus, 
5290 Canal Blvd. For more information, contact 
Shann Phillips at recoverycare@fbno.org.

MOORE, from page 1

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan at 
heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an interview.  
Please include your name, contact information, and 
resume in your correspondence.

SWAP Shop Hours
Hours of Operation for the Swap Shop
• Monday—2 to 6 p.m.
• Tuesday—5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
• Wednesday—3 to 5 p.m.
• Thursday—3 to 5 p.m.
• Friday—5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Come to the back of Campus and enjoy free 
shopping for students, staff and faculty. This is a 
volunteer-based ministry. We are always looking 
for volunteers who can open the shop or help the 
ones opening. On Thursdays we give away free 
bread. Check out the Swap Shop on Facebook 
HERE. For more information, call Rhonda Smith, 
504-481-3656.

Get ready for the next BCPP 
Seminar
Attention qualifying BCPP students. Registration for 
the upcoming New Testament BCPP seminar (Jan. 
13–17) will begin Nov. 13 and end Dec. 13. Students 
wishing to register for this seminar should see Jonathan 
Patterson in the Baptist College Partnership office 
(HSC 215) during the registration period.

Girls Ministry Hybrid Coming This 
Spring
All women students are invited to register for the 
course CEWM5377 Girls’ Enrichment Ministry 
being offered on the main campus in Spring 2014 as a 
Friday morning hybrid, meeting from 8 a.m. to Noon 
on January 31, February 14, March 21, and April 
25. The focus of this course will be on developing a 
ministry for adolescent girls, primarily in the context of 
a local church. For a copy of the syllabus, please contact 
Dr. Judi Jackson at jjackson@nobts.edu.

Dr. Jackson will be lead instructor for the course 
and will be assisted at the various class meetings by 
guest presenters Courtney Veasey, Emily Dean, and 
Dr. Amanda Denton, all who have worked in girls’ 
ministry settings.Calvary Baptist School Seeks 

Teachers for Current Academic Year
Calvary Baptist School, located right across the Crescent 
City Connection bridge on the Westbank, is looking 
for a part-time Pre-K teacher and substitute teachers. 
If you are interested, please visit mycalvaryeagles.com 
to fill out an application or call 504-367-6465 for 
questions about this position. Calvary Baptist School 
is located at 2401 General DeGaulle Dr., 70114 and is 
a ministry of Calvary Baptist Church.

pastors and other Christians are to maintain 
“the centrality of the gospel and the defense of 
religious liberty at the same time,” Moore told the 
seminarians.

Preaching from Acts 26:24-32, Moore said Paul 
both defended his religious freedom and proclaimed 
the gospel in an appearance before King Agrippa 
and the governor, Festus. The governor accused Paul 
of being insane by preaching the gospel, but Paul 
defended his message as “true and rational.” Paul 
acknowledged during the appearance, which was 
a step in his legal appeal to Caesar, he was seeking 
that day to persuade all who heard him to become 
Christians.

“Paul here understands that freedom itself is not 
enough,” Moore said. The freedom Paul sought — 
and Christians today should seek — “is a freedom 
to do something … the pushing and the pressing 
and the pleading of the gospel,” he said.

“The mission isn’t what we do after we’ve achieved 
religious liberty. The mission is what we’re doing 
while we are appealing for religious liberty,” Moore 
told the seminary audience.

“We don’t stop there,” he said. “We are instead, 
the Scripture says, ambassadors of reconciliation 
who are pleading with those around us” to be 
reconciled to God.

At a time when nominal Christianity is collapsing 
because it is no longer perceived as useful, the 
declaration of true Christianity will clash with 
culture, Moore said.

“If we settle for an ‘almost-gospel,’ if we settle 
for an ‘almost-kingdom,’ religious liberty is easy, 
because Uncle Caesar isn’t troubled by what we’re 
saying,” Moore said. “But if we stand up and clearly 
say there is another King, Jesus, and He isn’t dead 
any more, then the Pharisees and the Sadducees and 
the government will all be in an uproar together, 
and we must stand there with grace, with mercy, 

with grit, with conviction, with truthfulness, with 
kindness, and preach freedom and preach the gospel 
with liberty and Jesus for all.”

Moore told future chaplains in the audience 
they would be “on the front lines of these sorts of 
questions.” The ERLC has worked with the North 
American Mission Board, which commissions 
Southern Baptist chaplains, in the effort to defend 
the freedom of military chaplains. In August, NAMB 
issued revised guidelines making clear its chaplains 
would not participate in same-sex weddings or 
counseling sessions with same-sex couples.

Chaplains will be told to pray generic prayers, 
not ones in Jesus’ name, Moore said. The problem 
with agreeing to do so is “you have allowed the 
government to set up a generic religion that you are 
a minster of,” he said. “When it comes to prayer, the 
government does not have jurisdiction there.”

Moore told the audience, “If the state is able to 
assert its lordship over the conscience, the state has 
become a god. When Paul says to the state, ‘I am 
going to appeal all the way up the chain here; I’m 
going to speak in my own defense,’ he is recognizing 
that he is not appealing for a favor from the state.

“When you and I say to our government, ‘We 
must live freely and exercise our beliefs freely and we 
believe everybody around us ought to exercise their 
beliefs and consciences freely,’ we are not asking for 
a favor from the government as though we were a 
business looking for a bailout,” he said. “We are 
saying to the government, ‘Because no bureaucrat is 
going to be standing next to us at judgment, you do 
not have authority over the free human conscience.’”

Christians should defend religious liberty for 
people of all faiths, Moore said.

A government “that is able to run over their 
consciences will be able in the fullness of time to 
run over the conscience of those who hold to the 
gospel,” he said.

Credit Card Fee Changes
at NOBTS
Payment service fee changes took effect Nov. 15 
for seminary students at NOBTS. For all credit 
and debit card transactions online and in the 
Business Office, a service fee of 2.5 percent will 
now be assessed. A $1.75 fee will now be assessed 
for E-Checks as well. These are not new fees 
charged by credit card companies. However, in 
the past, the seminary has payed the fees. Students 
may avoid service fees by paying with  cash, check 
or money order in person, or by mailing a check 
or money order to the Business Office. For more 
information, click HERE.
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Check out upcoming 
events & classes for 
women’s organizations 
at NOBTS

Graduate Course Schedule Online
The 2013-14 Graduate Schedule for both classroom 
and online courses is now available on the NOBTS 
website. This will be a great resource in planning 
courses for the year ahead, particularly for students 
hoping to graduate in 2013-14. To view the graduate 
schedule, go online to http://www.nobts.edu/
Graduate%20Program/Graduate%20Course%20
Schedules.html.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

John T. Christian Library Literature 
Resources
Did you know that all Southern Baptist 
Convention literature is available in our 
Curriculum Lab? Come and see all of the varied 
resource materials available for each area of your 
church’s ministry and your Christian education 
classes. You may be surprised at what is available.

Profettes to treat Women Students 
to Tea & Treats
On Tuesday, November 19, the Profettes 
(fellowship of faculty wives and women faculty) 
will host a Holiday Tea for all women students in 
the Carey Hall Parlor. Imagine tables decked out 
with festive decorations and yummy food! This 
special time begins at 7 p.m. RSVPs are needed 
so we can have an accurate count for food and 
table settings. Email nobtswomen@nobts.edu or 
go by the Dean of Students office to let us know 
you can come.

Tailgate Potluck coming up for 
Student Wives & Hubbies
Whether you like football or not, you’ll definitely 
like the tailgating potluck spread expected on 
Thursday, November 21 at 7 p.m. in the Recreation 
Center! The Student Wives Fellowship is hosting 
this family event (yes, bring the kids); everyone is 
asked to bring a tailgate food item to share. The 
Saints-Falcons game will be shown on a couple of 
TVs in the Rec Center along with game tables and 
other fun stuff for the kids.

Christmas Tour of Homes
I know. You’ve barely eaten all the Halloween candy 
and here I am talking about Christmas. But it’s 
going to be here before we know it, and I need at 
least two more homes for this year’s Christmas Tour 
to be held on Monday, December 9 from 6-9 p.m. 
If you live in the Manors, Courtyard, Staff Village, 
or Lipsey Street and are interested in letting us 
come see your holiday decorations, please contact 
me ASAP so we can put you on the list.

Do you minister with teen girls?
Coming up this spring as a Friday morning hybrid 
is the three-credit-hour course CEWM5377 Girls’ 
Enrichment Ministry. The focus of this course 
will be on developing a ministry for adolescent 
girls, primarily in the context of a local church. 
For a copy of the syllabus, please contact Dr. Judi 
at jjackson@nobts.edu. Dr. Jackson will be lead 
instructor for the course and will be assisted at 
the various class meetings by guest presenters 
Courtney Veasey, Emily Dean, and Dr. Amanda 
Denton, all who have worked in girls’ ministry 
settings.

Have you found us online?
Are you a Facebook friend of NOBTS SWF (Student Wives 
Fellowship) OR a member of NOBTS QUEST? Join in 
to keep up with what’s going on! Event updates are posted 
periodically to help get the word out! Also check out our blogs 
at courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com. For an 
archive of the women’s programs blog, click HERE.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Travel to Israel and Jordan March 11-22, 2014, 
to see sights like the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, 
Gethsemane, the Sea of Galilee and Petra. Dr. Bill 
Warren, professor of New Testament at NOBTS, 
and Dr. Rex Butler, NOBTS professor of church 
history, will be hosts. The cost of the trip (flying from 
New Orleans) is $4,495. For more information or 
to reserve a spot, contact Warren at 504.816.8190 
or wwarren@nobts.edu.
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This weekend thousands of men and women will not be attending 
religious services at home with their families.

Instead they have chosen to work to defend the United States of America 
and all its rights, including our religious freedoms.

The Air Force Reserve is in great need of Chaplains and Chaplain Candidates 
who will ensure that these very men and women receive that right.

Benefi ts include:
• Quality leadership training at no cost to your faith group

• Serving a diverse community
• Low-cost health, dental and life insurance

800-257-1212 • AFReserve.com/Chaplain 

Providing Religious Ministry to Those Who Serve

http://afreserve.com/chaplain

