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Chapel Schedule

Tuesday, Sept. 24
Dr. Mike Miller

NOBTS Campus Minister
Pastor, FBC Kenner

Thursday, Sept. 26
Dr. Eric Hankins

Senior Pastor, FBC Oxford, Miss.
[Brown bag lunch to follow in River

City Cafe, more info HERE]

Mrs. Doris Kelley

Facebook
Twitter

GK Archives
YouTube

Stay Connected

NOBTS Chapel Online
Listen to past chapel services and 
hear your favorite sermons from the 
Chapel Archive anytime at http://
nobts.edu/chapel.

Fla. Baptist prof. works to create
virtual tour of the biblical world

By Gary D. Myers

ORLANDO, Fla. — Long before everyone owned 
a smartphone, before technology had literally reshaped 
modern society, Dan Warner had an idea for teaching 
biblical backgrounds — a virtual tour of the Holy Land. 
The idea was innovative, but years ahead of its time.

As associate professor of Old Testament and 
archaeology at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s Orlando Hub, and as an adjunct faculty 
member at Palm Beach Atlantic University and the 
Baptist College of Florida, Warner teaches about the 
geography and history of biblical lands on a daily 
basis. He tries to help his students “see” how the 
geography of the land influenced the biblical text. 
However, through interactive visuals rather than 
textbooks, Warner hopes to change the way people 
learn about Bible lands through a visual experience.

Warner, a Miami native and member at First 
Baptist Church in Orlando, came up with the idea 
for a virtual Bible tour more than a decade ago during 

one of his frequent 
trips to Israel. He 
knew from his 
own experience 
that seeing the 
land leads to richer 
understanding of 
the biblical text. 
However, travel 
to Israel remains 
expensive and time 
consuming. It is 
unrealistic to believe 
that most church 
members — even 

ministers and Sunday 
School teachers — 

will have the opportunity to visit the Holy Land. His 
virtual tour project, known as The Virtual Bible, is a 
way for those who cannot visit biblical places to see 
the land in a new way.

Warner launched The Virtual Bible Project in 1999 
with an esteemed partner — James Strange, a long-
time professor of archaeology at the University of South 
Florida and excavator of ancient Sepphoris. At the 
time the Internet was still in its infancy and very few 
Christian interactive materials were available. Warner 
and Strange had the opportunity to present their idea 
to a major Christian publisher shortly after they created 
the company. The meeting went well, but the publisher 
failed to see the potential and passed on the opportunity.

In spite of the setback, Warner refused to give up on 
his dream. He found a group of private investors and 
began working on the virtual reconstructions. To this day 
Warner and Strange have not taken a salary from their 
company. Instead, all of the funds they have raised and 
generated from sales have been invested in development.

-See VIRTUAL, page 2

Dan Warner, left, examines pottery shards with Tsvika Tsuk during the Gezer Water System 
excavation in 2012. Warner and Tsuk, chief archaeologist for the Israel Nature and Park Authority, 
serve as co-directors for the water system dig.

Doris Kelley, 91, leaves seminary, church legacy
By Gary D. Myers and Keith Collier

NEW ORLEANS (BP) — Doris 
Weisiger Kelley, mother of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary President 
Chuck Kelley and Dorothy Kelley 
Patterson, wife of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary President Paige 
Patterson, died Sept. 19 at her home in 
New Orleans. She was 91.

While working as a secretary at First Baptist 
Church in San Antonio, she met a young 
Baptist layman Arkansas named Charles S. 
Kelley Sr. The two married June 6, 1942, and 
enjoyed 64 years of marriage until Mr. Kelley’s 
death in 2006.

The Kelleys moved to Beaumont, Texas, in 
the 1940s where Mr. Kelley was a managing 

-See KELLEY, page 2
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Graduate Course Schedule Online
The 2013-14 Graduate Schedule for both classroom 
and online courses is now available on the NOBTS 
website. This will be a great resource in planning courses 
for the year ahead, particularly for students hoping to 
graduate in 2013-14. To view the graduate schedule, 
go online to http://www.nobts.edu/Graduate%20
Program/Graduate%20Course%20Schedules.html.

Warner and his team have completed four 
virtual reconstruction projects. A virtual tour 
of Bronze Age Megiddo was the first project 
completed. It was a natural choice because of the 
years Warner spent excavating the site. Megiddo 
was followed by reconstructions of Capernaum 
and Herod’s Jerusalem. Warner recently 
completed a detailed reconstruction of the events 
surrounding Jesus’ Passion Week. To see a preview 
of Warner’s work, visit http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Oi9NlFssWWU.

Each virtual reconstruction is time-consuming, 
taking many months to complete, but finances 
remain the biggest barrier to success for the Virtual 
Bible project. Development is expensive. Warner 
found that developing a scene was only half of the 
struggle. Getting the finished product in front of 
potential consumers is a real challenge. Advertising 
was too expensive for his company’s small budget. 
Warner knew he would have to secure a publishing 
partner. Warner recently met with the publisher 
of Logos Bible Software to present his work. The 
timing was right and Logos agreed to distribute the 
virtual reconstructions with its software packages. 
With distribution secured, Warner can focus on 
additional reconstructions.

“Our goal is to create the whole ancient 
world,” Warner said. “We’ve just barely 
scratched the surface.”

Warner is well suited for a project of this 
magnitude. The son of a Baptist pastor, Warner 
was exposed to the Bible at an early age and 
developed a love for the biblical geography 
and archaeology during his days in seminary at 
Grace Theological Seminary in Indiana. Warner 
went on to earn a Ph.D. in biblical archaeology 
from the University of Bristol (England).

Warner has participated in excavations at 
Gerar, Tell el-Far’ah South (possibly biblical 
Sharuhen) Kabri, Megiddo, and Gezer. He now 
serves as the co-director of the New Orleans 
Seminary-Israel Nature and Parks Authority 
excavation of the ancient water system at Gezer.

The Virtual Bible project is the application of 
all that Warner has learned in his biblical study, his 
travels to Israel and in his archaeological excavations.

Recent technological advances have Warner 
dreaming big about the future. Ideas that Warner 
thought were impossible a few years back are 
looking more and more possible today. He dreams 
of a day when his biblical backgrounds classes can 
meet in a room with a 180 degree screen allowing 
students to virtually step into the biblical world 
and witness recreations of biblical events. He 
believes the technology is available, and in time 
someone will figure out how to make it work.

For now, Warner continues sharing his 
passion for biblical backgrounds to students, 
church members and Virtual Bible customers.

VIRTUAL, continued from pg 1

Prison Ministry Coming to NOLA in 
October
The Bill Glass Champions for Life prison ministry 
is coming to the area in October and is seeking 
volunteers. For more information, click HERE.

Ridgecrest On the River Set for 
Sept. 28
Ridgecrest On the River, an annual church ministry 
conference at NOBTS, will be Sept. 28 from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The theme this year will be “Leading 
Your Ministry to Fulfill the Great Commission.” 
The featured speaker will be Dennis Watson, pastor 
of Celebration Church. Other conference leaders 
will include NOBTS professors, church ministers 
and state Baptist convention leaders. Cost is $15 
per person or $5 for seminary students. For more 
information, visit http://joinnoba.com/event/rotr.

partner of the Kelley-Hixson Funeral Home in 
Beaumont, and by 1965, he Kelley became the sole 
owner of what had grown into the area’s largest funeral 
firm. Mrs. Kelley served alongside her husband in the 
funeral home business for some 40 years.

The Kelleys were members of First Baptist Church 
in Beaumont for more than 50 years until they 
moved to New Orleans in 2002. Once there, Mrs. 
Kelley began serving at First Baptist Church in New 
Orleans where she was known as a “prayer warrior” 
and committed supporter of Southern Baptist mission 
work who attended Sunday school and worship every 
week until recently when her health declined.

The Kelley family remembers Mrs. Kelley as a 
dedicated mother and grandmother who wrote weekly 
cards and letters to her children and grandchildren.

“Every week, she wrote a family epistle known as 
‘the pink letter,’” NOBTS President Chuck Kelley 
said. “The highest honor was to be mentioned in the 
letter. It always included family news, life happenings, 
prayer reminders and words of wisdom.”

Her cards and letters were not only reserved for 
family, though. Mrs. Kelley frequently wrote words 
of encouragement to pastors, ministers and family 
friends and an untold number of birthday cards, 
holiday cards and greeting cards to children, adults and 
people in all walks of life whom she had encountered. 
Each Monday, Mrs. Kelley wrote nearly 40 cards to 
members of First Baptist’s senior adult Sunday School 
class who were absent the day before.

“My mom had a passionate commitment to her 
Lord, her family and her church,” Chuck Kelley said.

Dorothy Patterson remembers her mother as the 
epitome of a Proverbs 31 woman.

Anyone who crossed the path of my mother 
would agree that in her demeanor there was a unique 
sensitivity that set her apart from others,” Dorothy 
Patterson said. “She was known for tender compassions 
administered to those who passed through her life, and 
even in her senior years with its physical limitations, 
she was continually ‘losing her life’ by emptying herself 

in self-sacrificing service to others.”
Southwestern Seminary President Paige Patterson 

praised Mrs. Kelley for her Christlike demeanor and 
faithful encouragement to all.

“Mom Kelley was one of the most remarkable 
women of God that I have ever known,” Paige 
Patterson said. “Gentle, ardently practicing all the 
virtues championed by Christ, sacrificial, a woman 
of profound faith and effective prayer, Mrs. Kelley 
exemplified and rejoiced in her role as wife and 
mother. And as Solomon predicted, the whole family 
this day arises to call her blessed. Genuine nobility is 
a rare thing. And one of the few has slipped mortality 
and presented herself for an incredible reward.”

In addition to her ties to New Orleans Seminary 
and Southwestern Seminary, Kelley and her late 
husband were longtime supporters of Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Mr. Kelley served on 
Midwestern’s board of trustees for 10 years in the 1990s 
and 2000s. Midwestern honored the Kelleys with the 
Kelley Fireside Room in the seminary’s Koehn & Myers 
Center for World Evangelism. Endowed scholarships 
for women at both Southwestern Seminary and New 
Orleans Seminary were created in Doris Kelley’s honor 
in recent years.

Mrs. Kelley was born in San Antonio, Texas, on 
April 25, 1922, to Hood Daniel Weisiger and Emily 
Julia Pancoast English Weisiger. After she was orphaned 
at an early age, Mrs. Kelley was raised by her maternal 
grandparents. Growing up, Mrs. Kelley was an active 
member of First Baptist in San Antonio.

Mrs. Kelley is survived by five children, Dorothy 
Patterson, Kathy Kelley, Charlene Kelley Coe, Charles 
S. “Chuck” Kelley Jr. and Eileen Kelley Turrentine, 
eight grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that 
contributions be made in her honor to Southwestern, 
New Orleans, Midwestern or Southeastern seminaries.

A celebration service was held in Leavell Chapel at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary Sept. 21. 
A memorial service was also held at the Claybar Kelley-
Watkins Funeral Home in Beaumont, Texas, Sept. 22.

KELLEY, continued from page 1

http://www.nobts.edu/Graduate%20Program/Graduate%20Course%20Schedules.html
http://www.nobts.edu/Graduate%20Program/Graduate%20Course%20Schedules.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi9NlFssWWU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi9NlFssWWU
http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/announcements/ministry-opportunities-jobs/
http://www.joinnoba.com/event/rotr


[Page 3]

NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

While in 
town for a visit 
a few years 
ago, I was 
introduced to 
Mrs. Doris 
Kelley at a 
l u n c h e o n . 
Though I had 
lived in New 
Orleans in 
years prior and 
dearly loved 
my time there, 
at that point 

God had me serving in ministry in another part 
of the country and I had no foreseeable plans of 
returning to the Big Easy.

Little did I know that a year later I would be 
back in town for another visit, only this time to 
interview for the Ph.D. program at NOBTS and 
to begin making plans to return to this great city.

During this second visit I once again had the 
privilege of being a part of a lunch party where 
Mrs. Kelley was present. I remember slowly 
walking along side of her down a hallway and 
saying, “I don’t know if you remember me, 
Mrs. Kelley, but my name is Courtney Veasey.” 
Without hesitation she replied, “Of course I 
remember you, I have prayed for you every 
morning at 6 A.M. since the time I met you, that 
you would move back to New Orleans!” I was 
stunned. I asked, “Well, why would you pray 
that?” She said, “When I met you at that lunch I 
was impressed to pray for you every day…I think 
you are good for this city and this city is good 
for you!”

Over this past year I have spent many afternoons 
visiting with and learning from this special lady 
who held such favor and counsel with her Lord. 
And what can I say about her? Aside from being 
one of Jesus’ obvious favorites, she was an avid 
encourager through her words, her prayers, and 
her pen. Probably many of you reading this have 

A life well lived
received a hand-written card or letter from Mrs. 
Doris which she was so famous for sending at any 
and every occasion. Her sheer faithfulness and love 
for God made me sit up and pay attention to her life 
and the impact it could have on mine. In an age and 
culture that overly values and caters to youth, Mrs. 
Doris (and her partner in crime Mrs. Joyce) never 
allowed herself to become obsolete but instead lived 
in such a way that commanded a hearing and great 
respect. But may I not make too many remarks 
without just saying, that this precious woman was 
simply a delightful human being.

In this entry I have spoken in the past tense about 
Mrs. Kelley, because last week, at the age of ninety-
one, she stepped out of this earthly life and into glory 
with her Savior. There has never been any question 
around NOBTS as to who was being referenced 
when the phrase “Mom Kelley” was spoken. To 
Dr. Chuck and Dr. Rhonda, she was Mom. To her 
grandchildren, she was Mammaw. To those in her 
church and living community, she was advocate and 
friend. To those at the seminary, whether they knew 
her or not, she was prayer warrior on their behalf. 
And for me, because somehow God saw fit that I 
should know her a little more personally, she was 
and is a tremendous legacy of the faith.

Just this past Sunday evening I was speaking 
with Mom Kelley on the phone, and at the end of 
our conversation, instead of her usual “I love you,” 
she said, “Don’t forget me.” I laughed and said, 
“Of course I won’t forget you, that’s why I called!” 
She said once more, “Okay, just don’t forget me.” 
So here’s to Mom Kelley and a life well lived. May 
we not only remember her in the days and years 
to come, but also seek to live as ones so faithful to 
Christ and the gospel as she.

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
course, I have kept the faith…” -2 Tim. 4:7

Check out the upcoming 
events & classes for NOBTS 
Women’s organizations // 
Find more online HERE

Dr. Judi Jackson
[associate dean of students, 
coordinator of women’s 
programs]

Have you found us online?
Are you a Facebook friend of NOBTS SWF 
(Student Wives Fellowship) OR a member of 
NOBTS QUEST? Join in to keep up with what’s 
going on! Event updates are posted periodically to 
help get the word out! Also check out our blogs at 
courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com.

Courtney Veasey
[doctoral student in biblical interpretation // 
director of women's academic programs]
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Join the Baptist Association of 
Christian Educators
Studying to be a youth, children, college, or 
other age group minister? Working on a MACE 
or MDivCE or serving as a Christian educator in 
your church? Joining a professional organization 
will help you enter the field, network with other 
professionals, and engage in lifelong learning.

The Christian Education division is hosting 
a luncheon to meet Jerri Herring, Executive 
Director of BACE (Baptist Association of 
Christian Educators), September 26, 2013, 12 
noon in the Creole Room of the cafeteria. Bring a 
lunch or buy a lunch. Ms. Herring was part of the 
leadership team in the church growth department 
of Lifeway Christian Resources. Jerri has also 
served as executive staff and Minister of Education 
at a number of churches in the southeast. She 
has a heart for next generation educators and 
leaders. You will hear the history, purpose, and 
vision of BACE and how you can be a part of this 
outstanding organization.

Additionally, participants will determine the 
interest in forming a student led organization on 
the NOBTS campus.

All interested students are encouraged to attend. 
Questions can be directed to the Christian 
Education Office (located in the Sanders Center of 
Ministry Excellence), ext. 8105.

Prepare/Enrich Training Set for Oct. 
26, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $100 (lunch included)
Learn essential skills for premarital and marital 
counseling for premarital or married couples, helping 
them with issues such as improving communication, 
conflict resolution, budgeting and much more. The 
Prepare Enrich program certifies you to use the Prepare 
Enrich Inventory (computerized), giving you a rapid 
assessment of strength and growth areas for any couple 
you work with in your church or from the community. 
While in seminary, receive a discounted price for the 
training (save $75), and become prepared! Register 
in the Psychology and Counseling office or online 
HERE.  (Scroll down to October 26 workshop led by 
Kathy Steele).

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan 
at heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an 
interview.  Please include your name, contact 
information, and resume in your correspondence.

Save the Date: January YMI
Save the date: January YMI is Jan. 6-10, 2014. 
Don't miss out on this great week of training for 
those who minister to teens, work with teens, or 
just desire to see teens become more like Christ. 
Got more questions? Contact the YMI office: 
jacksonsec@nobts.edu or 504.816.8103.

West Bank Church Seeking Praise 
Band Team
Oak Park Baptist Church, located in Algiers, is 
beginning a praise band and praise team for its 
Sunday morning worship experience. The church is 
seeking those who want to serve through sharing their 
talents in worship! If you are interested contact Pastor 
Bobby Stults at bobbystults@ymail.com. The church 
currently has a pianist, a drummer, and a bass player.Emergency Text Messaging Service

Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service today. Choose one or all of the groups to 
receive texts related to emergency situations that 
affect our NOBTS campuses and families. Main 
New Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus 
Residents, Louisiana & Mississippi Extension 
Centers; Florida Extension Centers; and Georgia 
& Alabama Extension Centers. Go to http://www.
nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytext message.html and 
complete the quick and easy forms to register.

Ohio Church Planting Catalyst to be 
On-Campus Oct. 9-10
Dr. George Bannister will be available Oct. 9-10 in 
the Hardin Student Center to meet with students 
or anyone else interested in ministry in Ohio. Dr. 
Bannister, an NOBTS trustee, is Associational 
Missionary and Church Planting Catalyst with 
the Steel Valley Baptist Association in Northeast 
Ohio. He will also be available to share with 
seminary classes about church planting and church 
strengthening needs in his area of ministry. For 
more information, contact Bannister by email at 
pastorbannister@live.com.

Spring 2014 Scholarship 
Applications Open Sept. 1-30
Spring 2014 Current Student Scholarship 
application will be open from Sept. 1 through 
Sept. 30. Go to www.nobts.edu for the scholarship 
banner and link.

Worship Leader Opportunity for 
Recovery Ministry
The Recovery Care ministry of First Baptist New 
Orleans has a need for a worship leader for Monday 
night worship services. The worship time is at 7 
p.m. each Monday at the church’s main campus, 
5290 Canal Blvd. For more information, contact 
Shann Phillips at recoverycare@fbno.org.

Dr. Eric Hankins to speak at ‘brown 
bag’ lunch Sept. 26
The Baptist Center for 
Theology and Ministry 
will host a brown bag 
lunch Sept. 26 that 
will feature a Q&A 
session with Dr. Eric 
Hankins. Hankins, an 
NOBTS grad, is pastor 
of First Baptist Church 
in Oxford, Miss. He 
served on the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s 
Calvinism Advisory 
Committee. The lunch meeting will be in the balcony 
room of the cafeteria from 12 to 1 p.m.

Dr. Eric Hankins. Hankins

https://www.prepare-enrich.com/webapp/pe/become_facilitator/template/PEMainSiteFindAWorkshop.vm;pc=1377254431562?emb_org_id=0&emb_sch_id=0&emb_lng_code=ENGLISH
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http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
mailto:pastorbannister%40live.com?subject=
www.nobts.edu
mailto:recoverycare%40fbno.org?subject=
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NOBTS Women’s Conference
October 4-5, 2013

Kathy Litton
CONFERENCE SPEAKER

Kathy Litton lives in Mobile, Ala., 
with her husband Ed Litton, who 
is pastor of First Baptist Church 
North Mobile.  After both Kathy 
and Ed lost their former spouses 
in car accidents, God’s grace 
brought the two of them together. 
Twice a pastor’s wife, once a 
church staff member and now a 
national consultant for ministry to 
pastors’ wives with the North 
American Mission Board, Kathy 
travels extensively as a speaker 
and Bible teacher.

Conference registration: $5*
Tickets available in the Dean of Students Office

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE for children ages 6 wks-8 years old at the Preschool Center.
$2 per child, $5 max per family

Call (504) 816-8585 for reservations. Deadline: Wednesday, October 2.  

*Cost includes retreat amenities, late night snacks, & continental breakfast,
and is supported by the Leavell Lecture Endowment. 

Friday, October 4
6:30-9:30 PM

Saturday, October 5
8:30 AM-Noon

River City 
Cafeteria


