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Kelley, Stevens celebrate anniversaries

By Frank Michael McCormack

NEW ORLEANS — New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary held its annual convocation 
service Sept. 3 at the school’s Leavell Chapel. During 
the service, 12 faculty members – including NOBTS 
President Chuck Kelley – celebrated milestone 
anniversaries. In addition, eight new faculty members 
signed the seminary’s Articles of Religious Belief and 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Baptist Faith and 
Message.

Longtime faculty members were recognized for 10, 
15, 20, 25 and 30 years of teaching at the seminary. 
NOBTS President Chuck Kelley, also professor of 
evangelism at the seminary, was honored for his 30th 
year on the faculty. Professor of New Testament and 
Greek Gerald Stevens was recognized for 25 years 
teaching at New Orleans Seminary.

NOBTS Board of Trustees Chairman Tom 
Harrison, executive pastor of Broadmoor Baptist 
Church in Shreveport, La., offered a special word 
for Kelley and the other faculty members celebrating 
anniversaries.

“As part of the trustees, it’s a great pleasure to 
recognize these men and women who have served 
here so faithfully,” Harrison said. “These men and 
women have sought to do that in each of our lives 
so that we can go out and be a greater part of the 
kingdom of God.”

During his tenure at NOBTS, Kelley has served 
as professor of evangelism, chair of the division of 
pastoral ministries, director of the Leavell Center for 
Evangelism and Church Health, and now president. 
He challenged those present to remain faithful 
to God’s call, even when that call is different than 
expected.

He shared his personal road to serving on the 
faculty of New Orleans Seminary.

“I did not ever in my life imagine the role of 

seminary professor for me,” 
Kelley said. “I came to 
seminary to be an evangelist.”

Kelley said it was longtime 
professor Joe Cothen who 
first asked him to consider 
teaching.

“Now to be 30 years old 
and offered the opportunity 
to teach and be on the 
faculty of one of the largest 
seminaries in all the world 
was a great honor and a great 
privilege,” Kelley said.

Kelley said he wasn’t 
initially interested in the offer, particularly because it 
was not what he wanted to do in ministry.

But through talking with his wife, Rhonda, and 
with other mentors and counselors in his life, Kelley 
was convinced joining the NOBTS faculty was God’s 
will. Still reluctant, he hit the road for the entire 
summer speaking at youth events. He didn’t return 
until 2 a.m. the day of faculty workshops.

“That was as long as I could put it off,” he recalled. 
“I’ll never forget that moment in the classroom two 
weeks after classes began when I had the experience 
of seeing exactly why God wanted me here and the 
realization that God had been preparing me all my 
life for this.”

Kelley contrasted his call to teach and serve at the 
seminary with New Testament and Greek professor 
Gerald Stevens’ story. Unlike Kelley, who stepped 
directly into a teaching role, Stevens did not experience 
an immediate open door to being a professor. That 
delay came in spite of Stevens’ profound conviction 
that God had called him to teach at seminary.

“He prepared all of his life for that calling, learning 
Greek and the New Testament, pouring his life [into 
his studies], because he knew God wanted him to be a 
seminary professor,” Kelley said of Stevens. “And God 
opened up a wonderful opportunity for him to sell 
cars — nothing close to his calling.”

Stevens later had the opportunity to be a collegiate 
minister, closer but still not what he wanted to do 
deep down. Kelley said he remembers eating dinner 
with Stevens at a New Orleans restaurant, both 
marveling at how God would open a door for Kelley 
at the seminary and not Stevens.

But it wasn’t too long before Stevens did receive 
that call to teach. And 25 years later, he remains 
passionately committed to that calling — so much so 

-See CONVO, page 2

Dr. Gerald Stevens (left) and Dr. Chuck Kelley are celebrating 25 and 30 years on 
the NOBTS faculty, respectively.
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Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service today. Choose one or all of the groups to 
receive texts related to emergency situations that 
affect our NOBTS campuses and families. Main 
New Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus 
Residents, Louisiana & Mississippi Extension 
Centers; Florida Extension Centers; and Georgia 
& Alabama Extension Centers. Go to http://www.
nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytext message.html and 
complete the quick and easy forms to register.

Save the Date: January YMI
Save the date: January YMI is Jan. 6-10, 2014. 
Don't miss out on this great week of training for 
those who minister to teens, work with teens, or 
just desire to see teens become more like Christ. 
Got more questions? Contact the YMI office: 
jacksonsec@nobts.edu or 504.816.8103.

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan 
at heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an 
interview.  Please include your name, contact 
information, and resume in your correspondence.

Immediate Openings at Louisiana 
Baptist Children’s Home
Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home in Monroe, La., 
is seeking committed Christians for full-time paid 
positions with housing, life and medical insurance, 
annuity, paid vacation, and training. One single female 
is needed to serve as Cottage Manager for ministry to 
homeless children and their mothers. Two husband 
and wife teams are needed to serve as Cottage Parents 
for children. For more information, contact Dr. Perry 
Hancock at phancock@LBCH.org or 318.343.2244. 
www.LBCH.org.

West Bank Church Seeking Praise 
Band Team
Oak Park Baptist Church, located in Algiers, is 
beginning a praise band and praise team for its 
Sunday morning worship experience. The church 
is seeking those who want to serve through sharing 
their talents in worship! If you are interested 
contact Pastor Bobby Stults at bobbystults@
ymail.com. The church currently has a pianist, a 
drummer, and a bass player.

that Stevens still has never missed a class. Not 
for illness, traveling, emergency, professional 
conferences or ministry.

“Every class scheduled on any syllabus for any 
course at anytime has never been missed,” Stevens 
said. “[I’ve] never canceled a class for any reason.

“My call to the class is fundamental and 
inviolable,” he continued. “That call is a sacred 
duty sanctified by God and sealed in my heart. 
That call is the air I breathe.”

The NOBTS faculty recognized Stevens’ 
dedication and calling during the spring 2013 
semester by honoring him with the Marvin 
Jones Award for Classroom Excellence.

“I was greatly honored to receive this award 
and the recognition of my fellow faculty 
members,” Stevens said.

Twenty year anniversaries included Harold 
Mosley, professor of Old Testament and 
Hebrew; Thomas Strong, professor of New 
Testament and Greek; and Kenneth Taylor, 
professor of urban missions.

Professors celebrating 15 years at the seminary 
were Eddie Campbell, professor of English 
at Leavell College; John Gibson, professor of 
communication at Leavell College; Loretta Rivers, 
associate professor of social work; and Robert 
Stewart, professor of philosophy and theology.

Ten year anniversaries included Reggie Ogea, 
professor of leadership and pastoral ministry; 
Jeffrey Riley, professor of ethics; and Edward 
Steele, associate professor of music.

New faculty members included Bong Soo Choi, 
professor of New Testament and Greek; Jody 
Dean, assistant professor of Christian education; 
Adam Harwood, associate professor of theology; 
Peter Kendrick, professor of theology and culture; 
Jonggil Lee, assistant professor of expository 
preaching; Mike Miller, associate professor of 
expository preaching; Hal Stewart, associate 
professor of discipleship; and Douglas Watkins, 
associate professor of Christian education.

CONVO, continued from page 1

Prison Ministry Coming to NOLA in 
October
The Bill Glass Champions for Life prison ministry 
is coming to the area in October and is seeking 
volunteers. For more information, click HERE.

Join the Baptist Association of 
Christian Educators
Studying to be a youth, children, college, or 
other age group minister? Working on a MACE 
or MDivCE or serving as a Christian educator in 
your church? Joining a professional organization 
will help you enter the field, network with other 
professionals, and engage in lifelong learning.

The Christian Education division is hosting 
a luncheon to meet Jerri Herring, Executive 
Director of BACE (Baptist Association of 
Christian Educators), September 26, 2013, 12 
noon in the Creole Room of the cafeteria. Bring a 
lunch or buy a lunch. Ms. Herring was part of the 
leadership team in the church growth department 
of Lifeway Christian Resources. Jerri has also 
served as executive staff and Minister of Education 
at a number of churches in the southeast. She 
has a heart for next generation educators and 
leaders. You will hear the history, purpose, and 
vision of BACE and how you can be a part of this 
outstanding organization.

Additionally, participants will determine the 
interest in forming a student led organization on 
the NOBTS campus.

All interested students are encouraged to attend. 
Questions can be directed to the Christian 
Education Office (located in the Sanders Center of 
Ministry Excellence), ext. 8105.

President’s Ice Cream Social Set 
for Sept. 19
NOBTS Campus Life is sponsoring the annual 
President’s Ice Cream Social Thursday, Sept. 19. 
The event will be in the Hardin Student Center 
from 5:45 to 7 p.m. All members of the NOBTS 
family are invited to come and enjoy ice cream 
courtesy of Drs. Chuck and Rhonda Kelley. Special 
music will be provided by the NOBTS Division of 
Church Music Ministries.

Ridgecrest On the River Set for 
Sept. 28
Ridgecrest On the River, an annual church ministry 
conference at NOBTS, will be Sept. 28 from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. The theme this year will be “Leading 
Your Ministry to Fulfill the Great Commission.” 
The featured speaker will be Dennis Watson, pastor 
of Celebration Church. Other conference leaders 
will include NOBTS professors, church ministers 
and state Baptist convention leaders. Cost is $15 
per person or $5 for seminary students. For more 
information, visit http://joinnoba.com/event/rotr.

Prepare/Enrich Training Set for Oct. 
26, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $100 (lunch included)
Learn essential skills for premarital and marital 
counseling for premarital or married couples, helping 
them with issues such as improving communication, 
conflict resolution, budgeting and much more. The 
Prepare Enrich program certifies you to use the Prepare 
Enrich Inventory (computerized), giving you a rapid 
assessment of strength and growth areas for any couple 
you work with in your church or from the community. 
While in seminary, receive a discounted price for the 
training (save $75), and become prepared! Register 
in the Psychology and Counseling office or online 
HERE.  (Scroll down to October 26 workshop led by 
Kathy Steele).

http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
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mailto:bobbystults%40ymail.com?subject=
http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/announcements/ministry-opportunities-jobs/
http://www.joinnoba.com/event/rotr
https://www.prepare-enrich.com/webapp/pe/become_facilitator/template/PEMainSiteFindAWorkshop.vm;pc=1377254431562?emb_org_id=0&emb_sch_id=0&emb_lng_code=ENGLISH
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NOBTS WOMEN

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

I taught Sunday on 
the first part of James 
2. So, like a good Bible 
study teacher, I started 
preparing at the 
beginning of the week. 
As I read the first 
verse, I knew I was 
in for a challenging 
week. “…Don’t show 
favoritism.” Not, “try 

your best to treat everyone the same.” Or even, “I 
know some people are different and annoying but 
give it a shot.” Nope, James just jumps right out and 
says it: “Hey, Christian, stop playing favorites.”

I had several in-my-face opportunities to practice 
what I was going to preach during the course of the 
week. I did well on some tests; okay on others. More 
than anything I was reminded at how exclusive even 
we as believers can be. Ouch! Basically, the summary 
of the lesson was/is ‘don’t play favorites with God’s 
love. He doesn’t, and we shouldn’t either.’

One of the gals who attended the Bible Study 
continued to process the passage as she did her quiet 
time the next day. She started with this passage:

So when the Samaritans came to him, 
they asked him to stay with them, and 
he stayed there two days. – John 4:40

These are her reflections:

“I read this passage this morning through the 
filter of yesterday’s lesson. Obviously associating with 
Samaritans (let alone staying as their guests for two 
whole days) would have been damaging to Jesus’ 
reputation in many ways, but he did it. I can imagine 
that the disciples were extremely hesitant – maybe 
even grumbling because of Jesus’ desire to truly 
invest in these people. After all, He’d done His duty 
(according to the way my mind works, anyway). He’d 
spoken to the woman at the well. Most Jews wouldn’t 
have done that. If I’d been in Jesus’ shoes, I’d have 
walked away feeling pretty proud of myself. He’d 
shared the Truth with her, and she’d gone in to town 
telling people she thought she’d found the Messiah. 

Don’t play favorites
with God’s love.

He could have been done there, and two thousand years 
later, we’d still be talking about what a good guy Jesus 
was.

“But He didn’t stop there. He stayed with the 
Samaritans for two days. This blows my mind and 
challenges me to look at the James passage in a whole 
new light. I’m not supposed to tolerate people I find 
difficult. I’m supposed to LOVE them and spend time 
investing in them. Forget feeling good about myself 
for smiling and having a thirty second conversation 
with them about how their day is going. I’m supposed 
to invest in them. Ouch. But the next two verses in 
the passage cast a new light on things and make me 
understand why it’s all worth it.

And many more believed because of his 
word. They said to the woman, “It is no 
longer because of what you said that we 
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, 
and we know that this is indeed the 
Savior of the world.” – John 4:41-42

“Because Jesus spent the two days in Samaria, ‘many 
more believed.’ They moved beyond faith because of 
what someone else told them and into a belief based on 
experience with the Savior. This is my prayer for people 
with whom I come in contact. Rather than having a 
brief encounter with me and thinking, “What a nice 
girl,” I want people to see Jesus and be challenged to 
have their own real encounter with Him. This doesn’t 
happen when I deem to speak to someone whom I find 
annoying. This happens when I invest in people and 
share life with them.”

This made me smile on so many levels: 1) someone 
actually thought about the study after it was over; 2) 
someone found a connection in another part of the 
Word; and 3) God takes our feeble efforts and multiplies 
them as He sees fit!

Who do you need to be a little nicer to today? And 
who do you need to invest in? If you fast forward to 
the end of the ‘favoritism’ passage, you see this amazing 
promise: “Mercy triumphs over judgment.” So dish out 
some mercy today; it wins!

Check out the upcoming 
events & classes for NOBTS 
Women’s organizations // 
Find more online HERE

Dr. Judi Jackson
[associate dean of students, 
coordinator of women’s 
programs]

IMB Missionaries to be on campus 
Sept. 17-18
IMB missionaries and associate candidate 
consultants Don and Pam Lynch will be available 
in the Hardin Student Center on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Sept. 17-18, to talk about the myriad 
of opportunities to serve short-term or long-term 
overseas and to meet with anyone who may have 
any questions. Call them at 615.854.9188 if you 
would like to meet with them individually.

Dr. Eric Hankins to speak at ‘brown 
bag’ lunch Sept. 26
The Baptist Center for Theology & Ministry will 
host a brown bag lunch Sept. 26 that will feature a 
Q&A session with Dr. Eric Hankins, chapel speaker 
for that day. Hankins, an NOBTS grad, is pastor 
of First Baptist Church in Oxford, Miss. He served 
on the Southern Baptist Convention’s Calvinism 
Advisory Committee and was primary author of the 
2012 document titled “A Statement of the Traditional 
Southern Baptist Understanding of God’s Plan of 
Salvation.”

Scholarship Applications for Spring 
’14 Open Sept. 1-30
Spring 2014 Current Student Scholarship application 
will be open from Sept. 1 through Sept. 30. Go to 
www.nobts.edu for the scholarship banner and link.

Have you found us online?
Are you a Facebook friend of NOBTS SWF 
(Student Wives Fellowship) OR a member of 
NOBTS QUEST? Join in to keep up with what’s 
going on! Event updates are posted periodically to 
help get the word out! Also check out our blogs at 
courtneyveasey.com and judijackson.blogspot.com.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com/p/jobs.html
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programs/2/
www.nobts.edu
https://www.facebook.com/nobts.swf.3?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145062502185694/
http://www.courtneyveasey.com
http://www.judijackson.blogspot.com
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Our fall academic workshops on the main New 
Orleans campus are now open for registration. The 
dates, classes, and teachers are listed below.

You may register online through SelfServe. Please 
make sure to select the appropriate workshop term 
for step 3 of the online registration process. Please 
note that some courses do not go the entire week, 
and thus you may be able to take two courses 
during the week.

Currently available syllabi for the graduate 
courses are linked on their titles below. Others 
will be posted on the Graduate Workshops Web 
page as they are received. Note the money-saving 
early bird housing and meal plan offered below for 
students coming to the New Orleans campus.

Below is the list of courses and teachers at each 
location. Please note that some courses do not go 
the entire week.

Fall Academic Workshops
Undergraduate Courses
October 14-18
WMCM1215 Women’s Work in the Local Church 
(Rhonda Kelley and Chris Adams)

Graduate Courses
October 10-12 
Register by September 17
CEYH6355 Exploring a Biblical Worldview
(Clyde Hall)
——————————
October 14-18 in New Orleans
Register By September 14
CEWM5260 Women’s Work in the Local Church
(Rhonda Kelley with Chris Adams)

CEEF6301 Philosophical Foundations
(Rick Yount)

CEEF6205 Curriculum Design
(David Bond)

CEAD6358 Ministry with Older Adults
(Hal Stewart)

CEAM6320 Church Leadership and Administration 
(Jonathan Russell and Ricky Cummings)

CECH6230 Children’s Ministry Theory and 
Practice (Donna Peavey and Paula Stringer)

MISS5331 New Orleans Disaster Relief Training 
and Experience (Ken Taylor and Loretta Rivers)

PREA6213/6313 Contemporary Bible Exposition
(Mike Miller)

Enroll now for Fall Break Workshops at NOBTS
BSHM5310 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics
(Gerald Stevens and Archie England)

Housing and Meal Discount 
Package

A special Workshops Housing and Meal Package 
is being offered to help save money for students 
who stay at a dormitory. You can get lodging plus 
four breakfasts and three lunches in the cafeteria 
(breakfast on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday plus lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday) on a first-come, first-served basis.

The special Workshop Housing and Meal 
Package is available for $95 per person in the 
dormitories. This package is over a 20 percent 
discount to help hold down your costs.

All dormitory occupancy is based on double or 
triple occupancy, and you need to bring your own 
bath towel, pillow, blanket, and sheets.

Availability for this offer is limited due to space 
restrictions. You cannot purchase this package the 
first day of class. Pre-register for the Workshops 
Housing and Meal Package by emailing Providence 
Guest House at phdirector@nobts.edu. The charge 
for the Workshop Housing and Meal Package will 
be put on your student account. Those whose 
names are on the list of pre-registered guests 
should check in at the Providence Guest House, 
and the meal ticket and room key will be given to 
you at that time.

Housing Only
If you want to stay in a dorm room, but do not 

want a meal package the price is $64. Schedule 
your room reservation with Providence Guest 
House at phdirector@nobts.edu.

Meals Ticket Only
If you’re staying at Providence Guest House 

or somewhere else and are just interested in the 
four-breakfast and three-lunch meal ticket, it can 
be purchased for $31 through Providence Guest 
House at phdirector@nobts.edu.

Other Fall Workshops
If you have other plans for Fall Break, maybe 

one of these workshops will be of interest:

October 2-4 in Atlanta
Register by September 2
DISC5399 — Special Event: Catalyst Conference 
(Angie Bauman)

Please note: In addition to NOBTS tuition, 
the student is required to pay the $209 Catalyst 
Conference fee for the labs and conference sessions. 
The NOBTS student account will be assessed this 
fee ($209) with no exceptions allowed. Tickets 
are purchased as a group by NOBTS and will be 
distributed to each student at the conference on 
October 2.

November 14-16
Register by October 21
CEYH6357 Leadership Development in Youth 
Ministry (main campus) (Clyde Hall)

United Worship Conference
The 2013 NOLA United Worship Conference, 
sponsored by NOBTS, is set for Sept. 14. Register 
now for a day of worship focused on worship 
band leadership, instrument training, theological 
training in worship, and discipleship and worship 
equipping. The featured guest will be Paul Clark 
from the TN Baptist Convention. Cost is $25 
and includes lunch. The event is from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Register and pay online HERE.

Thanks for Dr. Rex Butler 
for sending The Gatekeeper 
staff this photo of a rainbow 
extending over the NOBTS 
campus in late August. If you 
capture life at NOBTS in a 
photo, send it to pr@nobts.
edu. We’d love to share it on the 
seminary’s social media.

#pictureNOBTS

http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEWM5260KelleyAdamsOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEEF6301YountOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEEF6205BondOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEAM6320RussellCummingsOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CECH6230StringerPeaveyF2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CECH6230StringerPeaveyF2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/MISS5331TaylorRiversOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/MISS5331TaylorRiversOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/BSHM5310StevensEnglandOct2013.pdf
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/DISC5399BaumanF2013.pdf
https://docs.google.com/a/nobts.edu/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHVqVy15VFZBODBBM3JiQnJhYXVscmc6MA#gid=0
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=


[Page 5]

Join us to engage in a pivotal discussion about making ethical decisions in the 
medical setting near the end of life through the lens of real world scenarios.

•	 Learn	about	national	and	state	issues,	such	as	assisted	suicide	and	euthanasia.	

•	 Delve	into	issues	facing	families,	including	decisions	on	nutrition	and	hydration.

•	 Understand	how	these	issues	can	impact	you	and	your	family.

•	 Pastors	and	Leaders:	Receive	simple	resources	to	educate	your	community.

For More Information:

www.ProLifeLouisiana.org/MedicalEthics	

Contact	Ryan	Verret	of	Louisiana	Right	to	Life	at	
504.835.6520	or	rverret@prolifelouisiana.org

Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Decides:
Panel Discussion on Medical Ethics in the Real World 

Tuesday, September 17  |  7:00 - 8:30 PM
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (NOBTS) (3939 Gentilly Blvd NOLA 70126)

Free and Open to Public, Including Pastors, Physicians, and Students

Panelists:	
Burke	Balch,	JD	(National	Right	to	Life) Very	Rev.	José	Lavastida,	S.T.D.	(Archdiocese	of	New	Orleans)

Steve	Lemke,	Ph.D	(Provost,	NOBTS) Mari	Wirfs,	RN,	PhD,	BCFNP	(Southern	Univ.	BR)
Jeff	White,	MD,	FACC,	FCCP	(Cardiologist	and	Hospital	System	Ethics	Director)


