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Chapel Archive anytime at http://
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Kelley calls students to embrace the cross

Egypt, Coptic Christians & Turmoil

-See EGYPT, page 2

Fall Workshop Registration
Register for Fall workshops at 
NOBTS. For more information, see 
page 4 or click HERE.

Dr. Mike Edens

By Mike Edens, Courtesy of Baptist Press

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Mike Edens is 
professor of theology and Islamic studies at 
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
and an emeritus missionary who served 25 
years in the Middle East with Southern 
Baptists' International Mission Board.]

 
NEW ORLEANS (BP) -- The 

news from the banks of the Nile River 
has left many without hope of ever 
understanding from the outside what has 

happened over the past several months in 
Egypt, especially in recent weeks. We live 
in a small world deeply affected by other 
places which operate within different 
cultures. This is true of Egypt. What is 
important there differs from here. Let’s 
look at various aspects of this reality.

Egyptians expect a stable strong ruler. 
However, the decades of dictatorship 
under Hosni Mubarak made them wary 
of that style of leadership. After deposing 

By Gary D. Myers

NEW ORLEANS — New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary President Chuck Kelley urged 
the seminary family to embrace the cross not only as a 
means of salvation, but as a way of life. Embracing the 
cross as a way of life, he said, is the only way to see the 
gospel spread.

Speaking to a large crowd of students during the first 
chapel service of the new semester, Kelley assured the 
crowd that a life of following Christ will not be easy. 
Kelley called on the audience to submit to God’s call and 
go wherever He leads.

“It was the cross that bought our souls and gave us an 
opportunity and gave us salvation and gave us all that 
we have in Jesus,” Kelley said. “But it wasn’t just in our 
salvation. Throughout all of our history of the church, 
the cross has been necessary for the expansion of faith.”

The story of how the gospel spread illustrates the 
power of the cross to overcome obstacles, Kelley said. 
Expansion of the kingdom came with great personal 
costs to those who shared God’s Word. Kelley used 2 
Cor. 11, a brief summary of the challenges Paul faced, 
to illustrate this point.

“How did gospel get from the streets of Jerusalem to 
you?” Kelley asked. “The people of God embraced the 
cross and they did whatever God wanted them to do at 
whatever the cost so that the gospel could get all the way 
across the pond and into your heart.”

Kelley said people today may be tempted to read 2 
Cor. 11 and dwell on how difficult it was to follow Jesus 
in the ancient world. But he insisted, it is not be any 
easier to follow Christ today. Sharing the gospel will 
entail great personal costs just as it did in Paul’s life.

“The cross that God calls you to embrace will feel 
every bit as much a cross as the ministry of Paul felt to 
him,” Kelley said. “We are trained to think that being 

safe and having more than enough and living life without 
many obstacles is just the way life is. Not for those who 
follow Jesus. The cross is still necessary for the gospel to 
get from life to life.”

Kelley said the cities in the United States and 
throughout the world major battlefields for the Christian 
faith. Cities have been a challenge for Southern Baptists 
whose roots lay in the small towns and rural areas of 
America. Kelley added that the world tells people to pick 
a place to live based on whether or not it is a great place 
to raise a family. But the believer must consider the call 
of Christ and the demands of the gospel.

“Cities are a pearl of great price that we can offer to 
Jesus. It will cost us to reach the cities of our nation,” 
he said. “[Cities] are not the best place to live and raise 
a family if you want a life without threat, intimidating 
circumstances and difficult experiences.”

Kelley pointed to Acts 20:17-32 to illustrate that 
God’s sovereignty calls for obedience from His people. 
In the passage, Paul was planning his return to Jerusalem 
even though he knew the trip would bring hardships into 
his life. He was determine to finish the course God had 

-See CHAPEL, page 2

Dr. Chuck Kelley, NOBTS President
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EGYPT, continued from page 1

Immediate Openings at Louisiana 
Baptist Children’s Home
Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home in Monroe, La., 
is seeking committed Christians for full-time paid 
positions with housing, life and medical insurance, 
annuity, paid vacation, and training. One single female 
is needed to serve as Cottage Manager for ministry to 
homeless children and their mothers. Two husband 
and wife teams are needed to serve as Cottage Parents 
for children. For more information, contact Dr. Perry 
Hancock at phancock@LBCH.org or 318.343.2244. 
www.LBCH.org.

the dictator, Egyptians elected Mohamed Morsi by 
a slim majority, and he soon began to install men in 
governing functions whose only qualification was 
their Muslim Brotherhood party membership. The 
economy and other vital parts of Egyptian life began 
to deteriorate in his first year of office.

As an elected president Morsi began to gather to 
himself unrestricted power. He hurriedly formed a 
constitutional revision committee devoid of non-
Islamist input and drafted a pro-Islamic constitution. 
He then recanted on his promise to hold elections 
after the constitution was approved by the Egyptian 
Parliament’s upper house. Freedom of expression 
was suppressed. Non-governmental organizations 
monitoring civil liberties and human rights were 
harassed and employees arrested. Leaders of state-run 
media and news outlets were replaced. All of this led 
Egyptians to see that the president was not a stable 
and strong ruler but just another dictator like his 
predecessor Mubarak. After one year Morsi’s actions, 
administration and words were destabilizing the 
country and its economy and threatening the future 
of Egypt.

By June 30 a large swath of Egyptians -- Muslims 
and Christians -- were committed to remaining in 
the streets and squares of Egypt until Morsi resigned 
as president. There was a general sigh of relief when 
the military began to act to remove the president 
from office. However, within days of his removal, 
those Muslims who had held hopes for Morsi to 
establish their view of Islam and government began 
to demonstrate for his reinstatement. Members of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, a group which had been denied 
political involvement through their 80-year history, 
began to demonstrate for legitimacy. In their various 
ways, all the elements -- the huge mass rallies before 
June 30, the army and its leadership, and the Muslim 
Brotherhood -- are seeking stability. It is valued as 
much as life itself.

On July 3, the military deposed the elected 
president and established a transitional government. 
Since that time the nation has moved into open, 
armed and violent confrontation between two forces: 
the Egyptian security forces (army, police and State 
Security office) and the National Coalition to Support 
Legitimacy (Muslim Brotherhood and several extreme 
fundamentalist salafist organizations) in cities and 
villages across Egypt.

A mark of the Muslim Brotherhood’s sponsored 
violence since that time has been the increase in attacks 
on Coptic Christians and their institutions and on 
other Christian minorities. In the preceding months, 
all Egyptians including Christians suffered the pain of 
political and social turmoil. But during August, the 
number of churches, monasteries, Christian schools 
and orphanages damaged and Christians injured 
has dramatically increased. In Muslim countries 
many churches are identified as “religious societies” 
because of prohibitions for registering new buildings 
as “churches.” This is a reason for the vastly different 

numbers (from 33 to more than 90) in reports of 
damaged or destroyed churches. Many Christian 
families have been intimidated, terrorized or have 
suffered the death or injury of family members in 
recent weeks in some form of retaliation for current 
events. During times of social upheaval, minorities are 
frequently marked as scapegoats -- and Christians are 
the clear minority here.

Lastly, Arabs are more tribal whereas Americans are 
more individualistic in our orientation. This leads to a 
more pronounced “other” to fear and hate. However, 
Egyptian Arabs and Copts are united by the river Nile 
basin. A fertile valley bisecting a vast and harsh desert 
has drawn the peoples into a strong national identity 
which transcends tribal interests in many ways. This 
makes the Arab/Coptic and Egyptian Muslim/
Egyptian Christian relationships complex.

All three of these factors help us understand the 
current situation. Whether an Egyptian is the deposed 
president or a victim of sniper fire while seeking 
to peacefully demonstrate for or against him, that 
person is more than the individual. They are corporate 
representatives of the religious community, the broader 
clan and the Egyptian identity.

The situation remains unclear, with deep grievances 
tearing through the Egyptian population. In such 
situations Christians and other minor segments of the 
Egyptian population will suffer more than the Sunni 
Muslim majority. In this reality, simple Christianity has 
tremendous power.

The story reached me of an Egyptian pastor and his 
family whose residence/church came under attack by 
a mob inspired by the Muslim Brotherhood. After the 
mob’s initial assault, the family fled to the shelter of a 
neighbor. The mob returned, broke into the building 
and began to destroy the church. The pastor’s cell 
phone rang. Muslim neighbors were calling to say 
they were coming to defend the church. The Christian 
minister responded: Don’t come! Don’t defend the 
building! Your lives are too precious to God and to us 
to risk them in this way. That building is brick and 
sand. Stay home.”

Where such light shines, God in Christ Jesus can 
bring good from evil.

For prayer:
Pray for Egyptian Christian brothers and sisters who 

have in the past two weeks suffered greater loss than 
any generation of Christians since the 14th century 
that they may express God’s love and grace.

Pray about giving more through your church to the 
Cooperative Program, missions offerings and Baptist 
Global Response because many people hurt in these 
days will be ministered to in various locations in our 
world through your Baptist ministries.

Pray for workers to go into the harvest which 
follows the explosion of hatred being experienced in 
Egypt today. Our God will call some of our sons and 
daughters to go and share Christ.
[Mike Edens also serves as New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary’s associate director of the Institute of Christian 
Apologetics and associate dean of graduate studies.]

set before him. Paul knew his calling came from God 
and that God had the right to set the agenda, even if 
that agenda was dangerous or unpleasant.

“Does God have the right to take you places 
that you don’t want to go? Does God have a right 
to demand of you ministry that will bring hurt in 
your life?” Kelley asked.  “What begins at the cross is 
a journey in which that cross follows you every day 
of your life.”

This, Kelley said, is an important aspect of God 
sovereignty that every believer should embrace early 
in life. The toughest test for seminary students will 
not be the Hebrew or Church History final in the 
classroom at NOBTS, he said. The toughest test is to 
live in obedience to God’s call.

“We have a world that needs the gospel and [we 
have] a church that is struggling to find its way. How 
about it if we send them some troops from NOBTS? 
Let’s not only live by the cross, let’s embrace it as a 
way to live and minister.”

CHAPEL, continued from page 1

Special Events Preaching Workshop
A Special Events Preaching Workshop will be held 
Sept. 13-14 in conjunction with the E-4 Preaching 
Conference at FBC Pineville, La. E-4 stands for 
Encourage, Equip, Exemplify and Empower. Dr. Jerry 
Barlow, the Graduate Dean, will teach PREA5305 
Special Event Preaching Conference, an upper level 
preaching elective, as part of the conference. At 
this conference and course, students will hear and 
evaluate the sermons of contemporary preachers who 
are known for expository preaching. You also will 
complete selected assignments designed to enhance 
your own preparation and delivery of expository 
messages. The main speaker for the Plenary Sessions 
of the Conference is Dr. David Uth, Senior Pastor, 
FBC, Orlando, Fla. Some breakout sessions will be 
led by NOBTS professors This workshop can serve 
as an elective for M.Div. study or as an upper level 
Ph.D. course. Along with enrolling in the course 
through NOBTS, students will need to register for the 
Conference through the Louisiana Baptist Convention 
website. Students are responsible for the registration 
fee, lodging and meals at the conference. For more 
information, contact Dr. Jerry Barlow at jbarlow@
nobts.edu or Dr. Preston Nix at pnix@nobts.edu.

mailto:phancock%40LBCH.org?subject=
http://www.LBCH.org
mailto:jbarlow%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:jbarlow%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pnix%40nobts.edu?subject=
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NOBTS WOMEN

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

How many times 
do we read in the 
Old Testament 
“remember” this and 
“don’t forget” that? 
Blake Newsome 
mentioned this in 
his chapel sermon 
last Thursday, 
pointing out that 
Deuteronomy 8 is full 
of such references.

So we’ve been remembering. Remembering what it 
was like to be a part of the seminary community eight 
years ago when Hurricane Katrina came for a visit. 
Remembering when three years later, then-mayor 
Ray Nagin instructed New Orleans and NOBTS’ers 
to hit the road again in anticipation of “the mother of 
all storms” (a.k.a. Gustav). Remembering the end of 
last August and the disruption Isaac brought to our 
schedules and lives.

Reflecting on her Katrina experience, Courtney 
Veasey wrote: Eight years ago today, at the age of twenty-
two, I learned a very important life lesson: to hold 
YOUR plans with open hands. I had just graduated 
college, spent the summer doing mission work, and then 
set off on my first “adult” adventure of moving to New 
Orleans to begin graduate school. Three weeks after that 
move, I found myself back in Florida and watching 
in unbelief with the rest of the nation (and world) as 
Hurricane Katrina invaded our shores and brought 
with it, quite literally, a flood of devastation. I lived on 
a first floor apartment at the back of the school campus 
where most of the flood damage occurred. Needless to 
say, when I returned nearly a month later to retrieve 

Remember. Don’t Forget.
any belongings I could from the rubble, what could be 
salvaged was minimal.  It had taken two SUV’s to get my 
belongings there in August, and one carboard box to carry 
out what remained in September … humbling. [To read 
the rest of these thoughts, see Courtney’s blog at http://
courtneyveasey.com]

What is it that you need to remember — not for the 
sake of dredging up bad memories but to reminded of 
how you saw God at work in ways that you might not 
have seen Him otherwise? Sheila Taylor, in response to 
a Facebook post about the significance of August 29 in 
our lives, pointed out: “We will never forget Katrina, 
but most of all we will never forget the faithfulness of 
our God.”

It’s fixin’ to get real, girlfriends. You may not have 
a hurricane story in your Christ-walk narrative but I 
trust you’ve got something in your personal journey 
that reminds you over and over and over that He is 
faithful and active and loves to show up in the middle 
of ‘impossible.’

Your first quizzes are rolling in. Your first papers are 
coming due. Your first seminary stress-outs are lurking 
nearby. It will be easy to forget the work of the Lord that 
got you here. It will be easy to trade the peace you felt as 
you applied to come here for sweat-producing anxiety as 
the due dates pile up.

Instead, remember. And, even more, don’t forget.

“Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God 
….” (Deuteronomy 8:11a)

Check out these upcoming events & classes for NOBTS 
Women’s organizations // Find more online HERE

Dr. Judi Jackson
Associate Dean of Students,
Coordinator of Women’s
Programs

Recharge
Monday, September 9, is the next meeting of 
Recharge for the fall semester. Join Courtney Veasey 
at Martin Chapel at 8 p.m. for a time of worship 
with other campus women. Also let Courtney know 
if you want to share a word the Lord is teaching 
you (womensacademic@nobts.edu; x3334). Future 
dates include September 23, October 7 and 21, 
November 4 and 18, and December 2.

Heartbeat (NOBTS Staff Women & 
Wives)
If you’re a woman and work at NOBTS, you’re 
considered to be a part of Heartbeat and you (and your 
spouse, if applicable) are invited to a cookout at the 
home of Jim and Cindy Ennis (4331 Iroquois St.) on 
Monday, September 9 at 6 p.m. Everyone brings a side 
item to share and their own meat to grill (or to be grilled 
by Jim, the master griller). For more info, contact Vanee 
Daure at vdaure@nobts.edu or x8572.

IMB Missionaries to be on campus 
Sept. 17-18
IMB missionaries and associate candidate 
consultants Don and Pam Lynch will be available 
in the Hardin Student Center on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Sept. 17-18, to talk about the myriad 
of opportunities to serve short-term or long-term 
overseas and to meet with anyone who may have 
any questions.  You can also them at 615.854.9188 
if you would like to meet with them individually.

Scholarship Applications for Spring 
’14 Open Sept. 1-30
Spring 2014 Current Student Scholarship 
application will be open from Sept. 1 through 
Sept. 30. Go to www.nobts.edu for the scholarship 
banner and link.

West Bank Church Seeking Praise 
Band Team
Oak Park Baptist Church, located in Algiers, is 
beginning a praise band and praise team for its 
Sunday morning worship experience. The church 
is seeking those who want to serve through sharing 
their talents in worship! If you are interested 
contact Pastor Bobby Stults at bobbystults@
ymail.com. The church currently has a pianist, a 
drummer, and a bass player.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com/p/jobs.html
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.courtneyveasey.com
http://www.courtneyveasey.com
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programs/2/
mailto:vdaure%40nobts.edu?subject=
www.nobts.edu
mailto:bobbystults%40ymail.com?subject=
mailto:bobbystults%40ymail.com?subject=
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Our fall academic workshops on the main New 
Orleans campus is now open for registration. The 
dates, classes, and teachers are listed below.

You may register online through SelfServe. Please 
make sure to select the appropriate workshop term 
for step 3 of the online registration process. Please 
note that some courses do not go the entire week, 
and thus you may be able to take two courses 
during the week.

Currently available syllabi for the graduate 
courses are linked on their titles below. Others 
will be posted on the Graduate Workshops Web 
page as they are received. Note the money-saving 
early bird housing and meal plan offered below for 
students coming to the New Orleans campus.

Below is the list of courses and teachers at each 
location. Please note that some courses do not go 
the entire week.

Fall Academic Workshops
Undergraduate Courses
October 14-18
WMCM1215 Women’s Work in the Local Church 
(Rhonda Kelley and Chris Adams)

Graduate Courses
October 10-12 
Register by September 17
CEYH6355 Exploring a Biblical Worldview
(Clyde Hall)
——————————
October 14-18 in New Orleans
Register By September 14
CEWM5260 Women’s Work in the Local Church
(Rhonda Kelley with Chris Adams)

CEEF6301 Philosophical Foundations
(Rick Yount)

CEEF6205 Curriculum Design
(David Bond)

CEAD6358 Ministry with Older Adults
(Hal Stewart)

CEAM6320 Church Leadership and Administration 
(Jonathan Russell and Ricky Cummings)

CECH6230 Children’s Ministry Theory and 
Practice (Donna Peavey and Paula Stringer)

MISS5331 New Orleans Disaster Relief Training 
and Experience (Ken Taylor and Loretta Rivers)

PREA6213/6313 Contemporary Bible Exposition
(Mike Miller)

Enroll now for Fall Break Workshops at NOBTS
BSHM5310 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics
(Gerald Stevens and Archie England)

Housing and Meal Discount 
Package

A special Workshops Housing and Meal Package 
is being offered to help save money for students 
who stay at a dormitory. You can get lodging plus 
four breakfasts and three lunches in the cafeteria 
(breakfast on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday plus lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday) on a first-come, first-served basis.

The special Workshop Housing and Meal 
Package is available for $95 per person in the 
dormitories. This package is over a 20 percent 
discount to help hold down your costs.

All dormitory occupancy is based on double or 
triple occupancy, and you need to bring your own 
bath towel, pillow, blanket, and sheets.

Availability for this offer is limited due to space 
restrictions. You cannot purchase this package the 
first day of class. Pre-register for the Workshops 
Housing and Meal Package by emailing Providence 
Guest House at phdirector@nobts.edu. The charge 
for the Workshop Housing and Meal Package will 
be put on your student account. Those whose 
names are on the list of pre-registered guests 
should check in at the Providence Guest House, 
and the meal ticket and room key will be given to 
you at that time.

Housing Only
If you want to stay in a dorm room, but do not 

want a meal package the price is $64. Schedule 
your room reservation with Providence Guest 
House at phdirector@nobts.edu.

Meals Ticket Only
If you’re staying at Providence Guest House 

or somewhere else and are just interested in the 
four-breakfast and three-lunch meal ticket, it can 
be purchased for $31 through Providence Guest 
House at phdirector@nobts.edu.

Other Fall Workshops
If you have other plans for Fall Break, maybe 

one of these workshops will be of interest:

October 2-4 in Atlanta
Register by September 2
DISC5399 — Special Event: Catalyst Conference 
(Angie Bauman)

Please note: In addition to NOBTS tuition, 
the student is required to pay the $209 Catalyst 
Conference fee for the labs and conference sessions. 
The NOBTS student account will be assessed this 
fee ($209) with no exceptions allowed. Tickets 
are purchased as a group by NOBTS and will be 
distributed to the student at the conference on 
October 2.

November 14-16
Register by October 21
CEYH6357 Leadership Development in Youth 
Ministry (main campus) (Clyde Hall)

United Worship Conference
The 2013 NOLA United Worship Conference, 
sponsored by NOBTS, is set for Sept. 14. Register 
now for a day of worship focused on worship 
band leadership, instrument training, theological 
training in worship, and discipleship and worship 
equipping. The featured guest will be Paul Clark 
from the TN Baptist Convention. Cost is $25 
and includes lunch. The event is from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Register and pay online HERE.

http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEWM5260KelleyAdamsOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEEF6301YountOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEEF6205BondOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEAM6320RussellCummingsOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CECH6230StringerPeaveyF2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CECH6230StringerPeaveyF2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/MISS5331TaylorRiversOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/MISS5331TaylorRiversOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/BSHM5310StevensEnglandOct2013.pdf
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/DISC5399BaumanF2013.pdf
https://docs.google.com/a/nobts.edu/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dHVqVy15VFZBODBBM3JiQnJhYXVscmc6MA#gid=0

