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Chapel Schedule

Tuesday, Aug. 27
Dr. David Crosby

Pastor, FBC New Orleans

Thursday, Aug. 29
Dr. Blake Newsom

Dean of Chapel, NOBTS Professor
of Expository Preaching

Facebook
Twitter

GK Archives
YouTube

Stay Connected

NOBTS Chapel Online
Listen to past chapel services and 
hear your favorite sermons from the 
Chapel Archive anytime at http://
nobts.edu/chapel.

Louisiana Right to Life Federation to 
hold medical ethics panel at NOBTS

The Louisiana Right To 
Life Federation’s Center for 
Medical Ethics will sponsor 
a panel discussion at New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary Tuesday, Sept. 17, 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

The Baptist Center for 
Theology and Ministry and 
the Institute for Faith and the 
Public Square at NOBTS are 
co-sponsors of the event.

The panel discussion, titled 
“Who Lives, Who Dies, Who 
Decides,” is free and open to 
the public, including pastors, 
physicians and students. The 
event will be held in the 
Leavell Center conference 
room on the school’s Gentilly campus. New Orleans 
Baptist Seminary is located at 3939 Gentilly Blvd.

At the event, panelists will use real world scenarios 
as they discuss making ethical decisions in a medical 
setting near the end of life. Topics addressed will 
include:

• National and states medical ethics issues like 
assisted suicide and euthanasia,

• Issues facing families, including decisions on 
nutrition and hydration,

• How these issues can impact everyday families,
• And how pastors and leaders can educate their 

respective communities
“Healthcare in America is undergoing massive 

changes. Advancements in technology and recent 
legislation are raising new questions regarding medical 
ethics,” said Lloyd Harsch, NOBTS professor of 
church history and director of the Institute for Faith 
and the Public Square. “Families in crisis will call our 
churches seeking biblically informed advice. At this 

event, you will learn what the current issues are so that 
you can be better prepared for the questions that are 
coming.”

Panelists will include Burke Balch from the National 
Right to Life Committee; the Very Rev. Jose Lavastida, 
pastor of Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos Parish and 
executive director of the department of Christian 
formation for the Archdiocese of New Orleans; 
Steve Lemke, provost and professor of philosophy 
and ethics at New Orleans Baptist Seminary; Mari 
Wirfs, registered nurse, board certified family nurse 
practitioner, and Southern University of Baton Rouge 
faculty member; and Dr. Jeff White, a Homer, La.-
based cardiologist and hospital system ethics director.

For more information on the upcoming panel 
discussion, visit the Louisiana Right To Life 
Federation’s website at www.ProLifeLouisiana.org/
MedicalEthics or contact Ryan Verret at 504.835.6520 
or rverret@prolifelouisiana.org.

NOBTS TEAM HELPS PRESERVE 
BIBLICAL CITY OF GEZER

By Gary D. Myers

JERUSALEM — When Moses sent 12 spies into 
Canaan to explore the land, the men returned with 
a tale of large, fortified cities. The report brought on 
fear among the people and led to rebellion. Instead 
of conquering the land, the Israelites wandered in the 
wilderness for 40 years.

-See GEZER, page 2

Fall Workshop Registration
Register for Fall workshops at 
NOBTS. For more information, see 
page 4 or click HERE.

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/Archives/Current%20Series.html
http://facebook.com/NOBTS
http://twitter.com/NOBTS_Live
http://nobts.edu/Publications/Archives/Current%20Series.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Gatekeeper-NOBTS/74371132644
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
http://www.nobts.edu/chapel
http://www.nobts.edu/chapel
http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/HurricanePrep.html
http://www.prolifelouisiana.org/medicalethics
www.ProLifeLouisiana.org/MedicalEthics
www.ProLifeLouisiana.org/MedicalEthics
mailto:rverret%40prolifelouisiana.org?subject=
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/fall-workshop-registration/
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Graduate Course Schedule Online
The 2013-14 Graduate Schedule for both classroom 
and online courses is now available on the NOBTS 
website. This will be a great resource in planning courses 
for the year ahead, particularly for students hoping to 
graduate in 2013-14. To view the graduate schedule, 
go online to http://www.nobts.edu/Graduate%20
Program/Graduate%20Course%20Schedules.html.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service to receive texts related to emergency situations 
that affect the NOBTS campuses. Main New 
Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus Residents, 
Louisiana & Mississippi Extension Centers; Florida 
Extension Centers; and Georgia & Alabama 
Extension Centers. Go to http://www.nobts.edu/
nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and complete the 
forms to register for the text messaging service.

Save the Date: January YMI
Save the date: January YMI is Jan. 6-10, 2014. 
Don't miss out on this great week of training for 
those who minister to teens, work with teens, or 
just desire to see teens become more like Christ. 
Got more questions? Contact the YMI office: 
jacksonsec@nobts.edu or 504.816.8103.

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan 
at heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an 
interview.  Please include your name, contact 
information, and resume in your correspondence.

GEZER, continued from page 1

Immediate Openings at Louisiana 
Baptist Children’s Home
Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home in Monroe, La., 
is seeking committed Christians for full-time paid 
positions with housing, life and medical insurance, 
annuity, paid vacation, and training. Provide love, 
care, and hope in Christ to children and families in 
need. One single female is needed to serve as Cottage 
Manager for ministry to homeless children and their 
mothers. Two husband and wife teams are needed 
to serve as Cottage Parents for children. For more 
information, contact Dr. Perry Hancock at phancock@
LBCH.org or 318.343.2244. www.LBCH.org.

Calvary Baptist School Seeks 
Teachers for 2013-2014 Year
Calvary Baptist School, located in New Orleans’ 
Algiers area, has several openings for the 2013-
2014 school year. The school is looking for a 
3rd grade teacher, a part-time after care teacher, 
and some available substitute teachers. For more 
information, contact the school at 504.367.6465 
or go online to www.mycalvaryeagles.com.

Scholarship Thank-You Notes Due 
Aug. 30
To keep your scholarship funding for the Fall 2013 
semester, you need to submit the required thank-
you note(s) by Aug. 30. Also keep in mind that 
Aug. 30 is the deadline to drop/add classes for 
the semester. For more information, stop by the 
Financial Aid office in the Hardin Student Center 
or email Owen Nease at financialaid@nobts.edu.

The account, recorded in Numbers 13, does not 
specify which cities the scouting party observed, 
but their account fits well with the archaeological 
record of the Canaanite culture from the Bronze 
Age. Many of the Canaanite cities of this time 
period were equipped with massive, imposing 
walls and well-defended gates.

A team from Moskau Institute of Archaeology 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
(NOBTS) and the Israel Nature and Parks 
Authority (INPA) working at Gezer this summer 
got a first-hand look at the city’s Bronze Age walls 
and gate system. In addition to the continuing 
excavation of the ancient water system, the team 
assisted with conservation efforts on the wall and 
gate. The NOBTS/INPA excavation is led by 
NOBTS professors Dan Warner, Dennis Cole and 
Jim Parker and INPA chief archaeologist Tsvika 
Tsuk.

The city of Gezer was a part of the ancient 
Canaanite city-state society which reached its 
height of importance in the Middle and Late 
Bronze Age. Much of Gezer’s important came 
from its location on the crossroads of the Via 
Maris and the Aijalon Valley both important trade 
route. The Bible mentions the city 14 times in the 
Old Testament.

“Preserving the structures of the ancient world 
conserves the treasures of the world for all to 
see,” said Daniel Warner, associate professor of 
Old Testament and archaeology at NOBTS. “It 
attaches to the culture reality and a real sense of 
history.”

“They give one an image of the culture and a 
glimpse of what it was like to live in the past,” 
Warner continued. “In Israel especially, more 
times than not, we rarely get a complete picture of 
structures beyond just foundational walls, here at 
Gezer, almost the total height and dimensions of 
these storage rooms associated with the Canaanite 
period are preserved well enough to actually 
visualize what it was like to live here over 3500 
years ago.”

Israel Nature and Parks Authority chief 
archaeologist Tsvika Tsuk stands in the Bronze Age 
gate at Gezer.

Israel Nature and Parks Authority chief 
archaeologist Tsvika Tsuk stands in the Bronze Age 
gate at Gezer.

Years before the Israelite Conquest, a wave of 
urbanization swept through Canaan. A Canaanite 
city, Gezer emerged during this time and grew into 
a large urban center. During the Middle Bronze 
Age, these city-states began constructing massive 
double walls and multi-chambered gates to defend 
against other aggressors. The Bronze Age defenses 
at Gezer were built between 1800 and 1600 B.C.

The stone defensive walls (both outer and inner) 
at Gezer was reinforced with an external, slopping 
rampart known as a glacis. The steep glacis at 

Gezer was made of alternating layers of packed 
stones and dirt and was covered with a thick layer 
of limestone plaster. It protects the wall from 
undermining and the slope made it difficult for 
invaders to attach the city. Store rooms and living 
quarters were built in the interior of the wall. This 
type of construction is mentioned in Joshua 2. The 
Bible states that Rahab’s house was “part of the city 
wall.”

The Bronze Age gate was made of mud bricks 
on a foundation of massive stones. The gate 
likely included an arched opening and covering 
constructed on mud brick. Two well preserved 
examples of this construction type have been 
found in Ashkelon on the coast of Israel and at 
Dan in northern Israel. The gate design is also well-
attested in ancient relief carvings.

The Bronze Age wall and gate, along with a 
massive guard tower, were first excavated by R.A.S. 
Macalister in the early 1900s. The Bronze Age 
defenses were excavated again beginning in the 
1970s by the Hebrew Union College. Over the 
years occasional conservation efforts by the Israel 
Antiquities Authority have helped to preserve 
these structures.

The NOBTS/INPA team, working in rooms 
that were built into the wall, replaced fallen stones 
and used lime and mud mortar to stabilize and 
preserve the remaining structures. The team also 
cleared weeds and removed many years worth of 
accumulated dirt and debris from the gate area, 
exposing the cobblestone floor near the front of 
the gate. The work resulted in much improved 
aesthetics and stabilized the delicate ancient 
structures.

The conservation work was well underway when 
Shaul Goldstein, general director of the INPA, 
visited Gezer June 4. Goldstein toured the entire 
site including the areas currently under excavation 
by NOBTS and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Currently, Gezer is an undeveloped 
national park and therefore is not a frequent stop 
for tour groups. The visit by Goldstein represents 
an increased interest by the INPA in the future 
development of the site. Focused conservation will 
go a long way in assisting with future development 
at Gezer.

*For information about the 2014 Gezer Water 
System dig, contact Dr. Dan Warner (dwarner@
nobts.edu) or Dr. Dennis Cole (rdcole@nobts.edu) at 
NOBTS.

http://www.nobts.edu/Graduate%20Program/Graduate%20Course%20Schedules.html
http://www.nobts.edu/Graduate%20Program/Graduate%20Course%20Schedules.html
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
mailto:financialaid%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:heneghan_5%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:phancock%40LBCH.org?subject=
mailto:phancock%40LBCH.org?subject=
http://www.LBCH.org
http://www.mycalvaryeagles.com
mailto:financialaid%40nobts.edu?subject=
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service today. Choose one or all of the groups to 
receive texts related to emergency situations that 
affect our NOBTS campuses and families. Main 
New Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus 
Residents, Louisiana & Mississippi Extension 
Centers; Florida Extension Centers; and Georgia 
& Alabama Extension Centers.

Go to http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytext 
message.html and complete the quick and easy 
forms to register.

It took many 
years of being 
misplaced in 
the school and 
church choirs–and 
many off-pitch 
notes which were 
uncon f id en t l y 
sung–to discover 
the fact that I am 
not a soprano 
singer. The day I 
began to drift over 

to the side of singing the harmonies and discovering 
my gifting as an alto singer was a very freeing day. 
I can hear the harmonies, I love to create them, 
to find them within the melody and offer them 
as a complementary element which make a song 
hummm. Yet even though I am gifted as an alto and 
enjoy singing those harmonies, there are still times 
when the melody part needs singing and I am the 
one being asked to do it.

Other examples of this nature might be playing a 
sport. Just because a person is better gifted as a point 
guard in basketball doesn’t mean that there aren’t 
days when he or she has to go down low and play the 
position of forward. Or think about tools…though 
a screwdriver is best used to tighten or loosen screws 
into place, sometimes it also has to be used more like 
a hammer to put a nail in place.

The same is true in our spiritual and life giftings 
that we use every day in our jobs, in ministry, etc. 
There seem to be seasons when God, being fully 
aware of your gift set, personality, passions, etc. (since 
after all He created you with them), asks you to step 
into a role and perform in such a way that you are 
not naturally gifted and designed for. These are not 

Yes, Lord? Yes, Lord.
easy times to understand nor are they even enjoyable. 
But if you are certain that this is something God has 
asked of you, then you can also be certain that while 
you can only see this one moment in front of you, His 
vision far extends down the road to a greater vision. 
Though He helps you and ministers to you through the 
seasons of questions and struggle, He also sees past these 
moments to the bigger picture where His glory is fully 
made known through you. It’s not easy to remain in this 
place of trust (even as I write this, I am struggling to 
remain in Him and to trust), but it is necessary in the 
journey of faith.

In John 21, Jesus did not ask Peter there on the beach 
during his time of restoration, if he “liked” Jesus. No, 
rather three very distinct times Jesus asked, “Peter, do 
you LOVE Me?” Jesus knew that what Peter would be 
asked to do would not make him necessarily “like” Jesus 
very much … but Peter’s love for Jesus would be the 
key to fulfilling his ministry and enduring his own cross 
which he would bear. Honestly, there are times when I 
don’t really like what Jesus has asked me to do in certain 
seasons … but, I LOVE Him. I love Him far more than 
anyone or anything else on this planet, and that love 
which He has cultivated in me, is that which carries me 
through the tasks each day.

If you find yourself feeling misplaced in life when you 
read this, or even in somewhat of a “dry” season, join me 
in still praising Him, in bringing those late night tears to 
His throne, and in trusting in His character as a Father 
who would never give us a stone when we ask for bread. 
Never doubt in the darkness what He has shone you in 
the light.

“Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely 
and afflicted…” (Psalm 25:16)

–Courtney Veasey, Director of Women’s Academic Programs, 
PhD student, Biblical Interpretation

Check out these upcoming events & classes for NOBTS 
Women’s organizations // Find more online HERE
Ministry Wife Certificate Classes
This Tuesday is the last night of registration for the 
current course for wives of current students in the 
Ministry Wife Certificate program. This FREE 
on-campus class (The Minister’s Wife), which 
began last week, continues Tuesday, Aug. 27, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in Room 280 in the Hardin 
Student Center. All new students in this class 
are required to submit immunization records by 
this class meeting. Contact the Campus Clinic at 
x8596 for info on this. Free childcare is available 
for the Tuesday evening class by contacting the 
Preschool Education Center as soon as possible to 
reserve a space for your child (x8585).

Student Wives Fellowship
We had a great first meeting last Thursday and are 
now excited for what’s coming in September. This 
group gathers monthly for encouragement and 
community, focusing on topics and experiences that 
are both fun and inspirational. Mark your calendar 
now for Thursday, September 12 when the SWF 
meeting will feature Fall Craft Night at 7 p.m. in 
the Cafeteria Creole Room. More details to come! 
Childcare is always available by reservation at the 
Preschool Education Center by calling x8585 ($2 
per child; $5 max per family).

http://www.nobtsgatekeeper.com/p/jobs.html
https://www.facebook.com/NOBTS
https://twitter.com/#!/NOBTS_Live
https://plus.google.com/u/0/b/101704197809573329794/101704197809573329794/posts
http://www.youtube.com/user/nobtspublications
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:pr%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html
http://nobtsgatekeeper.wordpress.com/womens-programs/2/
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Our fall academic workshops on the main New 
Orleans campus is now open for registration. The 
dates, classes, and teachers are listed below.

You may register online through SelfServe. Please 
make sure to select the appropriate workshop term 
for step 3 of the online registration process. Please 
note that some courses do not go the entire week, 
and thus you may be able to take two courses 
during the week.

Currently available syllabi for the graduate 
courses are linked on their titles below. Others 
will be posted on the Graduate Workshops Web 
page as they are received. Note the money-saving 
early bird housing and meal plan offered below for 
students coming to the New Orleans campus.

Below is the list of courses and teachers at each 
location. Please note that some courses do not go 
the entire week.

Fall Academic Workshops
Undergraduate Courses
October 14-18
WMCM1215 Women’s Work in the Local Church 
(Rhonda Kelley and Chris Adams)

Graduate Courses
October 10-12 
Register by September 17
CEYH6355 Exploring a Biblical Worldview
(Clyde Hall)
——————————
October 14-18 in New Orleans
Register By September 14
CEWM5260 Women’s Work in the Local Church
(Rhonda Kelley with Chris Adams)

CEEF6301 Philosophical Foundations
(Rick Yount)

CEEF6205 Curriculum Design
(David Bond)

CEAD6358 Ministry with Older Adults
(Hal Stewart)

CEAM6320 Church Leadership and Administration 
(Jonathan Russell and Ricky Cummings)

CECH6230 Children’s Ministry Theory and 
Practice (Donna Peavey and Paula Stringer)

MISS5331 New Orleans Disaster Relief Training 
and Experience (Ken Taylor and Loretta Rivers)

PREA6213/6313 Contemporary Bible Exposition
(Mike Miller)

Enroll now for Fall Break Workshops at NOBTS
BSHM5310 Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics
(Gerald Stevens and Archie England)

Housing and Meal Discount 
Package

A special Workshops Housing and Meal Package 
is being offered to help save money for students 
who stay at a dormitory. You can get lodging plus 
four breakfasts and three lunches in the cafeteria 
(breakfast on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday plus lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday) on a first-come, first-served basis.

The special Workshop Housing and Meal 
Package is available for $95 per person in the 
dormitories. This package is over a 20 percent 
discount to help hold down your costs.

All dormitory occupancy is based on double or 
triple occupancy, and you need to bring your own 
bath towel, pillow, blanket, and sheets.

Availability for this offer is limited due to space 
restrictions. You cannot purchase this package the 
first day of class. Pre-register for the Workshops 
Housing and Meal Package by emailing Providence 
Guest House at phdirector@nobts.edu. The charge 
for the Workshop Housing and Meal Package will 
be put on your student account. Those whose 
names are on the list of pre-registered guests 
should check in at the Providence Guest House, 
and the meal ticket and room key will be given to 
you at that time.

Housing Only
If you want to stay in a dorm room, but do not 

want a meal package the price is $64. Schedule 
your room reservation with Providence Guest 
House at phdirector@nobts.edu.

Meals Ticket Only
If you’re staying at Providence Guest House 

or somewhere else and are just interested in the 
four-breakfast and three-lunch meal ticket, it can 
be purchased for $31 through Providence Guest 
House at phdirector@nobts.edu.

Other Fall Workshops
If you have other plans for Fall Break, maybe 

one of these workshops will be of interest:

October 2-4 in Atlanta
Register by September 2
DISC5399 — Special Event: Catalyst Conference 
(Angie Bauman)

Please note: In addition to NOBTS tuition, 
the student is required to pay the $209 Catalyst 
Conference fee for the labs and conference sessions. 
The NOBTS student account will be assessed this 
fee ($209) with no exceptions allowed. Tickets 
are purchased as a group by NOBTS and will be 
distributed to the student at the conference on 
October 2.

November 14-16
Register by October 21
CEYH6357 Leadership Development in Youth 
Ministry (main campus) (Clyde Hall)

http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEWM5260KelleyAdamsOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEEF6301YountOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEEF6205BondOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CEAM6320RussellCummingsOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CECH6230StringerPeaveyF2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/CECH6230StringerPeaveyF2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/MISS5331TaylorRiversOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/MISS5331TaylorRiversOct2013.pdf
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/BSHM5310StevensEnglandOct2013.pdf
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
mailto:phdirector%40nobts.edu?subject=
http://www.nobts.edu/resources/pdf/Academics/Syllabi/F2013/DISC5399BaumanF2013.pdf

