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NOBTS Chapel Online
Listen to past chapel services and 
hear your favorite sermons from the 
Chapel Archive anytime at http://
nobts.edu/chapel.

NOBTS archaeology team hopes to establish 
date for Tel Gezer water system after 2013 dig

By Gary D. Myers

JERUSALEM — 
R.A.S. Macalister faced 
a crucial decision in late 
1907 when he reached 
the bottom of the ancient 
Gezer Water System 
in Israel — drain and 
excavate the pool at the 
bottom step or explore 
the cavern beyond the 
pool. He chose to bypass 
the pool and excavate the 
cavern.

Macalister had 
no way of knowing 
the implications his 
decision would have 
on establishing a date 
for the system. Now, more than a hundred years after 
Macalister’s dig, the re-excavation of the water system 
by a team of archaeologists from the Moskau Institute 
of Archaeology at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary (NOBTS) and the Israel Nature and Parks 
Authority (INPA) is bringing the implications of his 
choice into clear focus.

Leaders of the NOBTS/INPA dig believe that 
Macalister’s choice preserved valuable data that will 
help establish a date for the tunnel’s construction. This 
summer, the NOBTS/INPA team began excavating the 
pool area searching for datable material and the source 
for the water.

The ancient city of Gezer was a Canaanite city-state 
that reached its height of importance in the Middle 
and Late Bronze Age. Much of Gezer’s importance 
derived from its location near the Via Maris, an 
important ancient trade route. The Bible mentions 
the city 14 times in the Old Testament. In one of the 
more important Gezer entries, the Bible reports that 
an Egyptian pharaoh  who is not stated, conquered 
Canaanite Gezer and gave it to Solomon as a dowry 
(1 Kings 9:16). The account in 1 Kings 9 records that 
Solomon rebuilt and fortified Gezer along with Hazor 
and Megiddo. Archaeologists have identified a common 
city gate type  at these three sites which certainly could  
be attribute to Solomon.

In 2005, Steve Ortiz renewed the excavations at 
Gezer to study the area near the Solomonic gate with a 
consortium of schools that included both New Orleans 

Seminary and Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. The NOBTS/INPA water system excavation, 
led by NOBTS professors Dan Warner, Dennis Cole 
and Jim Parker and INPA chief archaeologist Tsvika 
Tsuk, flowed out of the main Gezer dig which is 
currently sponsored by Southwestern.

The Pool and the Cavern
In Macalister’s early 1908 quarterly excavation 

report, he presented a detailed explanation of the water 
system and explained his decision to move on to the 
cavern calling the excavation of the pool “a difficult, 
expensive and (from the archaeological point of view) 
profitless task.” To facilitate the crossing of the pool 
area, Macalister laid a “causeway” of stones, effectively 
sealing the ancient content below. Late in the 2012 dig 
season the NOBTS/INPA team discovered a layer of 
white chalky stones which had melded together and 
covered most of the pool surface. There is no doubt 
that the layer is Macalister’s causeway.

“For us this was a ‘gold mine,’” said Dan Warner, 
associate professor of Old Testament and archaeology at 
NOBTS. “When Macalister laid the causeway over the 
water pool, he preserved for us everything underneath 
from further contamination and other intrusions from 
his excavation.”

When NOBTS and the INPA began re-excavating 
the water system in 2010, establishing a date for the 

A crane lifts a bag of debris and pottery sherds from the Gezer water system in Israel 
during the 2013 dig season.

See GEZER, page 2
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Graduate Course Schedule Online
The 2013-14 Graduate Schedule for both classroom 
and online courses is now available on the NOBTS 
website. This will be a great resource in planning courses 
for the year ahead, particularly for students hoping to 
graduate in 2013-14. To view the graduate schedule, 
go online to http://www.nobts.edu/Graduate%20
Program/Graduate%20Course%20Schedules.html.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service today. Choose one or all of the groups to 
receive texts related to emergency situations that 
affect our NOBTS campuses and families. Main 
New Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus 
Residents, Louisiana & Mississippi Extension 
Centers; Florida Extension Centers; and Georgia 
& Alabama Extension Centers. Go to http://www.
nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytextmessage.html and 
complete the quick and easy forms to register for 
the text messaging service.

Save the Date: January YMI
Save the date: January YMI is Jan. 6-10, 2014. 
Don't miss out on this great week of training for 
those who minister to teens, work with teens, or 
just desire to see teens become more like Christ. 
Got more questions? Contact the YMI office: 
jacksonsec@nobts.edu or 504.816.8103.

FBC Gretna Seeking Pianist
First Baptist Church of Gretna is seeking a Pianist.  
The church is located at 100 Gretna Blvd. and is 
just under 12 miles from the NOBTS campus.  If 
you are interested, please contact Jody Heneghan 
at heneghan_5@yahoo.com  to arrange for an 
interview.  Please include your name, contact 
information, and resume in your correspondence.

system’s construction was the foremost goal. Several 
dates for construction have been proposed over the 
years. Macalister believed that the water system is a 
product of the Middle Bronze IIB during the height 
of Gezer influence as a Canaanite city-state. Others 
attribute construction of the system to Late Bronze 
Age Canaanites. Another prevalent view attributes 
construction to the Israelites during the time of 
Ahab. The difference between the earliest and latest 
dates for construction is around 800-900 years.

Late or early, dating of the system offers insights 
into the peoples of the Bible and their understanding 
of engineering and hydrology. Proving one of the 
earlier dates, for instance, would help one better 
understand the development of the engineering 
skills the Canaanites possessed and contribute to a 
better understanding of the geopolitical situation.

The 2013 Expedition
The team went into the three-week, dig season 

this May and June determined to find the bottom 
step of the water shaft and systematically excavate 
the area under the causeway. Most of the first 
two weeks of the dig were spent searching for the 
bottom step and cleaning Macalister’s causeway. 
Tons of debris and rocks were removed in the 
process. When the bottom step was located and the 
causeway area clear, the team excavated three probes 
in the pool area.

Each of the pool probes reached a depth of more 
than six feet before the end of the season and the 
bottom of the pool was discovered in only one 
probe (Eastern probe) — the one just below the 
bottom step of the water shaft.

The material encountered below the causeway 
was bagged and pulled from the water system by a 
crane. Once on the surface, volunteers shifted the 
wet silty mud using wire mesh screens and water. 
The probes yielded large amounts of broken pottery 
sherds, charcoal samples and other ancient material. 
The dig directors are confident that the pottery from 
the water pool will yield an approximate date for the 
construction of the water system. After preliminary 

reading of the pottery in the field, the sherds and 
others items were transported to pottery experts for 
further analysis. A separate lab will examine and 
date the charcoal samples.

Completing the research in the Gezer water 
system will require a fifth dig season in the tunnel. 
NOBTS and INPA will return to the site in May 
and June of 2014 to complete the systematic 
excavation of the water pool. Once the water pool 
is completely cleared, the excavators should have 
a better understanding of the source of the water 
and hopefully ascertain a solid date of the system. 
All of the material removed from the pool will be 
wet sifted and the items discovered in this shifting 
process will be analyzed in the lab. After the 2014 
dig season and subsequent analysis, the NOBTS/
INPA team will publish their findings.

Completing the Unfinished Work
Macalister’s discovery of the water system was an 

important step in understanding the ancient city 
of Gezer and its inhabitants. He produced detailed 
descriptions, drawings and measurements of the 
system, offering the NOBTS/INPA team valuable 
data for planning their dig.

In many ways, Macalister’s excavation work in the 
cavern was ultimately a disappointment. The cavern 
probes yielded little ancient material and shortly 
after Macalister completed his cavern probes, 
torrential rains sent all the rocks, dirt and debris his 
team had removed back down into the water system. 
With the system backfilled, Macalister moved on to 
excavate other areas at Gezer.

The water system was left untouched for more 
than 100 years. By the time the NOBTS/INPA 
began re-excavating the water system in 2010, more 
than two thirds of the rock-hewn shaft was filled 
with debris. Dating the material Macalister left 
below the causeway, and ultimately establishing 
a date for construction, will help complete the 
unfinished work in the water system.

*For information about 2014 Gezer Water System 
dig contact Dr. Dan Warner (dwarner@nobts.edu) or 
Dr. Dennis Cole (rdcole@nobts.edu) at NOBTS.

GEZER, continued from page 1

One Ministry to hold Informational 
Meeting Aug. 22
One Ministry, an organization dedicated to 
combatting human trafficking in the New 
Orleans area and around the world, will hold 
an informational meeting Aug. 22 at 7 p.m. at 
Gentilly Baptist Church. The church is located at 
5141 Franklin Ave, just blocks from the NOBTS 
campus.

Immediate Openings at Louisiana 
Baptist Children’s Home
Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home in Monroe, La., 
is seeking committed Christians for full-time paid 
positions with housing, life and medical insurance, 
annuity, paid vacation, and training. Provide love, 
care, and hope in Christ to children and families in 
need. One single female is needed to serve as Cottage 
Manager for ministry to homeless children and their 
mothers. Two husband and wife teams are needed to 
serve as Cottage Parents for children. There is also an 
opening for a part-time director of women’s education 
program at the Monroe campus. For more information, 
contact Dr. Perry Hancock at phancock@LBCH.org 
or 318.343.2244. www.LBCH.org.

Calvary Baptist School Seeks 
Teachers for 2013-2014 Year
Calvary Baptist School, located in New Orleans’ 
Algiers area, has several openings for the 2013-
2014 school year. The school is looking for a 
3rd grade teacher, a part-time after care teacher, 
and some available substitute teachers. For more 
information, contact the school at 504.367.6465 
or go online to www.mycalvaryeagles.com.

Scholarship Thank-You Notes Due 
Aug. 30
To keep your scholarship funding for the Fall 2013 
semester, you need to submit the required thank-
you note(s) by Aug. 30. Also keep in mind that 
Aug. 30 is the deadline to drop/add classes for 
the semester. For more information, stop by the 
Financial Aid office in the Hardin Student Center 
or email Owen Nease at financialaid@nobts.edu.

Prison Ministry Coming to NOLA in 
October
The Bill Glass Champions for Life prison ministry 
is coming to the area in October and is seeking 
volunteers. For more information, click HERE.
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NOBTS WOMEN

Keep in Touch

Get NOBTS updates online
You can access The Gatekeeper online anytime at 
www.nobtsgatekeeper.com or find other NOBTS 
news articles at http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
NewsIndex.html.

Get the word out about your event
Send us your announcement
The Gatekeeper is published weekly during the 
school year and twice in the summer. Items for The 
Gatekeeper are due Wednesday at noon to appear 
the following issue. Submissions to The Gatekeeper 
appear as space allows and are subject to editing. Email 
your Gatekeeper submissions to pr@nobts.edu.

Gatekeeper Subscriptions
Students and those with campus email addresses 
automatically receive The Gatekeeper. However, many 
in our seminary family do not receive this notice, so 
tell others about The Gatekeeper. Those who are not 
receiving the weekly publication notice via email can 
subscribe by sending an email to pr@nobts.edu with 
“Gatekeeper Subscription” in the subject line.

Emergency Text Messaging Service
Sign up for the NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging 
Service today. Choose one or all of the groups to 
receive texts related to emergency situations that 
affect our NOBTS campuses and families. Main 
New Orleans Campus, New Orleans Campus 
Residents, Louisiana & Mississippi Extension 
Centers; Florida Extension Centers; and Georgia 
& Alabama Extension Centers.

Go to http://www.nobts.edu/nobtsemergencytext 
message.html and complete the quick and easy 
forms to register.

By Dr. Judi Jackson

The worship 
leader invited us to 
raise our hands in 
praise as we joined 
voices to honor 
Almighty God. 
I have to confess 
that, at times, I am 

tentative about this kind of instruction coming 
from the stage because I think one’s worship 
posture ought to be more spontaneous and 
personal. But he followed his initial appeal with 
these words: ‘like a small child raising his hands 
for his father to pick him up and hold him.’

Pictures of many of the children I’ve seen in 
this posture ran through my mind, and my heart 
smiled. They’re so trusting and expectant as they 
hold up their hands and say, “Hold me, Daddy, 
hold me!” In that moment, I wanted to express 
that affection, so I threw my hands in the air with 
abandon along with so many others.

A while back, Rich Mullins wrote the words:
“Sometimes my life just don’t make sense at all/
When the mountains seems so big, and my faith 

Hold me, Daddy, Hold me
just seems so small/So, hold me, Jesus, I’m shaking 
like a leaf/You have been my King of glory/Won’t 
you be my Prince of Peace?”

The start of a new semester holds a kind of 
scary anticipation (for those who have taken Total 
Wellness and the Minister, this is eustress and 
distress at its finest!). We can’t wait to see what’s 
in store but, then again, we’re a bit nervous about 
what might be in store. We love the fun surprises 
but hold our collective breath through the difficult 
challenges.

Be proactive. Go ahead and invite your Heavenly 
Father to hold you through this semester … 
through the good grades and the hard assignments 
… through the relationship highs and the late-
night lows. Remember the Apostle Paul’s invitation 
to worry about nothing but, instead, to give it all 
to God with thanksgiving. And then, get ready, 
because according to Philippians 4:7, “the peace 
of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Check out these upcoming events and classes 
for our NOBTS Women’s organizations:

Ministry Wife Certificate
Wives of current students are invited to enroll in the 
Ministry Wife Certificate program to receive free 
ministry training. Yes, FREE! Two classes are being 
offered beginning next week. To participate in the online 
class (Leadership Training for the Minister’s Wife), you 
must enroll by THIS Friday, August 16 at 4 p.m. Please 
contact Courtney Veasey at womensacademic@nobts.
edu for more information. The on-campus class (The 
Minister’s Wife) will begin on Tuesday, August 20, 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 280 in the Hardin 
Student Center. Registration will take place at this first 
class meeting. All new students in this class are required 
to submit immunization records by the second class 
meeting. Courtney can give you more info about this 
course as well. Free childcare is available for the Tuesday 
evening class. Please call the Preschool Education 
Center as soon as possible to reserve a space for your 
child (x8585).

Student Wives Fellowship
If your husband is an NOBTS student, then you 
belong in the Student Wives Fellowship! This group 
gathers monthly for encouragement and community, 
focusing on topics that are both fun and inspirational. 
On Thursday, August 22 at 7 p.m. in the Cafeteria 
Creole Room, the SWF is hosting a back-to-school 
gathering featuring Dr. Rhonda Kelley, President’s 
Wife, speaking on the theme “NOLA: My Home, 
My Mission Field.” Come hungry: there are always 
yummy snacks! Childcare is available by reservation 
at the Preschool Education Center by calling x8585 
($2 per child; $5 max per family).

Women Students: Coffee and 
Community
QUEST: Fellowship of Women Students is hosting 
a casual back-to-school get-together at the President’s 
Home on Saturday, August 24, from 10 to 11:30 
a.m., featuring breakfast goodies and beverages. 
Whether you’re brand new to the campus or have 
been here longer than you ever imagined, you are 
invited! For more info, contact Dr. Judi at x8072.

Looking for Women’s Ministry 
Classes?
For more information about upcoming women’s 
ministry courses, click HERE.
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Join us to engage in a pivotal discussion about making ethical decisions in the 
medical setting near the end of life through the lens of real world scenarios.

•	 Learn	about	national	and	state	issues,	such	as	assisted	suicide	and	euthanasia.	

•	 Delve	into	issues	facing	families,	including	decisions	on	nutrition	and	hydration.

•	 Understand	how	these	issues	can	impact	you	and	your	family.

•	 Pastors	and	Leaders:	Receive	simple	resources	to	educate	your	community.

For More Information:

www.ProLifeLouisiana.org/MedicalEthics	

Contact	Ryan	Verret	of	Louisiana	Right	to	Life	at	
504.835.6520	or	rverret@prolifelouisiana.org

Who Lives, Who Dies, Who Decides:
Panel Discussion on Medical Ethics in the Real World 

Tuesday, September 17  |  7:00 - 8:30 PM
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (NOBTS) (3939 Gentilly Blvd NOLA 70126)

Free and Open to Public, Including Pastors, Physicians, and Students

Panelists:	
Burke	Balch,	JD	(National	Right	to	Life) Very	Rev.	José	Lavastida,	S.T.D.	(Archdiocese	of	New	Orleans)

Steve	Lemke,	Ph.D	(Provost,	NOBTS) Mari	Wirfs,	RN,	PhD,	BCFNP	(Southern	Univ.	BR)
Jeff	White,	MD,	FACC,	FCCP	(Cardiologist	and	Hospital	System	Ethics	Director)


